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Drug conspiracy trial delayed following collapse

PROTO BY B4 Bustex

Support: Mindy Brass with friends E‘ed Barrett and
his wife, Robin Fraser. Brass collapsed in court,
causing her trail to be delayed.

Polish immigrants help steady sagging enrollment at
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‘The number of Catholic priest-
hood candidates has steadily
declined over the past 30 years,
but §8. Cyril and Methodius
Seminary in Orchard Lake has
maintained a pretty stoady
enrollment thanks to the recruit-
mont of Poiuh immigrants.

ly 8,000 ]

said Monsignor Frank Koper,
sominary rector.

In the lnte 19808, as others
watched the number of Ameri-
can candidates fade, the Orchard
Lake seminary headed for
Poland to find recruits, Tedny, of
the seminary's 52 students
studying to bocome priests, 93
percent are from Poland and 7
percent from the U.S.

And a $500,000 iga to
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Tho drug conspiracy trial of a
California womnn uwmﬁng a
heart 1

that lightly,” he said, *because a
free press is important.”

But after heering motions
from tho attorneys, Warshawsky
nmd he imposed the order *in the
of a fair trial.”

when she collnpsed 'I'hux‘aduy in
Oaldand Cireuit Court and was
rushed to the bospital.

Mindy R, Braas, 40, slumped
from her chair to tho floor with
acute respiratory distress shortly

,after tho main prosccution wit-

ness took tho stand, She was
gasping for air as a friend, Fred
Barrett, cradled her in his arma,

Barrett administored two
doses of what he said was Brasa’
nitroglycerin medieation hefore
sherifl's personnel arrived ond
rushed her to an emergency
room. She was released later
that day, attached to a heart
monitor and confined to bed,
according to Barrett.

*We (he and his wife, Robin
Fraser of Farmington Hilla) have
been through this before,” Bar-
rett said late Thursday. “It's
acary.
*Her doctor sent o lotter (to
the court) saying she isn't well
enough to be in court for three
dnys,” enid Barrott.

Judge Meyer Warshawsky, a
visiting drug judge prosiding
over the case, declined to answer
questions about the case or to
diseuss the rensons he imposed a
gag order on defense and prose-
cution attorneys. *I didn't de

$100,000 toward the campaign.

The drop in American candi-
dates is mostly due to a cultural
shift — & move away from com-
m.iment, Koper safd.

*Young people find it vury
hard to commit thommlven to a
cause or " Koper

The judge’s clerk Friday con-
firmed that court had boen
recessed after Bross was taken
to the hospital. The trial will
resumo Tucsdny, he eaid, after
the birthday of Martin Luther
King Jr., when the courts were
closed anyway.

Assistant Prosecutor Beth M,
Hand had previously complained
that press coverage of Brass —
who suffered a geri hoart

81 Durlng hev Incarceration at the Scott Correc-
tional Facility in Plymouth, Brass was hospital-

Izad on numerous occaslons and cvaluated for

heart transplant at both the Henry Ford and the |
Universily of Michigan medical conters.

Leflet and Emil Mardenli,

attempted to sell the cocoine to

undercover officera at a motel.
During her i

Brass, who was & highly sue
ecssful marketing conaultant
Sun Diego, ndmiu using qocmne )

“reer

the Scatt Correctional Fucxhty m
Plymouth, Brass was h

in’
small nmmmla Wllh friends and”’
She also .

admits planning to sell a kilo of -

attack while imprisened in 1993
— genorated undue

ized on nu;nelr’ws occancm; nnd

buth thu Huury Ford and tlw

Hand said she has aymputhy for
Brass' condition, but the chargo
against her is serious, and it
could result in hor being resen-
tenced to life in prison.

After her trinl in 1992 — when
the jury deliberated less than
two hours bofore returning a
guilty verdict — Drass was sen-
tenced under the state's drug-
lifer law which, st the time,
mandated life in prison with ne
chanco of parole The law has
since been ch d to permit

medical
ccnturu Brn“ is otherwise
healthy, but needs a heart trans-
plant, according to physicians.
She is currently on the list for
heart transplant at U of M.

Last July, circuit Judge Rudy
Nichols ordered a new trial for
Brass use defense nttorneys
in 1992 did not have access to
information that could ba used to
challenge tha credibility of the
main witness, William Leflet.
Pendmg retrial, the judge

pavole after 15, 17 or 20 years,
depending on various factors,
Brass is with conspir-
ing to soll or deliver a kilo of
cocaine. The stems from a
Troy drug bust in D b

d Brass to the Farming-
ton Hills couple under house

arrest,

Leflot had taken the witness
stand Thursday — without the
jury present — when Brass wl-

1891, when two men, William R

breakdown in family life, he
added,

“The family is where vocations
are born,” Koper said.

But commitment isn't the enly
pmblnm With the growth in new
ies, he said, I.lfe isalot

anid. *It's a cultural ph

lnpuud, p and
r air.

86 to 23,000 students nationwide
in 1997-98. These people work as
professionals in the church,
teaching and holding adminis-
trative positions,

Polish immigrants sce the
ommrtumty w study abroad for
d 03 a chanee to live

that young people find itHifficult
to make commitments.”
'ﬂm of that are

wore enrolled in seminarica

acroas the country in 1967-88 .

By 1958, that pool ol‘

update the inary’s facilities
is under way in an attempt to
keep foreign cnrcllmcnt up nnd
entico more d

priests had, droppud by mora
50 percent. .
*“That statistic in mmll'u very,
very disconcerting and at the
same time it's cause for alarm,”

*They, prnbnbly had bettor

"' facilitios In Poland than what we

had  here,” said Robert
Brzustewicz, a seminary board of
regenta member who contributed

evident, he says, in the growing
divorce rate in this country and
in the number,of conples waiting
longer to get marriod. -
le find it dif-

*“When young
“ficult to work on their differ-

ences in marriages, thoy choose
divorce,” Koper said.
That, in turn, cpn lead to a

"I th!nk they find it difficult to
liston to the call,” Koper said.
“And, I think with all of this,
there is a certain irony that the
Roman Catholic Church has

been growing by 1 million-peoplo .
in the past 10ynm‘Knpeumd *

And there are'a lot more peo.
ple intarested in becoming lay
peup}‘a in the church with t‘ho

ttendi f

increasing from 10,600 in 1985-

in '.hn United States. Ho said all
S58. Cyril and Methodius stu-
dents work as priests in Ameri-
ca, which is good because they
arc needed here, Koper said.

Brzustewice's cuntrlbut’ion' N

.nlong with $60,000 from two

other regents, paid for updating
the seminary’s dangerously out-
dated wiring, with only one cir-
cuit in each seminarian's room.

ine with Lefllet and three
other people.

But Braas insists she ia m:i
guilty of nny crime in Michigan*
because ste intended the drugs-
to be sold in California, whem
the penalty is less zevere.

She also insists she tried to gnt*
out of the deal, but Leflet threat-
ened and intimidated — a claim
Leflet, a former bounty hunter.
and motorcyclo gang member,
denicd during ths original trial.

The sight of Leflet wna*
undoubtedly streasful for Brass,
Robin Fraser said Friday.
“Mindy had been anxious about
the trial and Leflet’s testimony,”
Fraser said Friday. *I'm not sur-
prised she had this attack.”

Mindy could not take phune
calls Friday, said Fraser, *but
she expects to be back in court

esday.”

seminary

The circuits would blow when
students would plug in more
than one appliance, such as a
coffee maker and a computer.

“I was in the electrical supply
business £o I figured I'd try to
give a hand,” said Brzustewicz, a
reaident of Rochester.

The project caded up being
more extensive than planned. All
of the Orchard Lake St. Mary's
campus trnnnfnrman were"
npheed this past summer.

About half the money in the .
$500,000 campaign to update the
seminary has been raised, while
another $250,000 is necded.




