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Preparing:
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‘B rea  bookatores’ and
libraries are bracing for an
onslaught of young, liter-

ary lovers.

. .Beginning Friday, Jan. 16 was
the “Battle of the Books - Middle
School Challenge,” a reading
incentive program for students
in grades 8-8, spunsored by
Farmington Frionds of the

Library. .
And, from Feb. 23 through
March 29, Farmington Public
Schools is sponsoring “Book
Parade,” gesred for fourth and
fifth grade pupils. (Titles for
“Book Parade” won't be made
available until Feb, 23, however.)
. Bring on the readers, sald Skip-® .
Rosentha!, owner of Books
Abound in downtown Furming-
ton, ane of the stores currently
stocking all 10 titles for “Battle

of the Books.” The titles, mostly
available for $3.99 at Books
Abound, must be completed by
Tucsday, March 23, when semi-
final rounds will be held at
schoola.

*“We just like to see kids read-
ing,* anid Rosenthal. “And any-
thing we ¢an do to coope!
‘do... This is n wonderful pro-
gram.” .

Ho alsa isn’t ashamed to admit
there's a spinoff benefit for book-

rate, we .

stores, too — that kids get hooked
carly on the joy of buying and
reading books, whether they are
part of an incentive program or
not. -
This year'a list for “Battie of

the Books" includes the following -

titles:

8 “The-Appreaticeship of
Lucas Whitaker,” by Cynthia C.
DeFelice;

o “Far North,” by Will Hobbes;

B "The New Nick Kramer, or
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Linda Wilson of Books Abound in Farmington shelves books that students will use in the “Battle of the Books” competition.

| - Get ready ...
Middle school students dive into annual ‘Battle of the Books’

My Life As o Baby-Sitter,” by
James Howe;

® "The View From Saturday,”
by E.L. Kenigsburg;

M “Ella Enchanted,” by Gail
Carson Levine;

W “After the War,” by Cuarol
Matas;

B “The Fear Place,” by Phyllis
Reynalds Naylor;

8 “Brian’s Winter,” by Gary
Paulsen;

W “Who's There?” by Stephanie

Tolan; .

® "The Thief,” by Megan
‘Whalen Turner.
- The books also can be checked
out at the two branclies of the
Farmington Commaunity Library,
at 32737 W. 12 Mile Road in
Farmington Hills (248-553-0300%
or at 23600 Liberty Strect in
downtown Parmington (248-474-
7770).

Farmington High School recovers from

By TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

stemmed from bond isaue con-
struction at the high school. A

Rumpled up sheet music and a
“rippled” gym floor are some of
the reminders of thy waler uisin
break over the holiday vacation
at Farmington High Schaol.

Other than that, and some
water-ruined electrical instru-
menta found
last weck in
the high
school
music
department,
it's easen-
tially busi-
ness as
usual,
achool offi-
cials snid.

“They lost
a very valu-
able collee-
tion of sheet
music,” said
Farmington
High princi-
pal John
Barrett. “It'a just a historical losa
in one respect, and an inconve-
nience in another.”

But matters could have been
much worse had school custedial
erews not responded as fast as
they did to a building alorm,
said Ron Aton, of the district's
maintenance and operations
department.

H Gym class-
os and win-
ter sports,
such as bas-
ketball, con-
tinue
despite the
uneven con-
dition of the
floor.

. The crewa rushed to the school

on Sunday, Dec. 27, and quickly
bogan removing much of the
standing water, reducing the
potential for long-term problems.
Barrett anid the cost to roplaze
the sheet music and musical
instruments will be about
$30,000, but that other damage
estimatea have not been final-
jzed,
“Custodinns did a great job,”
Aten snid Wednesday. “It hap-
pened ot 10 a.m, and they wero
there from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. got-
‘ting the water out of there.”

The sprinkler system loak

porary wall erected noar the
auditorium was not sufficiently
insulated, “the cold came in and
frozo that pipe,” Aten explained.
When it did, a rubber gasket
used to fasten 4-inch-thick pipes

in the sprinkler system — built in
1970 - lost ita grip and the pipes

broke.

“After 28 years, that rubber
gasket loses some of its elastici-
ty,” Aton anid.

Gym classes and winter sports,
such as basketball, continue

despite the uneven condition of
the floor, said James Mycrs,
executive director of K-12 stu-
dent services.

Additional areas with water
damage include the cafeterin,
auditorium and corridors 1 the
southenst part of the building,

water main break

Myers said.

“The biggest area (of damage)
was the gym floor, which is
cupped,” Aten said. “You can
refinish the (floor boards), but ...
;.hez_c'a probably just one sanding
eit.

Conches told officials that the

condition of the baskethall floor:
isn't poor enough to warrant ca
celing games or moving them to -
other facilities. Any repairs wilt |
have to wait until after the
school year, s
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SPECIAL OCCASION SPRING 1999 TRUNK SHOW

SUNNY CIOT
ENFRANCAIS
ERIC GASKINS
MARK NEISTER
ST, JouN
TERI JON
CIRIS KOLE
LIANCARLO
TOM & LINDA PLATT
RIMINI
VICTORIA ROYAL.
TADASHI
KAY UNGER
HEIDI WEISEL
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S, OR TO SCHEDULE A COMPLIMENTARY APPOINTMENT WITH A 8

TEN A.M. TO FOUR P M.

GT* PERSONAL SHOPTER, CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800- Gg5- 0175,
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