BY T RICHARD
GTAFY WRITER

In the last twu yom, droves of . Cuplwl
high school studonts in' Troy;

llopublicnn lawmalkers wero
told in caucus that Gov. John
Engler's Stato of the State
speech would have a surprise
that would “2lectrify” Lansing,

Ne ono had a clue until min-
utes before the third-term gover-
nor walked into the Hall of Rep-
resentatives that he would pro-
pose a scholarship carrot to get
high school students to take the
MEAP proficiency tests.

“I'm vory excited about the
$3,000 merit scholarships,” enid
freshman Ruth Johnson, R-
Holly, “It will havo no effect on
taxes because it comes from the
{multi-billion dollar) tobacco set-
tlement.

“More kida will probably take
it with that incentive, And they
can use it on any kind of higher
education - university, commu-
nity college or trade school,” said
Johnson, a Waterford High grad-
uate who recalled that few class-
mate went on to collcge.
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The procesa of applying for a
home equity loan or a second

mortgage could take consider-

ably less time undor a program
outlined by the Oakland County
Executivo.

A process that nermally took
weceka ean now be accomplished
in “a matter of hours,” L. Brooka
Patterson explained Tuesday aa
he unveiled MAAP (Mortgage
Application Acceleration Pro-

m).

Essgentially, MAAP enables
banks and other lending institu-
tions to access data already com-
piled by county agencies such ns
the assessor’s office, the register
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| Logislature and the governor to
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an patron in our neighborhoods.”

Jacobs touted tho Democrats’
“Hlope scholarsbip plan, aimed at
community colleges.
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’ county officials have beon work-

ing with perconnel from Stan-
dard Federal and Comerica to
nsaure that the information pro-
vided undor MAAP: would meot
the nceds of lénders, .

' Boginning- Monday, MAAP
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Until Engler’s scholarship
electricity, mogt talk on the floor
was speculation about how the
governor would fincsse some
kind of administrativo takeover
of Dotroit public schoo

*There is a better way to
improve our. echoola,” aaid
Jacobs. “Reduce class sizes so
toachera can give our children
:he individual attention they|

f‘And along with that, we must
inatitute high scademic stan-
dards in the banic arens of read-
ing, writing, math and acience,”
Jacobs aaid,
Fivo times Engler quoted the
Pottled D ic Presid

Bill Clinton, and once he quoted
Dotroit Mayor Dennis Archer. !
Ropublicans cheered, but|
Democrata gat silently.

Information will bo available at'
www.co.oakland.mf.us or at

The president of the Birming-

South Oakland Association of
Realtors said MAAP can be:
extromely beneficial in Oakland
County.

Consumer demand for homo
equity loans and second mort-
gages is very high, explained
James A. Sands, who is alao
senior vice president and chiof

_appraiaal officer at Standard

Fedoral in Troy. “It's o highly
competitive market,” he said,
and MAAP will help lendera
respond more quickly to the
demands of the market place.

But market forces nnd comi ogmgnd hnpcs to do

) ‘luntf lhy.A

-all londers vin the internet.

ow through February 28, 1999, Take an
ddittonal (0% Off Qur Already Discounted
Prices on Home Accenms. This Special Sale
gncludes Accessories, Plcture Frames,
£irrors, Occaslonal Tables, Rugs and
Regularly Priced Bedding.

“sctoded from this promotion are special
prdeea and special-orderonty floor ltems.,




