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POINTS OF VIEW

Farmington Hills man designs his own retirement;

To put it bluatly, we were
downright worried. I mean, the
man lives'alone, doesn't golf,
doean't orida, doesn't surf
the net, and don't even talk to
him about using a VCR, What
would Dad do when he retired?
‘That was the question my broth-
erand I, as well as other family
members and friends, pondered.

After some 40 odd years of
dentistry, my father finelly
retired two years ago and 1 have
been so impressed at how his
rotirement haa evalved that 1
wanted to lot othors know that
there can be quite o full retire-
ment for those whoso paronta
fita such a description as my
dad's.

During hia 40 somo yecars of
gonoral dentistry, my father
used to tell us he was roally n
frustrated architect and design-
or, Now that tho grind of the
dny-to-day work week has beon
lifted, that side of my father hna
blossomed. In fact I would say
that during those 40 ycars, ideas
bave been percolating and now
he scoms to be brewing up a
whole houseful of wonderfully
creative ideas,

Today my fothor lives in a
Parmington Hilla condomini

Japanese gordens, as well an
architecture and interior design.
I think it might be tho sleck and
simplo lines of both contempo-
rary and Japanese design that
attracted my father to both, I
remember calling home from col-
lege years ago and having my
father answer the telephono out
of breath from having just run
inside tho house. Ho had been
outside moving rocks and clear-
ing away the brush in the back
yard to make a Japanese garden,
The garden included areas of
small, white, well groomed
stones as well 2a hugo rocks
specifically placed (don't ask
how) amidst bonaai-like trimmed
bushes. He even built a wooden
Japancse-like structure in the
middle of his garden that later
would serve as the chupah for
my wedding. It was beautiful.
This garden would turn out to be
tho precuraor to hia current
evolving tour de force, his condo-
minium,

He had dabbled in some furni-
ture making years back and in
fact built a wonderful piece that
went at the foot of his king sized
bed. It was tho width of the bed
and was mads of blond wood. My

He has always been interested in
y dosign. H
Miller and Knoll were familiar
npames to my brother and I as we
were growing up. My dnd‘hﬁd

father polishod it until it was
incredibly smooth. He added an
Asian flare with the trim. It
opens up and functions as a dec-
orative item as well o8 storage
apace. He aleo built a set of

| put together several
decarated households in the vari-
ous places in which he lived,
with furniture of his favorite
designors,
. My father also developed a fas-
cination and appreciation for
J design, includi

dresser d that h
this bed-end. He went out and
bought some lighta that looked
liko miniature shoji screons and
put them on tap of the dresser to
tie in all the picces of furniture.
‘The bed-end has since been mod-
ified and incorporated into a

sleck wall unit in the dining

room. .
- My father started out making

several trips to Pier 1 buying up
a number of bubbla light fix-
tures. At tho same time, ho was
collecting cattails at the aide of
tho road and putting thom in
Inrgo black vases. It was always
the simple look of it all that he
liked. One thing scomed to lead
to another. He arranged small
stones on an cnd table in his liv-

‘ing room - Japanese garden

style; he hond-painted Jupanese
aymbols on atrategic pieces of
furniture. [ particularly liked the
story about a bonsai plant that
somcone gave him that later
died but “camo back to eternal

life” when my father spray paint.

ed it green. Ho carefully placed
three-feot-tall snmurai atatue
that a close friend gave him at
an, entranceway into the
living/dining room of his home.
Then came the phone call
telling mo about the tuna noodle
casseroles. Il never forgot it. Wo

' wore talking about my father's

condo when all of a sudden he
started talking about tuna noo-
dle casacrolos and the black
trays in which they are pack-
aged. What on carth did they
have to do with the interior
decor of his condo? An idea came
to my father to turn them into a
window treatment in his
kitchen, He outlined the window
with these black tuna noodle
dishes, cut a red dot about the
size of a quarter and put one in
cach dish, On the top of the win-
dow, centored he designod hia
vereion of the mounted swordfish
wall banging, which was not of a
swordfish but of that rare breed

of fish, the “tuna noodle,” made

- out of red and black felt, one of

the cassorole dishes and
spaghetti noodle tentacles com-
ing off the back end of the fish.

As my father has commentod
to me several times, it almost
ssems like the tail is wagging
the dog as far as his condo is
concerned. One idea leads him to
another.

When my father is not busy
working on one of his interior
deaign projecta, usually he can
bo found at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center playing racquetball
and wi g out. He has boen
staunch member of the center for
years and has recently expanded
his almost daily workout pro-
gram to include weight training
and a 1-2 mile walk. Hoe has also
become somewhat of a personal
trainer for a closo friend of his
who suffered a partinl stroko. He
also onjoys reading, playing a
good game of gin rummy, mect-
ing periodically with a group of
his friends who formed a supper
club some 30 years ago, comiog
out to visit my brother and me in
Chicago and Boston, respective-
ly, and boing with his grandchil-
dren.

I am not so worried anymore
about whot my father will do
with his }ifo now that he is
rotired. He is designing and

hioni life an: i
in a fulfilling, engaging and cre-
ative way and nll without any of
the usual accoutermenta of
retiremont as meny have come
to know it ~ rounds of golf or
winters in Florida. It can be
done and I couldn’t be prouder of
him if I tried.
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Enjoylng: Julius

Feld, a retired dentist,

has discauem

a new life with his interests and grandchildren, such

as Raphael.

Deborah Fabisiewicz is a for-
mer Farmington area reaident,
how living near Boston, who
asked for the opportunity to write

about her father, Julius I-‘:.'.-.',%
who lives in Farmington Hills.  +
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nightspot Sept. 24.

During the conversation inside of his pickup
truck, Kuchcinok suggests "Ico” carjack the intend-
ed victim on [-698 necr his Milford workplace
because he typically carries large sums of cash.

She also propases “Ice” follow D'Annibolie for n

- couple of days from work to his C o Town-

M ‘You're talking about a lady who has a very ruptured past whose chlid
was just taken away from her. Our argument Is you're talking about a
woman who s very. susceptible to suggestions.’ - -

F4

s Neil Rockind
o —Defense attorney

ship home before committing the murder. Hal-
loween would be a good time to do the hit since
there is a lot going on, she offers,

Mekoski assures her not to worry about the
body. “I'l chop that me---s fo--e up, He won't be
seen again,” he says.

The pair agrce on a price, $3,000, with $1,500
paid up front. However, Kucheink doean't give the
undercover officer the money,

Afterward, Kucheiok’s.attorney said she got
caught up in the und officer’s by d

her,” said Neil Rockind, Kuchciak's attorney. “Our
argument is you're talking about a woman who i3
very susceptible to suggestions.”

In an earlier converaation between Kucheink and
the informant, she stated she didn’t want nny
vl R .

ak fit to stand trial. Sho waa charged with assault
in 18886, 1995 nnd 1996, the latter two involving

dangerous weapons.
D'Annibelle had a "stormy” re
heink

®

1ationship with
ibelle file

her y said, D'A

kind said. The p attar-
ney dismisscs that as her being coy aince sho

She likcly went nlong with the plot to appcase
the 6-foot-3, 242-pound officer posing as & donger-
ous nssossin. He put the idea of murder in her
head, her attorney said,

“You're talking about a lady who has a very rup-
tured past whoso child was just taken away from
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belicved the jailhouse phone call was monitored.
*“The tape spenks for itself,” soid Brett Chudler,
Oakland County asaistant prosccutor, “... She did-
n't have to take the pager number. She didn't have
to call the hit man. She didn't have to get into the
car with him.”
A court-ordered forensics report deemed Kuchei-

order against her.

" Fhe forensics report might explain why she
appears on tapo as & willing participant in a con-
spiracy to murder D'Annibelle, Rockind said.
“Paula is capable of that, hiding emotions and
playing o role,” Rockind said. “That's what she

was deing here.”

GUARANTEED LOWEST RAVE
or match any advertised rate for LASIK
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Consoling: Paula Marie Kuchciak’s fami-
Iy has been in court for support.

in Southeast Michigan.

fo & fin ot

Oihor

optian o not coply

Reduce or
eliminate your
dependency on
contacts and glasses

.t TR

« Expertise — more than 15,000 refractive :
surgeties performed.

« Excimer laser experience since 1988.

« One of few practicesto own their excimer laser,

resulting in lower surgery fees.

« Interest-free payment plan.

Call: 248-352-2806
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