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‘There'a no sense disputing tho
dielicntion Lloyd Smith has
toward the Farmington High
Scheol Debate Club. Nor the
respect his team members have
foehim.

~©n Wednesday night, during a
aeason-ending awurds dinner at
Botaford Inn, Smith was honored
for 55 years of service to the
decbate club, Past and present
team members were there when
he was “surprised” by the award-

»

ing of a framed photograph of

the 1998-99 team, .

“That was a nico party,” said
Smith Thursday afterncon,
adding thet he wag thrilled to bo'
recognized. -

A note came mth the plclurc.
*thanking me for being coach for
65 years,” Smith said, “Well... I
do it beeause I like it.”

Smith wouldn't say how long
he'd continue, “One year woent
anto another year and hero 1
am.

Fnrmmgton Hngh students

such ns Benjamin York are glad -

thot the couch is still around,
enjoying the point-counterpoint

world of debate.
“Ho's always giving encournge-
ment. He goes overywhore with

. us,” snid Bemnmm about. the 80-

year-old 8mith, “.. Heo's been

paying costs for us to go to tour- |

naments.”

Asked if Smith could bo con-
gidered tho debate tewm's entire
booster club, Bcn replied, “Yeah,
exactly.”

Smith, who taught at Farm-

ington High 1940-80, down-

played his role.

“I junt visit every rehearsal,
make romarks, critigue them,”
he said. “And I Jine up tourna-

Farmington debate coach honored for his 55 years

ments, arranging transportation,

Tank® rings
Squares of NI in white

that kind of thing. It’s a busy,
husy time during the season,”

The next big trip is in May,
when the debato club travels to
Mackinac Istand for a state tour-
nament.

Faster paced now

Smith said students develop
importunt skills on tho debato
club, which mecets Monday
evenings during the school year.

*It gets them so they're not
afraid to get up and say their
say,” Smith said. “They lcurn
how to deliver their message in
such a way to get a responre.
Most of them have a pretty good

A robber armed with a ham-
mor made off with a small
amount of cash ~ $50 to $60 —
during a hold up at tae 7-Eleven
an 10 Mile Rord and Middlebelt
around midnight Jan, 27,

Around midnight, the man
startled tho night s-tmndnn!,

srmnmnnmmmwutn

Recognlzed: The Farmington Hzgh School Debate Team énded its season with a trib-
ute to veteran coach Lloyd Smith; here with team members.

technique.”

Assisting him are FHS gradu-
ate Matt Zelman and teacher
Dennis Skowronski, who stopped
in to lead tho squad in 1997-98
while Smith recovered from open
heart nurgury There are 20
team members in grades §-12.

The stratogy of dehate,-and

Tha robbor held the hammer
aver his head threatening to hit
the 53-year-old nmngoycu and
ordered him to the register. A
second man cmphed the cash
drawer while the robber with tho
weapon helped himself to

tournaments, haen't changed
much sinco 1944 when the
Farmington High team was

‘formed. According to Smith, the

goal remains for studenla to
“think on their feet and win their
points,” to cunvmcmgly prove or
disprove a given proposition,

But Smith said there have

uU.s. govornment food Btnmys

behind. Southficld police K-8

unit dogu followed a trml to t.hn
Public

hulldmg on 10 Mile where it

onded next to a district truck.

A similar robbery took place at
the Shell Station on Northweat-
ern and Middlebelt. Madisen
Heights and Ferndale police are
inveatigating if therc is a possi-
bla ion to robberics in

(248

2801 Wost Elg Beovor Rd, Troy
-4000
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H who was near the magazino cigarettes.
! rack, when two mon entered the The pair left, Iemnnq a trail of
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B e surgeon Goneral
‘has doterminod that
lack of physieal activity i

their cities.
Tho suspects are described as

. been some changes over the

years in how kids debate,

“The biggest differenco ia the
speed (of a speaker) used to bo
slower,” he explained. “With the
tendency to race-horse, tho
judges understand it but the
goneral public docen't.” .

Police seek 1nfo on robber armed W1th hammer

two black males in their 208,

o man with the hammer is 6
feet tall and ‘weigha 170 pounds,
‘He wans wearing a black ski
ka, gray sweat shirt and black

pani

}hs nccnmphcn is 6-foot-9 and
150 pounds. He was wearing o
blue bandanna on his face, black
jacket and matching pants.

Anyone with information is
asked to phone the Farmington
Hills police at 473-9660.
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