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Local author .
finds answers
from passages

Rich Rahn is infatuated with life.

At 40 years old, ho's taking stock of
: l‘iil'ntimo of habits. Some good, many

ad.

Rahn has gone through enough pas-
sages to make the roads of his lifo
read like o busy airport monitor with
a list of departurcs and arrivals.

And by all appearances, tho one-
time surfer, construction worker, deck
hand, car salesman and waiter is sot-
tling in. .

But that's not to bo mistaken for
slowing down.

Rahn of Bloomficld Hills still
searches restlessly for what he calls
the "flow" of life. Ho has a simple
reaponso for anyono looking for deep-
er meaning, yet still clings to routine.

The word, of course, is alsc the
name af his new publishing company
~"Dah!" Succinct and understated.

If thero was ever a contemporary
expression packed with layers of
philogophicnl enlightenment, “Dah!” is
it, And Rohn i tho disciplo.

With o youthful earnestness and an
entreprenour’s zeal, Rahn has agsem-
bled the most thought-proveking
"Dl?ha!"in his new book, “Evolve your-
self” -

Don't expect heavy psychological
theory. Tho intreDUHction in Rahn's
book opens with a quote by Dante and
Jofferson Airplane.

N Tgc simple message: “Feed your
ead.” . )

|- Road back home  .—.-.—t-

Rahn readily concedes that his cre-
dentinla for writing a book about life
don't come from a carecr of academic
study. Life, for Rahn, is more like a
pair of worn shoces than n framed cer-
tificato hung on the wall.

Rich Raha

“I don't want to argue theology or
what's ‘true.’ It's just my way of say-
ing hero's a way of looking at life and
being more human.”

Unlike those Lifes Little Instruc-
tion Books on the counters at book
stores, Rahn's book has a refreshing
intimacy.

Obviouasly, the author sponks about
the need to change and evelve from
experience.

Rahn moved back to the area after
he attonded his 20-year reunion of
Scaholm High Class in 1886.

For two decades, the road out of
town scemed to be heading one way
for Rahn.

Midway through his senior year at
Seaholm High School in 1976, Rahn
was expelled. He loaded up his Ford
truck and headed to the California

. surf.
He changed addresscs more fre-
quently than most peoplo rotate their
tires.

Evolution times two

The night of his class reunion, how-
ever, serendipity was in the air, he
snid, Ho amiles to think that therc'a o
myatical force at play.

This is, after all, a guy who lives by
tho ancient Indian proverb: *“Wherev-
er you are, there you are.”

On that night of his class rounion,
Rahn recalled talking with a former
cinssmate, Mary O'Neill. Thoy talked
about their deep intorest in the writ-

. inga of Joseph Campbell.

Serendipity, there you are. Rahn

and O'Neill have been sharing books
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WHAT3 Book signing - Rich Rahn,
author of “Evolve Yourself*

WHEN 7:30 p.m. Thuraday, Jan. 21
WHERK: Borders Books, 34300 Wood-
ward Ave,, Birminghem, {248) 2030005
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Announcement
delivered with
eperatic flair

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
STAFF WIITER
fprovenzano@oe.bomecomm.net

1t's nlmost inconceivablo that
any corporate event could come
close to the spectacle of even o mid-
emotional range opera.

But last week’s opening-night
extravaganza of the Detroit aute
show certainly had tho appropriate

. blend of ostentation and melodra-
ma.

As ward of o major announce-
ment by Ford Motor Co. swept
through the ritzy, black-tie open-
ing, legions of corporate employees
filed ateadily into the makeshift

ifforent, bnckgrounds, Aaron's snd
1n’s sontinients cacho cach other
1 “Tt was:a ¢oo) group,” said Aaron,
"After the first clasa wo o learn-
“ihg about each other. I thought it was
usl:going to-be city kida but they
ere from all over. I leazrned there’s
more peaple out there than just mo,
1n thinking they have a different life
ut thoy don't, they'ra just like me.”
During the introductory session,
tudents read the Focus: HOPE mis-
sion statement thnt encourages
veryone to work to “overcome
raciam, poverty and injustice” and to
recognize “the dignity and beauty of
very person.” Students were then

Trust Mark Auditorium inside
Cobo Center.

Inside the 400-scat auditorium
was Jacques Nasser, chief exceu-
tive officer at Ford, standing aleng-
side Detroit Mayor Dennis Archer.
Most in the
crowd
thought
breaking
news of a
mega corpo-
rate merger’
was at hand.

Of course,
there was an
imminent
announce-

Goln' In clrcles: David Calder
took this pkotograph as part
of Focus: HOPE's photogra-
phy project for students of
diverse backgrounds.

divided into groups of varying cultur-
gl, geographic, and sociocconomic
ackgrounds.
After a tour of Focus on 3h°
Focus: HOPE, Misslon
students were ;
< WWHAT : Cariton Pro-
given 36 mM  ject Ants hosts the
cameras  and  prgjography Peosect ot
volla of film and  Focus: HOPE, which
reflacts students’ per-

teken out into
the noighbor. ceptionsthrough the
eye of the camera.

al
riient,in Elmwood Cemetary.
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ty: Lindsay Crawford photographed this monu-

hood surround-

ing the facility WHMER: Through
for their first
shoot. . After-
words, students
- were eent home
with the assign-
‘ment to photo-
graph their own
communities,

ore 9 a.m. ta 5 p.m.
Munday-Sunday.
WHERE: In the
pro-function nres of
Summit on the Faik
Community Center,
45000 Summit Park.
.+way, Conton. For mare

tilm’ "26” they  prgoct Antyhosts s

could  sharo  Famiy Storyteling
their  images  Festivel featuring the
during the sec-  tolents of Debra Chrlst-
ond session. lan, Ren Lowe, Judy
“It's really Sima ond Marc Lolu-
amnzing to ret Soturday, Jan, 23
wateh thom 2t Summit onthe Park,

An ofl day event with
worksnops toking
place 10 o.m.t0 3
p.m., 2 children’s show
ot 11:30 a.m., oad
fomily

come in the first
day, shy ond
burely spenking
to ona another,”
anid Bathish,

Monday, Feb. 3. Hours *

“fumilics> " and :
Information, calt (736}
“feionds . than - Sorasto .
mail back the., awg on usrar canten-: -

ment, but nat
the kind of
merger news
auto industry
watchera had

in mind.

In the tra-
dition  of World stage:
grand operat-  Luciano

ic gestures, Pavarotti
Nasser returnsto
“F“;“’r“:i"‘,'“: Detroit in July
unprocen- bringing along
dented spon-  #1i8 famous
sorship of fenor friends
Michigan | José Carreras
Opera The- gnd Placido
atre’s Three )

Tenors con. LDomingo.

cert, to be

held at a to-be-determined site on
‘8

July 17 in Detroit. Mentioned
include Joe Louis Arena, The
and Cobo Center.

“The image of Detroit and the
American automotive industry is

ox

community arts
dopartment
manager and a
Clarkston resi-
dent. “When the
students share
their images, it
helps other stu-
dento find out
where ‘they're
from and opens a dialogue. By the
lust session, they're exchanging
phone numbera.”

Photographers and mentors velun-
teer to work with each group of eight
students. Gina Granger, an assistant
educator at tho Detroit Inatituto of
Arts, was a mentor to students in
projects in 1995 and 1997 and plans
to voluntecr her time for the third
timo beginning in spring 1999. She
alzo serves on Focus: HOPE's arts
advisory board.

“It's a great project because it
involves young people with the cam-
ara,” soid Granger. “Thoy use the
camera to look at their environment,
social group, neighborhood and the
groator community. Each group

show at 7 p.m. Tickots
fee ofl evonts are $8
familly, $3 individusls;
famlly of children's
show only, 35 tamily,
$2 individuat.
Acdvanted tickets avalk
obie at the Summit,
For Information, cait
(734) 39T7-6450.
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ble,” said Nasser.

“This event will put Detroit on
the (cultural) map and further pol-
ish (the city's) image.”

The Three Tenors - José Car-
rerns, Placido Domingo and
Luciano Pavarotti — have heen
credited with broadening audi-
ences through their PBS televiscd
concerts, internationnl concerts
and two best-selling CDs.

Arguably, José, Placido and
Lucinno are to the opera world in
the late 1990s what John, Paul,
George and Ringo were to pop
music in the late 1960s.

Midway through the press con-
ference, a taped interview with the
three tenors was played.

In heavily broken English,
Domingo noted that a "surprise”

Please sce TENORS, C2

WHAT: Thica Tenots in concert, fea-
tuting José Carscias, Placido Domingo
and Luclana Pavarottl, The concert is
sponsared by Ford Motor Company.
WHEN: Saturday, July 17

Location to ba
For Informatlon, {313) 961-3500

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
BTAYP WRITER
bgullagher@oe. homecomm.net

Americana love outlaws.

We love the English rogue Robin
Hood 8o much that wo invent storics
about our own less admirable desper-
adoes -~ Billy the Kid, Jesse James,
Protty Boy Floyd, Bonnic and Clydo ~
to give them Robin's most endearing
claim to fame; He robbed from the
rich to give to the poor.

Every year sinco 1891 Richard Sax,
dean of Madonna University’s College
of Arts & Humanities, teaches a popu-
lar workshop on the hero of Sherwood
Forest - from his carliest incarnation

in the 13005 to the latest TV and

Robin Hood steals the show at Madonna University

movie versions, Rabin Hood is a hero
for all generations.

“I think he’s popular with people,
Amcricans eapecially, because we love
counter culture heroea, as long us
thoy embody community values and
Rabin doea that,” said Sax. “He does
tho right thing. He'a selfless, noble,
adept, competent.” !

The Robin Hood workshop, Friday
ovoning and alt day Saturday at
Madonna University at 1-86 and
Lovan in Livenin, involves a merging
of discipli Sax gives d a
background on the history of the
Plantngenots, a introduction of tho
carly Robin Hood ballads ‘and a look
at somo film treatments of the legend,

i

Most Robin Hood stories are set in
the time of King Richard I, the Lion-
Hearted, and his brother Prince (Iater
King) John.

*Richard tha First was ofl fighting
the Crusades. His brother, John, was
thought of as cruel. I think Richard
was cruel as well, but people thought
of him as charismatic. John was
unfairly taxing people and in Robin
Hood wo have n counter culture hero.
But Robin was not the first.”

Stories of ather noble bandits such
08 Adnm Bell were cventually folded
over inta the familiar Robin Hood
atary, The five original stories — Robin
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Deadly encounter: Robin Hood bat-
tles Guy of Gisborne after an cngrav-
ing by Thomas Bewick, ¢. 1795, from

Ritson’s "Robin Hood.”




