Blues baseball clinlc
The South Farmington Bascball
‘Inc. Bluea will host an instructional
bascball elinic for all ages from noon
to 3 p.m. on Saturday, March 8,
The clinic site will bo the Crosa of
Christ Church gymnosium, which is
. located on the northwest corner of
Telegraph and Lone Pine roads,
Woyno State Univeraity varsity
basoball coach Rod Georgoe and his
asgistants will serve as clinic inatruc-
tors, The coat ia $45. To register, call
Greg Anderson at (248) 477-5096.

Grimaldi wins honor

Junior Anne Grimaldi of Farming-
ton Hills, a member of the Almn Col-
lege women's track and ficld team,
was named the school's athloto of tho
week for her performance Feb, 6 at
the Huntington Relays.

Grimaldi helped the Scots to a first-
place team {inish in their opening
meet of the year by soaring ahend in *
the 3,200-moter run with a winning
time of 12:11.8, She also taok third
place in the 1,600 run with a time of

:35.8.

Grimaldi is an accounting major
and a membor of the cross country
team, too,

Whalers blitz Sting

After two tight periods, tho Ply-
mouth Whalers broke loose for five
goais in the third period Sunday to
rout the host Sarnia Sting in an
Ontario Hockey Lengue game, 7-2.

The win pushed Plymauth’s record
to 40-8-3 for 83 points, tying it with
the Ottawn 87s and the Barrie Colts

+ for first place overall in the OHL. Sar-
nia slipped to 28-16-5.

The win was the Whalers’ third in
three days. They bnnt !hc Kltchcncr
. 2-1 Friday in ¥

edged the Toronto St. chhncln
. Mujors 6-3 Saturday at Plymouth's

Compuware Arena,

Peter Cava gave Sarnia-the early
lead Sunday, scoring a power-play
goul at the 5:46 mark of the opening
period. The Whalers answered with
goals from Nikos Tselios (5:58) and
Jason Ward (9:05), but the Sting’s
Ivan Novoseltsev knotted it at 2-2
before the period ended.

A scoreless third period sct the
stage for the third-period fireworks.
Ward's second goal of the game, and
16th of the season, broke the tie.
Gaals by David Legwand (his 26th),
Harold Druken (45th), Taclios (16th)
and Damian Surma (12th) followed.
Druken aleo had two assists in the
period; Kevin Holdridge (Redford
Catholic Central) had two assists, too.

Rob Zepp made 17 stops in goal for
Plymouth; Curtis Cruickshank hed 33
saves for Sarnia.

Fishing trivia contest

Here's o chance to prove your aupe-
rior fishing knowledge and win tick-
ets'to the 11th Annual Greater
Detroit Sportfishing and Travel Expo
in Lhe process.

We'll hold a ﬁshmg trwm contest
each Thursday in the Observer &
Eccentric through Feb. 26, Answer
the weekly trivia question correctly
and have a chance to win four tickets
to the Sportfishing and Travel Expo
March 4-7 at the Palace of Auburn
Hills. Onc weekly winner will be ran-
domly sclected from all the correct
anawers we receive, All entries for
this week’s quostion must be post-
marked by Monday, Feb. 15.

On St. Patrick’s Day, 1998, Dennis
Nevins shattered the state record
when he landed a brook trout in
excess of nino pounds while ice fish-
ing on Clear Lake in the Upper
Peninsula. By how much did Nevins'
fish beeak the old record of six
pounds, 12 ounces?

8end in the correct answer to: Fish-
ing Triyia Contest, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, MI 48009. Remember,
all ontrjea muat be postmarked by
Monday| Feb, 16,

U-DM hoop promotion

The J;leeruity of Detroit Morcy

women's|basketball team ia having a
Take-A-Kid-To-The-Game promotion
when thHo Titans host Wisconsin
Green BnE' Saturday at Calihan Hall,

The program, designed to promote
the womeén's game to youth, allowa
children
gnmo fm
siom, Tiils i
program that hun grown I"fnm 30
NCAA schocla in the first year to 289,

3 and under to entor the
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Not even the return of leading scorer
Lamar Bigby could stop unheralded
Oakland Community Collego from tak-
ing hipart nationally-ranked Schoolcraft
College in men’s basketbull Monday,

The Ocelots had won 16 straight

Montez Briggs connected on 62 percent of his

field-goal attempts and scored a game-high
oints Monday as Oakland Community

ed heavily-favored Schoolcraft in

etball game, 117.97,

t
games, including their firet six in the
chhxgan Communlty College Athletic

s Eastern but
the Roiders handed Schooleraft ita
third loss in five games, 117-97,

Blgby averaging 18 points n game, ,

missed the last three games, including
a critical logs to Flint Mott. Two games
were duc to an eligibility issue and the

other to a violation of team rules.

He was cleared to play against OCC
Monday, but Bigby wasn't enough to
derail the hot-ahooting Raiders, who
came into the game with losing records
in conference play and overall.

But the Raiders wero hardly in awe .
of the Ocelots, who were No. 13 in the
country at ano time. OCC storted fast
and never relented, rolling to a 69-45
lead by halftime and increasing that to
30 points with thres minutes left.

First-yoar OCC coach Dymetrius
Waro wouldn't take eredit for the lop-
sided win,

“Y wasn't shooting it,” he replisd
when an enlooker complimented him

- Power.play at center court . - -

Dig. mls. Rocke!s Fannmgton s Lyudsy Howard, a 8 foat- snpbomore rmddle hitter, sends.a
sp:ke ouertkc net Monday. The Falconz lost to Westland John Glenn, howeuer See story on C4
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on his conching. “I just watched
you did.” . :

SC coach Corlos Briggs was fnr\:cd to
watch, too, and it wasn't protty.

“It was ugly,” he said. “We were ell~
ish, and (the Raiders) ployed hké a
team.”

Most of the damnge was inﬂlctcd by
the OCC backcourt. Point guard Mon-
tez Briggs lit up the Ocelots fur 46

points, converting 13 of 21 shols 62 _

pcrwnt) from the floor, including six of
nine three-pointers, and all 14 of his
free throws. Briggs also hnd éight
rebounds, six assists and four steals..

Raiders
assume
top spot

BY DAN O'MEARA by
STAFP WRITER .
domearn@oohomecomm.net

North Farmington started sluw‘ but
finished strong Tucsday to remain the
only undefeated boys baskotball tuum
in the Western Lakes Activities As
ation.

The Raiders overcame an early lead
by visiting Northville and pulled away
in the final four minutes to post a 53-
34 v lcwry

The win coupled with Walled Lnkc
Western's 47-46 loss to Plymouth
Salem puts North atop the WLAA
atandings with a 7-0 record.

With four league gomes leﬂ., the

_Raiders play at Westland John Glenn

(6-2) Friday and at Western (7:1)
Tuesday. Their last two games are
nzainst Livonia Stevenson and Farm-
ington.

BASKETBALL

Making five of its first seven shots,
Northville {4-4) worked the ball inside,
beating the North defense for curly
Inyups and a 12-6 lead.

But junior Phil Watha hit the first of
hiy six three-point baskets to end the
first quarter and get the Raiders going
offensively.

North, now 11-2 overall, also turned,
up the defensivo pressure and held
Northville to just three points in the
second period while taking a 21-15
halftime lead.

“It wes a matter of making a couple
(defensive) adjustments, with (Gunior
center) Emir (Medunjanin) moving up
a little bit,” North coach Tom Negoshi-
an said. And I think we started ph\\»
ing harder on defense.

“(The Mustangs are) a very dxﬂ'mult.
team to plny against. They're big and
they get in that odd-man front zone,
and our kids did a great job of adjust-
ing to it. To Northvilles credit, they
hnl]il 4 good game plan and plnycd \'ury
we,

Northville stayed within four poml‘l
after three quarters, 34-30. But Wotha
hit back-to-back threes to start:the
fourth and make it a 10-point di
ence.

Brent Allen's layup with
remaining kept the Mustangs close at
40-34, but the Raiders finished:the
game by scoring the last 13 points,
including six by Medunjanin and: ‘one
more three by Watha.

“(Northville has) been playing pooph-
very tough,” Negeshinn. “That's not
indicative how close it was.

“Our kids were very patient, went
about attacking the zone and got very

Plense sco BASKETBALL, Ci

Warriors show they stzll have what it takes

BY Mm BUDNER

mhdnmhnmmma
The talk about Brother Rica's decline
in swimming in.greatly premature, In
fact, if Saturday’s Oakiand County
+ swimming and diving championship
moect is any indication, the Warriora
remain a legitimate state-titlo threat,
Many atato swim observera belicved
Brother Rice's swim team, ownera of
_five enneacutive atata Claxa A champi.
onships, would bo on the downturn this
season after losing threo key swimmera
to graduntion. Even though they've

by

] SWIMMING

been No. 1 most of this yenr, it was
widely apeculated the Warriors' lofty
ranking was based strictly on past per-
formance,

Well, the Warriora made a big state-
ment at the county meet, rolling to
their sixth cousecutive county crown
and looking very strong and deep in
the provess, Tuey are lighly motivated
to defend their state title, and the
county performance was a big confi-
dence bullder,

. b

Rice acored 3056 points nnd casily
defeated Rochester Adams, which was
led by record-breaking junior Christian
Vanderkany and placed second with
192 points, North Farmington had the
best finish amang Farmington schoals
(cighth place).

Rico won both freestyle relays, was
third in the 200 medloy and placed
among the top six in seven of the nine
individual ovents. The Wnrnors scared

ia all 12 svents, including the 200

freestyle in which thoy took five of tho
firat six places. Rice also had three
scarera in the IM, 100 and 6500

d

freestyle, backstroke and bmnsutmkc

Rice’s first-year coach, Mike Vonos,
admits it tok his Warriors a little time
to adjust to the graduntion of laxt
yoar's swim studs Karl Pawlewiez,
Matt Parrish and Nick Dudn. But he
was very pleased with his l.cnm )
efforts Saturday.

"It's a little dnﬂ‘urent. It taok some
time for these guys to quit looking
nruund for Matt Parrish, Knrl
Dawlowics an

“A lut of peaple in the past thou;,h! \\ o
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