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Familiar face in county leads Liquor Control Commission
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improper travel and telephone
reimbursements and resigned.

Chairing LCC is Jacquelyn A, .

- Stewart, a familiar faco In west-

ern Wayne and Oakland County
politics and government, Stowart
prosides at hearings in Lansing
and, since May of 1898, in an
office building on Drake Road,
south of Grand River Avenue, in

‘armington.

*I had heard stories of $80 mil-
lion missing,” Stowart said in a
rocent intorview, *But in the
audit, we came out real good.”

.Gov. John Engler had assignod

'_ Arthurhultz to privatize the

‘warehousing of liquer, though the
state still runs the businees. A
Treasury Department audit,
requested by the agency, conclud-
od: “We generally found that
internal control procedures were
proper and effective.”

The nudit said LCC should try
to keop its inventory to a mini-
mum and recommended some
better paperwork. In general,
Kathy Wilbur, divector of the
LCC's parent, tho Department of
Consumer and Industry Services,
called the audit good and praised

Stowart's work. governor and Supreme Court 54 not beer and wine. We're like
LCC was formed in 1633, at the ":;‘L‘lgoﬂn':zrﬁsggzg :’n‘:“fr';‘:yl a Fortung 500 company.” ‘
f_nd omeLlnthinn a8 a bipartisan, foor lendor Phil Arthurhultz, Q. Any changes you'd like to

egency. it

liguor distribution, licenses deal-
crs, collecta taxes on spirits, beer
and wine, and enforces liquor

laws,

Stowart had funch at her desk
a8 sha was interviewed about her
working careor and asked for a
civies leason on LCC operations.

Q. 1s your job full time?
What do you do?

A. “Yes, There are fivo commis-
sioners. Two are hearings com-
missioners — they hear all the
liquor violations cases all over the
state (sales to minors, sales to

trative commissioners (including
herself) who do the day-to-day
operations. We sit on the appenl

we had seven.”
Q. Is tho job easier now that
Gov. Englor wants the state
out of the wholesalo liquor
businecsa? .
A. “Let me clarify that, The
state is not out of the wholesal

and law enforcoment
people.’

Jac%uelyn Stewart
. —Liquor Control Commisyion
chairwoman

product to the ADA (threo autho-
rized distribution agents -~ Gener-
al Wine & Liguor Co. in Highland
Park, NWS Michigan, Inc,, in
Brownstown, and Trans-Con Co.
in Bloomficld Hills).

*We've gone from 400 to 164
omployeot. We have a fi

bad check policiea.

“Ho said, ‘Hey, in six months if " K

it doesn't work you can leave, and
if I don't think you're working I'll
tell you, and you &an leave.’ Six-
teen years later, I was still work-
ing for him."

{In 1978 sho graduated from
Oakland Community College's
law enforcement academy, and in
1980 she marricd Huntington
Woods Police Chief Jim Btewart,
later a U.S. marshal., He's now
rotired. They live in Farmington

(The LCC must be bipartisan.

dopartment (29), licensing divi-
slon (46) and our enforcemant,
division (70)" ; .

Q. How many licenses are
there? . :

A. “We have 14,000 on-premise
liconses (restaurants, hotels,
bars) and off-premise, which ara
SDD and SDM (specially demg-
nated distributor and morchant),
which are your party stores; we
have 3,600.7 .

Q. LCC commissioners was
the first political job in 1848
of G, Mennen Willlams (later

Is LCC a good jumping off
spot for politica?

A. “Years 0go, when we had 100
state atores, they were all over
the state. I imagine if you wers a
good chair and your omployces
liked you, they could help you.
T'vo heard stories that Williams
did use the position as a catalyst
to become governor.

“I don't plan on running for gov-
ernor.”

Q. How do you get this kind
of a job?

A.*l had a law enforcement
background. I've dona a lot of
work in the potitical arena. I
worked for (then Oakland Prose-
cutor) Brooks Patterson-for 16
yeara. And I worked with Con-
gressman Jack McDonald. I

Stowart worked for 19th District
U.S. Rep. McDonald, “a friend of
the family,” in 1872, coordinated
Patterson’s campaigns for prose-
cutor in 1972 and 1982, and han-
dled a number of party posts,
'mcluding'thn Rnpu‘blicup Ngtjon-

" noss job, right?

. and oporate as & businesa. Wo

was inted in 1989 by -
Democratic Gov. James Blan-
chard and reappointed by Repub-
lican Gov. John Engler for four-.
year terms.}
~ Q. Am chalr of the Liquor
Control Commiasion, you're
under the Department of Con-
sumer and lndustry Affairs,
This is a regulatory and busi-

A. “Correct, We'ro a business

netted, last fiscal year, $86.5 mil-
lion, after all exponsea. We took
{n- $588 million. That's just apir-

sec in the next Engler four-
year term? } :

A. “We'ro looking to chango §3.
rules to streamline our licensing
process to make it more uaer-
friendly. Many are archaic and
conflict with cities’, Wo want to
atreamline that a0 whon people
do apply for a liquor license, it's
not going to take cight to nino
months. = |

“We are doing decoy operations.
Last year we did 3,100. The com-
mission alone did that. Statewide,
about a third of tho people where
we made stops did sell aleohol to
a minor, And a little over 50 per-
cent anked for identification and
still sold to them.

*We want to impress not only
licensees hut their employces that

A. “Absolutely. T think it's going
to take education. The commis-
sion can only enforce its liquor
laws on licensecs, Wo can sus-
pend, we can fine, we can rovoke
their license.

business. What we're out of is

: warehousing and distribution,

That has been turned over to ths
private aector.

*“We placo the order with the
industry. Tho industry sends the

al Ce and irec-
tor for the Michigan delegation at

*When you get into the college
the i58i 08 no

Now Orleans in 1988.)

“When Brooks called me (after
tha 1972 election) and wanted me
to come to work for him, I enid,
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hority there, That’s for the
local prosecutor and law enforce-
ment people. But the highway
safety people nnd community

Pleaso seo LCC, A8
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Assiseed Liyiné Residence

Opening soon!
3450 W,

e71E71CE the finest in assisted living at Waltonwood of Royal Oak, Qur elegant
apatments provide an ideal setting for personalized care and quality services. Visit our new
community in the heare of the city and see why older adults are anticipating our spring
opening. Check our these benefirs:
B Drivate studio and onc-bedroom furnished apartments
B Professional, courteaus staff to assiss with personal needs

all 1o

Wialtonwood communitics offer the finest in independen living and assisced living.
[ ay for a

Gracious biving
& supportive cove
Waltonwood of Royal Oak

hirseen Mile Road
across from William Beaumont Hoipital

personal
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Famlliar: Jacquelyn A. Stewart is a fu}ni[iar face in western Wayne and Qakland
County politics and government. She is the chair of the Liquor Control Commis-

sion.

M.EL will match any advertised
rate for LASIK
in Southeast Michigan.
Vther discounts & financing cphion do nol apply with maiched rales

Why the Michigan Eyecare Institute?

« Expertise— more than 15,000 refractive

i~ ) ) i surgeries performed. .
: :::'::f;;,m“::n:{:fn:n an clegan dining room Reduce or « Excimer laser experience since 1988.
B Beauty shop, gift shop and inviting common arcas eliminate your need » One of few practices to own their excimer laser,
B Activities, outings, scheduled transportation and more. for contacts and resulting in lower surgery fees.

For more information, call (248} 549-6400. glasses. + Inferest-free payment plan. -

Quality care & experience at no extra cosl.

Call: 248-352-2806
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3250 Walton Blvd. (opening summer) 2000 N, Canton Centee Rd. ‘ A
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