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POINTS OF VIEW

Engler: Look at budget for
the governor’s priorities

I f you want to know what a politician’s real pri-

"f'Urban’ sprawl" Could it be

-gny em‘ironmentubm gasped with
delight lnst ‘month when Gov.'John
Engleriin lu.gum of the State

] eicht.vmtrhe didu't

orities aro, forget the window. dressing con-
tained in the Stato of the (you fill in the blank) -
Speech. Instead, look to the budget when it's final-
Jy submitted,
E Gav J ohn Engler provides an instructive exam-

far faate:&han our population ie mwing E
Could itbétnie? Did s ;bumlqrholk wmu

frumlleaven, 28 it anu]{qn ¥

road'to Datmascus, akid

le.

P In hm widely praiged State uﬂ.hc State Bpeech

nt the end of January, the governor made educa-

tion his top priority, arguing that Mxr.hlgnn had to
poa “smart state” to succeed in the cconomic com-

patition of the future and proposing all manner of

innovations in education,

. His budget, unveiled last week, had a distinctly
dlﬂ'crent emphnsua In it, Engler recommended

Omuendaga.
‘There follows & set of “fnct shmh' r-utmg
the agmg of the {urm populaticn. In the
.} middle isa significunt environmental faet: "
*Michigan is losing approxi y 118 acres
of farmland per day.”
That sumber means little to us suburbnn
computer hackers, 5o lot's explore it. In 5.4

anid
Nt quite. Hers 38 the toniplota guo
with emphagis added: “As we work tagather:
to implement Clenn Michigan, save  farm-
land and reducs urban sprawl ...
The operative words are “save fnrmlnnd_"
Farmers aro in agtibusiness, Their. volces

$1.63 billion he

.wants to spend on higher-education. If past priori-
nu.s are any guide to the future, the Engler budget
for 2000 will be the first in Michigan history to

'spend xmore money to warchousg cnminnln thnn to_

‘educate young peop! o,

:  1don't get it. Or, more accurately, l d_ldn't get it

‘until I read a serics of rrticles recently published
'in the Atlantic Monthly mugnzmc written by Eric’

about 20 pereont while the number of peopln in
prison has risen by 50 porcent. '

The logicis unatoppahle. If crime ia gomg up,
we need to build more prisons, But if crime is

-going down, it’s because we have built more pris--

ons. And, most certainly, building yet more pris-
ons will drive the crime rate down even more,
When the Legislature ﬁnnlly passes tho Engler

lower \hchxgun. und ‘he noted that 16 people
died and 72 were hospitalized from eating
tainted meat, much of it from Michigan.
Then he maved to what was reully bugmng

; him;

B \'l"hc ngncult\ml ecnnumy lsﬁo Towest it
"has been since 1929, I hear complaints from
farmers that they're selling land to pay
their mortgages, I hope ngricullure is higher

gnvmg state prisons a budget hike nearly four are louder, believe mo, than envir Michi

times bigger than the onoe for public universities, ““'s’ ’ "i‘;‘:}t’w can m;&;am: - :]ith‘m o :«f'lnl:go

i Engler called on the Legislature to incrense @ s th M hl- Tho Deteoit 67 aquu‘;e miles G;TA:S Thl:: sy:f;lus Bt“o
appropriations to the Department of Corrections 0 the lc papers missed the
by $110 million, more than 8 percont, much of tho £an Senate and Feb. 11 exchange cn::’;ls:cgl;lk:pvie Iose 670 equare miles, or-
. Engler called on the :‘;TX gl«;?g::v ence of apec:ul interests that has given prison con- the | Eﬂﬂel’ ramin- ﬁggﬁtﬁ%ﬁfrf 8- | 18 townships, or more than an average- -

- Leglslature to Increase  prison beds. Fif- struction in tho United States a seemingly unstop— istration aso got-. Mary Lannoye ’ :;:nﬂ;d :-‘:i"m}'- Thm'!: mnlld)i a lg: of fnhrnﬂ;nd

<o | pable momentum.” ﬂng the mes- < ’ it doesn't count woodlands, wetlands

appropriations to the f;&::l“:n:?é Schlosser cites these components: sago: Develop :‘nfM%::‘; HG ;f_'%;:n_ nnd prairies. :
Department of Comrec- be guaranteed B Politicians, both libernl and conservative, ment Isn't alt verse City'. You Meanwhile, Ladbroke DHC the state’s -
tions by $210 milllon, . jjcrensesof$2e | WH© regularly pander to a public fearful of crime good. Doval don't see premier thoroughbred horse track, hos shut

ore than 8 percent Hon by veting for new prisons. If you can got them to . Doveiop- down as gamblers get sucked in by casinos.
m percent, million ~a 1.6 mient isn't th McManus’ name | ey p vy .
'm";h of the money percent increase stand still for a moment, ask your state represen- ki e much in these t puts a dent in horae raising and the e

Ing to n 4,712 ¥ while another | tative and senator under what circumstances they | Same as gconom papers because he feed business.

) going to opel woven schools would vote agninst prison cfnstruction and Ic growth, Dovel  yuses with taser | DcGrow.and McManus go on: “Michigan’s
new prison beds. Fif- would divvy u staffing and for more money for colleges and uni- opntent moans reciston on apple industry was recently hithard by
*Wn public unlversltles an cxtm‘ggi P | versities. Don't hold your breath. bladﬁopn!n ” zgﬁb'.;ainnss competition from cheap imports Cmm .
would be guarant million from a W Poor rural arens, whero prisons have become open s and  issucs the way” China.”

B the main engine of economic growth. Thero are p pace s N Now, any nutritionist, homc ec teacher or
ncreases 24 l!l“‘ new funding for- legislators from northern Michigan and the UP buiiding naturat Detroit legislators your own mother can tell you that locally -
. . X )3 .

flon-a1.6 DI?]IIWM mullf?u dopted who never met a prison thoy - and their unem- gas-guzziing E:I;;:E ;::‘;2 grown food tastes better and is botter for
Increase ~ whilo anoth Engler's Pm‘. ployed constituents - didn't like. hontes that pro- McManus first | YO8 than food shipped from Lhousands of
er seven schools would posed budget M Private companies riding the current fad for duco noth!ng but-  complimented mllc:‘:wny.‘l'::t us not )nl:‘iullgs1 in r}:;u-bush-
divvy up an Qm $14 would put tatal privatization, that regard the $1.67 billion spent Tawn clippinga. Lannbye on ing. Let's talk putrition, health, product
milllon from & new state speading in Michigap on prisons not as a burden on cur putting some Bﬂf'sﬁwih Michizon Senate and the Eogl
funding formula, on prisons at taxes but 28 a lucrative market. monoy in the bud- | 4 o the Michigan !n ate “’; e ngler

b . 8 Stato government bureaucrats, in charge of . administration are getting the message:
- nearly $1.57 bil- get for the bovine o
' lion, nearl ever-increasing pots of money and power. tuberculosis prob- Dcvclnpmunt isn't oll gond Development
H ual to ﬂ)}; The data are clear, Nationwide since 1991, the lem io norheast isn't the snme as economic growth. Develop-
: be) rate of violont crime in America has fallen by’ ment means blacktopping open space and

building natural gas-guzzling homes that
produce nothing but lawn clippings. s
Engler has wised up to the need to curb .
development in order to protect agribusi-
ness. In his catochism, it's known as “impers
fect contrition™ — doing the right thing
because you fear damuation and loss of
campaign coatributors. “Perfect contrition”™
would mean doing the right thing because

Schlosscr. budgct you'll see that growth in state spending on on your priority list next year.”

. Taking his text from the famous warning about

. !he “military-industrial complex” in President
‘Elscnhuwer’s 1961 farewell address, Schlosser

prisong easily will surpass spending on colleges
and universities. You may not like it, but at lenst

you'll understand why.

Lannoye nodded: Messago rocmved
The same day, Senate Majority Leader
Dan DeGrow, R-Port Huron, announced for-

the Creator says so and it benefits your
neighbor (Luke 10: 29-37).

Eugler isn't fully there on the environ-
mental issue, but he'’s improving.

mation of 2 Sconte task forco on agriculture

‘suggeuts the real reason behind the cnormous
i preservation to “examine the status and

. Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Commu-

in prison nationwide is the ey . im Ri implica-

‘workings of thn pnann-mduumul complex aset | Rications Ncu;mrkllnc the mmp any "'"';‘:”:'e"’r’;’;s futul’;:-I of Michigan's second Jargest }udna- t o:;':fs;;:]:gu;vfc‘;ﬁn‘z :,g:'f: ai[’::lﬂ:f:
atic, tey.” Heading it will bé McManus, of cou " * a

e - nd voice mail at (734) 953- 2047 Ext. 1880, or by e- andn :m:n:ggrl wv:ill L:%iann:nﬂu;ru:l, D-rse, mail number is (734) 953-2047, Ext. 1851,

-thnt i ding on imprison-
;mcnc regardless of the nctuul need.” Not a con-
sp;rncy, the prison-industrial complex is “a conflu-

mail: ppower@oconline.com
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Dont Go It Alone.
Fecling a bit lost? Call us. We can :ms\\cr%'our questions, latk with you about your options,

listen to your concemns or help you choose a path. Dor't make the Journcy alone.
Cancer AnswerLine: 1-860-865-1125

. N hutp:/fwww.cancor.mad.umjch.edu

Comprehensive Cancer Conter

m U n\vcrsnv of Michigon




