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After 30 yoars and seven
Aﬁwgcs, Farmnington Hills Palice
:Crdr, Dennis Rochford’s office
\wall dapicts a storied law
‘ebforcement carger pursuing a
1 fow wiso guys.

: Four degrees pinned on the
:same wall nluo reflects a carcer
- path wiscly pursued,

N ‘Rochi:ord, 4B, is proud of his

‘@& ‘In some familles,
you have a father or an
uncle who are poli

" Commander has yet another
award for his career path

ilmd law enforcoment in gencral,

said. |
Virtually all Farmington Hills

officers and you're pre-
dostined to become a
pollce officer. It just
never crossed my
mind.’

Dennis Rochford

—Hills police commander

d, and carcer
ments, One wouldn't have hap-
pened without the ether, he said,

He earned associate’s and
bacholor’s degrees in criminal
justice at Madonna Univeraity
and a master’s in public admin-
istration from Eastern Michigan
University. Ho's also a graduate
of the Northwestern University
Traffic Institute’s School of
Police Staff and the FBI Nation-
al Academy.

. He'll have to make room on the

sama wall for another honor:
Rochford was named as 1998
VFW Police Officer of the Year.

“It's one thing you noed,”
Rochford snid, “You go to school
and you get differont ideas and

. realize there are different peoplo
out there, You're not in this one
mindset.”

Rochford's educational back-
ground is partly duc to the
Omnibus crimo bill of 1968. Fed-
cral legislation provided money
for police officers to get addition-
al education and training, which
raised standards for now hires
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police and half the
number of sergeants have mas-
ter's degreea. . '

Ironically, Rochford initially
dropped out of collego to become
o police officer, Tho 1968 Detroit
Cathedral High graduato was an
cngineering major at Lawrence
Tech, but.loft to become a cadet
with then-Farmington Township
police department.

He was the first but not the
last in his family to go into law
enforcomeant, After Rochford
jolned, his brother, Dan, becameo
a'Detroit police officer while his
sistor, Sue, worked for West-
land's department. Twe of hia
cousins also became polico offi-
cers.-

“I got into it and I really
enjoyed it,” Rochford said, *I
think thay saw how much [
enjoyed it. B

“In some families, you have a

. father or an uncle who are police

officers and you're predeatined to
becomo a police officer. It just
nevor crassed my mind.”

At the height of the war '

protests in 1971, Rochford
beeame an officer. He went onto
become a sergeant, licutenant,
captnin and commandor.

In the meantime, he's wit-

nessed the profession and city

Honored; I¢’s not the first time that Commander Dennis

Hills Police Department has

Officer of the Year is nonetheless an honor.

grow.

“The technology you have in a
scout car now has changed a lot,”
ho said, referring to the comput-
er terminals and radios in
today’s vehicles, “When 1 start-
ed, you were lucky to have a
prep radio inside. They didn't
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GOURMET CHINESE RESTAURANT 1
Featuring
* Authéntic HONG KONG Style Cooking .
Wontterful Traditlonal Favoriten...Superh Variety of Dining Speclalifes
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2 Newsroom: - 248-477-5450
» Newsroom fax: 248-477-9722
» Nightline/Sports:  734-953-2141
» Reader Comment Une: 734-953-2042
» Classified Advertising: 734-591-0900 -
> Display Advertlsing:  734-591-2300

> Home Delivery: 248-901-4716
> Cable TV Weeldy: 734-953-2190

Ho : 734-953-2020
» Open'}'\

developments in your area.
» Free real estate seminar
Information,
» Current mortgage rates.

¢ CLASSIFIED AFTER Houxs:.734-591;0900
» Place classified ads at your convenience.

& CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAKLAND COUNTY: 248-901-4716
»"Request subscriptions at your convenience.
<% O&E ON-LINE: 248-644-1100
» You can access On-Line W‘Ihléusl about any Communications
software—PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can:
o Send and receive unlimited email.

« Access all featuses of the Internet—Telnet, Gophes, WWW
and more.

« Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric
newspapers.
- # Chat with users acrass town of across Ihg country.
;" Ifyou need help signing on to our service, just call the -
O & E On-Line Hotline: 734-953-2266- ..

TANMIE Oraves / STATT Axmizy

PHOTO REPRINTS: 734-591-0500
SO tapents of plctres At Kave'bien taken By our siaff ™"
photographers: .
» Provide the publication date, pagc number, and description
of the picture, which must have been published within the
past 6 months. .
= $20 for the first print, $7.50 for éach additional print paid in
advance (check ar credit card).
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Saturday February 20th
9:00 am- 12:00 noon

Hald at Pioneer Mortgage in Novi
Call (248) 344-1544 x301
Ask for Taml Hoak (reservations only)

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF GREAT CURRENCY
EXCHANGE RATES AND ENJOY HUGE SAVINGS!
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MAH’R BRAND NAMES - NEW 8. RECONDITIONED
10 MINUTES FROM TUNNEL - WE DELIVER TO U.S.
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‘Come see

! the newest
Since 1950 teghnology in
Replacement Windows

We now offer financing
« Lifetimo Warranty » Thermopana in many stylos and colo
+Bows & Bays » Low E Glass » Superspacer Windows
that fights condensation » Fast, casy cioaning
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GREAT PREICES: ALL THE TH
To Help You c.l:s » New Look With

oven have screens between the
front and back seat (where pris-
oners usunlly sit.)”

His oxperionco is an assct,
Chicf Bill Dwyer said.

“Longevity of this kind {s not
only rare but serves to illustrate
the commander’s commitment to

Child car seat
for Bob Sellers

Recent publicity about the
complexity of child car seat
installation hase led many par-
ents to queation their children’s
gafety while traveling. A team of
iocal experts and Botsford Gen-
eral Hospital representatives
will help eort out the issucs and
provide free, on-the-spot checks
of child car seats. "

The inspectiona will take placo

B~ Bring In Al Of Your Old |
v Diamonds & Gold l
Rolex Watches Wante

51.99 Batterles for Most Watches 2
» Exctuding Lithium » W/Coupon + Limit One

§ 33183, .o 248 42767 |

The Willows
Specializing in Memory Loss
Licensed Assisted Living Facility

vy PpoTo &Y RILA. Bars |

Rocl.zy;ord of the Farmington

been honored. But being named the 1998 VFW Police

hin duties and community,”
Dwyer snid.

Said Rochford on the VFW
honor: “It's a great honor to bo
recognized by your peers and
subordinates.”

i_nspecifions set
Pontiac Feb. 20

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m, Saturday,
Feb, 20, at the Bob Sellers Ponti-
ac¢/GMC Dealership at 38000
Grand River in Farmington
Hills. In addition to child car
seat checks, the event will fea-
ture demonstrations of “Andy
the Ambulance™ by Community
EMS, face painting for children,
give-aways and kids finger print-
ing. A .

M . lé Years of Experlence | « Family Style Meals
M + Seven rolling, private ncres  © 24 Hour Tralued Personnel
N *+ Secured Environment « Respite and Adult Day Care
M * Six Private A datl * C located near major
) shopping areas and freeways
40705 Thirteen Mile Rd = Novi
(248) 374-2088

Orchard Mall -
Antique Show

FEBRUARY

18 -21

Collectibles = Furniture
Glass » China » Art
Jewelry © Oniental Porcelain
Appraisals — $1 per item

Sfeatyiring china restoration
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