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SPECIAL WRITER

T "With a population approaching
10 million, constant trafTic jams,
and an inescnpable din of con-
struction, Guangzhou, onco
known as Canton, can be a lot of

fon,

" Walk though the city’s convo-

luted atreots and you'll sce

crowds of hawkers selling every-
thing froin brasaicres to bundles
of live frogs, tha later being tied
together with string, (And if you
stick around, you'll probably sce

.some of the poor creaturcs

.akinned alive,)

.- You'll pass countless restau-
rants with stacks of cages out
front, vorze holding long black
snakes, some holding chickens,
ducks or an occasional kitten.

Get out in the morning and
you'll see the city's clderiy prac-
ticing t'ai chi in the parks and on
the walkways along the Poarl
River. And you'll probably pass
a free-lance barber or two givin
haircuts on the sidewalk: a fold-
ing chair, a mirror ticd to a tree,

“a pair of manual clippers . . . and
they’re in business,

- As you walk, you might note
some of the things being trans-
ported by motorcycle: the carcass
.of a freshly slaughtered pig, a

_eago full of chickens, a family of
four... -

A two-hour bus ride from Hong
Kong, Guangzhou (pronounced

. Gwang Joo) ia the largest city in
Guangdong province, the rela-
(tively small area in southeast
Chinn. It's one of China's nchest
and most rapidly developing
cities and it's captivated Joshua
‘Kenny, an American f{rom Madi-
‘son, Wis., who has been living in
Chinn for mere than a year.

“It's the most exciting and
intereating city I've over been
in,” Kenny says.

While admitting that as &
tourist destination Guangzhou
doean't compare with Beijing,
with itas palaces, monumenta and

_the Great Wall, or Shanghai,

: which is reclaiming its reputa-

tion as the Paris of the Orient, .
- Kenny insists that Guargzhou”

‘haos it’s awn charm, It's found,
+he says, in the traditional brick
buildings that still lino many of
the smalter streets and in the

© openness of the Cantonese. peo-
.ple, who speak to foreignors

‘<much more readily than people
in the north.

“In Guangzhou, if you walk
down the side streets, it's very
different from what you ace on
the big avenues,” he explains,
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For sale: Hawkers selling everything from socks to batteries to tissue paper line the

sidewalks of Guangzhou.

*It's certainly more traditional,
less Western. Therc's also a
kind of street culture. You can
buy your food on the street, you
meet your neighbors, you sit out
front and talk to them.”

Kenny, 23, came to China as
an English teacher, and it's
teaching that has enabled him to
stay long enough to get to know
Guangzhou, its people and its
language as well as to travel to
other parts of the country.

After graduating from collego
last year with a degrce in Span.
iah and linguistics, Kenny got
his first tenching job: a 10-month

i ¢ at Sh Universi

ty, in Shantou city. Afterwards,
he came to Guangzhou and
found a job teaching with a for-
profit school that specializes in
teaching English to the Chinese
employees of multinational com-
panies doing business here.

That school, ALTEC, is run by

ing Asian cconomy.

But he warns that people
intereated in teaching here must
be qualified. That means having
a college degree and, proferably,
professional certification, he
soys. It also means being adapt-
able, culturally sensitive and
having some overseas work expe-
rience, preforably in Asia, he
adds,

“So I can see the person has
some exposure to another cul-
turo,” he explains. “It doesn’t
mean the person will be a good
teacher, but at least I don't have
to worry that they’ll frenk out
when they get here.”

Surprisingly, perhaps, being
able to apeak Chincso is not a
qualification. ALTEC's students
aro almost all college graduates
who have studied English for 11
years. ‘They’re able to communi-
cate with their teachers and

don't need baaic instruction.

Chris Barclay, who grow up .iny,; They need practice using the

‘Enst Lansing and ia n 1986 grad-
uate of the Cranbrook School in
Bloomfield Hills.

Barelay, 31, started the school
in 1995 with his wife, May, who
is Chinesc. Today, there are
branches in several of China's
major citles,

Barclay predicts that the
demand for English training -
and for English teachers ~ will
remain strong despite the falter-
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language and help learning
English idioms and business:
related vbeabulary.

Al the same, Kenny says that
the experience of toaching in
China will be far richer if the
teacher makes an effort to learn
tho local language. He studied
Mandarin, China's official lan-
guage, for a year in callege and
has studied Cantoneso sinco he's
been here. .

One of the hazards of teaching
in China, he says, is that stu-
dents hero treat their tenchers
as “respected guests,” building a
wall of formality between the
teachers and the culture they've
como to explore.

“I think that whother or not
you speak Chinese it'a difficult to

break out of that ‘respected
guest' rale,” he soys. “But if you
don't speak Chinese, 1 thi
almost impossible.”

Like Kenny, Helen Yau taugh
at a university before joining
ALTEC. Born in Louth, Bng- -
tand, to Chinese parents{ishe
came to Chinn, sho says, t&dia-

cover her heritage: e

She's managed to travel wigely
despite her teaching responaibili-
ties, working in trips to some of
China's most beautiful attrac-

ons.
For natural beauty, Yau, 28,

- OF codrse,

.. Whore can you got more
Informatlion about toachlng
ovoraoas?

The Intsrnet Is a great
place to start.: Dave's ESL
Cafe (www. pacificnel. net/
~sperling/estcafe.ntml) Is an
especlally good site. It
offors practical information
for those already teaching
English as a second ian-
guage and Job listings for
those scoking employment.
There are usually several
postings for jobs in China
and elsewhere in Asla as
well as throughout the world.

recommends the Wuling moun-
tains in Hunan province. With
their craggy peaks and ever-
greens, they evoke scenes from
countless Chinese paintings.

She also recommends a trip to
the distant city Xiahe, in Gansu
province near the center of the
country. The main attractiua is
the Labrang Monastery, a ncarly
300-yenr-old Buddhist
monastery that Yau says is mag-

-nificent despite the visitors who
~flock there.

-“It's magical,” she says. “You
have. English menus, which
spoils it a bit, but it's atill so
wonderful.” .

) China’s greatest
attraction is the Gruat Wall,

- which éan be reached by taxi

fram Beyjing. Kenny visited the
ancient'structure last winter on
a quigk trip to Beijing - what the
Chidese call “Sceing flowers
from the back of a horse” — and

B

says it lives up to the hype.,

But to get some jnsight into
today's Chinn, he recommends
visiting Chairman Mao's tamb in
Beijing's Tiananmen Square.
‘There, the preserved remuins of
the 'man who created the modern
Chinese stato are on display.

T think you sec morc of the
social control,” Kenny snys,
‘They kecp you moving at all
times, and it's dark. You're hav-
ing an experionca that is much
more geared to'the Chinese

‘tourist than to the forcign

tourist.”

Of courae, not everyone who
comes to Guangzhou feels a need
to see all’ of China in a year or
two, or cven at all. Lisa Stouf-
fer, another ALTEC teacher,
came here cight years ngo, and
aside from a couple of trips home
to the U.S,, she's done very little
traveling, )

A former nirde from Salina,
Kansas, Stouffer, 33, speaks
Cantonese fluently and says that
her home, her best friends, and,
indeed, her Jife are all right here
in Guangzhou. She plans to stay
for at least the next 20 years.

Not that it's always casy. She
admita that sometimes while
apending more than an houron n
bus just to buy a few groceries,
she misses being able to drive to
a shopping center. But, she
says, that's part of what makes
her lifa hero more meaningful.

“In your own country, you get
in you own little rut, you take
things for granted,” she says.
“But here you can’t do that.”

Jim Radebaugh is a former
Observer & Eccentric reporter
now living and teaching in
China.

Lively city: Sha Mian Islan (left) is a relatively tranquil neighborhood in frenetic
Guangzhou, where (right) bicycles make their way through the narrow streets of

Guangzhou.
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