Galerie Blu’s g
move to Pontiac
adds ito revival

Thesoe things always happen.

You've got a plan. Everything is all
set. And suddonly, a thing ealled lifo-
geta in the way.

It happened to David Popa of Birm-
ingham.

A graduate of Cranbrook’s ctaes of
1984, he went on to Kalamazoo Col-
lege, then to tha University of Michi-
gan whore he carned his MBA and
atudied marketing.

“I was all ready for my corporate
career, then I kept hearing the advice:
Do something that you love,” said *

po. -

Apparently, tho business back-
ground and his’Jove of art has made
Popa a practical idealist.
Opportunity calls

These days, Popa has both a corpo-

rate career as n project manager at
Ducker Research Co. of Binn’i‘rtghum,
is following

of Andy Warlol,
Despite his need for a "revenuc
1 flow” from a corporate job, there are
lsigns that Popa’s love of art could
soon become a full-time gig.

On Friday, he'll move his art gallery
from his three-ycar home along N.
0ld Woodward in Birmingham to
downtown Pontinc.

The opening exhibit, “Best Bud-

| dies,” is a bancfit featuring an impres-
| sive list of pop artists.
i The future for Popa — and any art

| gatlery, for that matter — is hardly

predictable. '

i But where some might hesitate to
! predict their future, Popa prefers to
* describe his a8 “a time for oppartunity.”

Creating a scene

Typically, before Popa makes any
decision, he gathers plenty of infor-
mation. Looks for trends. Analyzes his
options. *

In deciding to move hia gallery to
Pontiac, it was no different.

Ho spent time walking around
downtown Pontiae, making sure that
cach visit was on a different day.

He talked with artists, cet dealers
and longtime business owners in the
area.

“They're creating a scene in Ponti-
ae," snid Popa, noting the loft develop-
. ments, new rcu\il‘apuccs and the
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Insplred: “Best Buddics” by
Mark Kostab.
l

WHAT: *Bost his passion as
Buddias,’ owwner/director
it to benehit wnoso of Galerie Blu, a
with mantal retar- local gallery
i | datlon specializing in
! | wvwHEN: Opening | pop art.
1] recoption 7 p.m. He spends his
! Q,‘ff’,,’.' Feb. 5. 9-to-5 Berving
truns il
through Soturday, ﬂig’:}‘ﬂ;"g
Feo. 27, automotive
\ FRATURZD industry clients,
| ArRTISTS:
i Romero Britto, When the five
! g { bell :
| Kelth Horing, o'clock
Kenny Schart, Algin | rings, Popa
:| Despert, Robert turns into a
i of
Jullon Schoobel and | taste and talks
others. about hanging
WHER: out in New York
g:z;ﬂu nlg:‘m-c with people like
naw, Font ac. Ronnie Cutrone,
(248) 4547797 a contemporary
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WHAT 1 Americon String Quartet In
cancert -

WEEN: 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. T

E. Washington St., Ann Arsor
TICKEYS: $10-$30, (734) 764-
2538
PROGRAN: Do
n ¥ Mojor, Op. 17, ond Quastet
in o miner, Op, §9,3%. 2; end, a world
premiere of Kenneth Fuch’s Quartot
Na, 3 ("Whispers of Hoavenly Death”)

Hoven's Quarttt

WHERE: Rockham Awditotum, 9151 o

nitic.

“INSIDE: -

String quartet -

| premiers new

work, honors
classical past

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
STAFF WRITER .
fprovenzano@oc.homecomm.net

As far ns prologues go, composer
Reoneth Fuchs confesnes, this
one’s a classical doozy.

Fuchs' newest composition for
string quartct premiercs Sunday,
Feb. 7, at Racham Auditorium in
Ann Arbor. X

Although he composed the piece
with the American String Quartet
in mind, Fuchs is awed both by the .

prospect of baving his work per- -

formed by the legendary group and
having his composition played
‘immedintely after 'a composer's
avork who revelutionized the classi-

. cal style of the 19th enntury.

The American String Quartet,
beginning a world tour to celebrate

«

Artists conjure
spirit of discovery
at Cranbrook

BY FRANE PROVENZANG
STAFF, WRITER .
fprovenzano@oa.homecomm.net

erhaps o new opening line

might be considered for the

Book of Genesis. Something
like: “In the beginning, there was
cloning. And from there, things only
got weirder”

‘That, of course, might not please
fundamentalists, but it offers a
description of how far and relentless-
ly fast science is moving from the
realm of comprehension into a fright-
ening place where ethics and acs-
thetics are mere efter-thoughts. And
where a replicated ewe named Dolly
is the poster child.

Besidea genetic enginesring of ani.
mals and human body parts, how
.weird is the world of science?

Atomic and biolegical weapons of
gnss destruction hove b?cumn passé.

losion o

T Y
communitics is floating in cyber-
apace. Meanwhile, outer space is
becoming littered with satellites.
And a multitude of virtual realitics
are replacing the real thing.

By any standard, science i8 a very
weird placa — and getting atranger
and stranger.

Which only maokes science — the
subject, not the methed — a perfect
topic for n contemporary art exhibit. -

Opening today, “Weird Science” at
Cranbrook Art Muscum, features the
work of four American artists who
turn their ironic senaibilities on sei-
entific methodology.

The exhibit marks a milestone for
Cranbrook, said Gregory Wittkopp.
director of the art museum.

“We're at the point where we can
organize shows of thia caliber, not
just be one of the venues of a travel-
ing exhibit.”

BEHIND: THI

(Editor's Note: "Behind the Scenes” ia an ongoing
serics featuring a Q&A with people who support the
arts in Qakland County.) -

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
STAFY WRITER

fprovenzono@os.homecomm.net

Today, there's little semblance of the 19508 button-
down corporate type who made IBM the prototypical
hierarchical arganization.

Theso days, the talk at IBM is about “building
tenms,” and *virtual corporations.” Attesting to the
change is Steven Horn, community relations manag-
er for IBM in the metro Detroit region, located in
Southfield.

Wearing a blue-stripped shirt and tasteful tie, he

CENES:

Controlled setting: Margaret
Honda’s project (above)
examines the conditions
under which a Box Turtle is

‘studied. Artist Mark Dion

(top photo) with his reptile
specimen project, one of four
in “Weird Science.”

Means to progress?

By no means, does “Weird Science”
set out to bash science as cleulating
orinh Nor do the exhibita of
Mark Dion, Gregory Green, Mar-
garet Honda and Andrea Zittel
impose o Dr. Strangelove scenario of
a world out of control. .

The point of “Weird Science” is
moro subtle, and even respectful: Scis
ence without u conscience is mere
fact gathering. -

And while tho four arlists present

distinctly different projects, there's a - .

comman theme: often, scicnce is
taken for granted as the means to
“progress.” ' . .

As mony contemporary artists con-
tinue to explore mediums and sub-
jects such as gender, identity and pop
culture, there’s a growing interest in
the dynamo propelling technological,
and medical inventions, said Irene
Hofr curator at 'Cranbraok
Museum. B S

“These artists use the language of
sclence, but they're not ined

its 26th yesi, will perform Fuchs’
22-minute piece on & program’
sandwiched between Beethoven's
Quaortet in F Major (“Romeo and

- Juliet”) and hia Quartet in ¢ minsr.

“My favorite music is
Beothoven's lnte quartets,” said
Fuchs, who is director of the school
of music at the University of Okla-
homa. “Those quartets taught mo
about form.”

Obviausly, it's a Jeason for Fuchs
that has had plenty of variations.:

A prolific composer of diverse

musical forms, Fuchs has written :

- about three works a’yeur since his

dnys at Julliard School of Musie 25
years ago. :

In the.late 19808 and carly
1890s, he collaborated with play-
wright Lanford Wilson in a scries
of plays performed at the Circle
Ropertory Theatre in New York
City.

Inspiration for Fuchs® Quartet
No. 3 comes from Walt Whitman's
poem, “Whispers of Heavenly
Death,” a haunting and highly lyri-
eal cycle of poems.

The threc movements, according
to Fuchs, include a brief intreduc:
tion, a slow, expansive search in

by the conclusions of science,” said
Hofmann, s

In other words, the artista in
“Weird Science” search to evoke
those feelings that led Descartes to
doubt, Newton to dremn ‘and Ein-’
stein.to consider the relativity of the

WHAT ¢+ “Wyird Scienaa: A Confiation of
Art and Science,” footuring works by Mock
Dion, Gregory Green, Margacet Honda and
Andres Zittel
WHEN: Through Saturday, April 3
WHERE: Cranbrook Art Museum, 1221
N. Woodwatd Ave., Bloomfield Hills
HOURS: 11 o.m, to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Sun-
day, (248) 645-3323

RELATED EXHIBIT.
WHAT: *In the Dark,” on exploration of
the sights, sour.ds, smells of the dark
hrough fife-like dioramas, hands-0n comput-
er games, reslistie specimens and fibarglass
madels R '
WHERN: Through Sundz,, Moy 2
WHERBES: Cranbiook Institute of Sclence,
1221N, Ave., Hills.

‘Religion of the day '

“Scienco is the religion of the day,”
said Mark Dion, an artist from Penn- -
sylvania who'is self-taught in the
ficld of natural history.

In a darkened gallery, Dion has
arranged more than 100 reptile spec-
imens on a long table. Jars of
formaldehyde, snnkes, lizords, and
frogs are illuminated by lights
beneath the table, giving the fecling
of entering a mad professor's Jabora-

ry. .
Amid the dramatic seience-fiction

setting, Dion hopes his exhibit willl

about
hods, and the actunl presentation

HOURS: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. dally, (toli-
fro0) 1-877-GO-CRANBrook

Stevon Hom

corpo!

He nlzo serves on tho boards of ArtServe, Detroit
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= ‘ he art
Q& A: Role for corporations to support the arts
looks and talka with a 1850s.
casualness about how corporn-’
tions can support tho arta.
Horn's brush cut and conserva-+
tive bifocala offer an hunorary
nod to the formerly staid corpo-
rate tradition.

With a philanthropic chest of
$60 million, IBM is the largest
rate giver in tho country,
While a majority of tho funds
go to IBM’a “Reinventing Edu-
cation” program, Horn of Bever-
1y Hilla has directed funds and
in-kind services to arts groups throughout the region.

Historical Socicty and the United Way. And lost
November, Horn chaired the annual Governor arts
Awards, honr.cing outstanding achicvemonts and con-
tributions in tho arts.” H
ECCENTRIC: Whai's the ma;
.the aris community? '
HORN: We're not ns savvy as we should be.
When the funding starts to go away wo ought ta be
pounding on doors like tho Test of the nonprofits do.
You know, it's a case of the squenking wheel.
ECCENTRIC: That's why collaboration among arts
groups is essential. i
HORN: There are 15,000 n@npmﬁu in the state, and
i .
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Virtuosos: American String
Quartet members include

Lauric Carney, (left), Daniel
Avshalomov, David Gerber
(standing), and Peter Wino-

grad.

in challenge facing
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