The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1999

BY T BTt
BYAYY WRITKR
tsmith@oo.homucomm.not

Many people would say that
mornings starting with pan-
cnkes, orange juice and coffee
are  protty good. But
Clarcncoville Middle School stu-
dents and mombers of Livonia's
police department recently dis-
covered tho missing ingredient
for & great breakfast — getting
together around tho table for
chow and camaraderie,

About 70 middle achool stu-
dents came out for the 8 a.m,
cvent on Saturday, Feb. 6, said
principal Pamela Swert. But so
did Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey,
Liventa police Chicf Pete Kunst,
Clarenceville schools Superin-
tendent Thomas Tattan and sev-
eral school board members. -

Breakfast gives kids and cops cha.nce’ to bond

“It was for tho inter 1
relationship between the police
department and youth today,”
Swert said, ... If kida get in
trouble, or nced a policeman,

they :van’t bo afraid to contact

Cm.

Students and officers snt at
round-tablea in the middle
achool cafeteria, to discuss perti-
nent topica (such as drug aware-
ness) and fill out questionnaires,

“They talked about things to
be aware of,” Swert oxplained,
“to bo concerned about. The
effects that drugs can have on a
persan, for example.”

There are about 415 children
whao attend Clarenceville Middle
8chool, with approximately 30
percent of those living in the city
of Farmington Hilla. The district
also includes portions of Livonin

Let's talk: Livonia Police Sgt. Paul Wood (left) and FPolice Ch
company of Clarenceville Middle School students during the breakfast.

LE MIDDLE SCHOOL

and Redford Township.

“Soventy students attended
and that'a a pretty good draw for
a Saturday morning,” Swert
said, adding that the breakfast
“gecmed like an extremely posi-
tive thing... We're hoping this
will becoma an annual ovent.”

A preovlous such evont was
held in 1996 at Corsi's Restau-
rant on Seven Mile Rood in Livo-
nia,

Helping prepare the pancake
breakfast were Clarenceville

school board Preaident John
Kanyo, Vice President Ron Silye
and Treasurer Gary Garrison, a
1874 Clarenceville High gradu-
ate”

Swert noted that the breakfost

i o growing ti

between the middle school and
Livonin police department.

Officor Tom Funke is in his
first year as police linison officer,
“and that's been a positive expe-
rience,” Swert said.

ief Pete Kunst énjoy the

and Amanda Killian.

Good moming: Livonia Police Officer Ken Hitchcock
(left) and Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey participated in..
the breakfast, as did Clarenceville Middle School stu-

dents Patricia Harting (background, left) Nicole Hurst

reflect:

s a start: Breakfast and school-police camaraderic were served Saturday, Feb. 6
at Clarenceville Middle School. Pictured (from left) are students Renea Bolender,

Allison Holt, Robin Morgan,
Tim McGillivary, students Jeff

Bernadette Lokojarvi (standing), Livonia Police Sgt.

‘Babcock of Farmington Hills, Jennifer Lampinen of

Farmington Hills, Tracie Tuschereau and Ashley Isaacsen.

Farmington’s assessment
notices are coming in the mail
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With many Farmington senior
citizons on fixed incomes, cven a
tiny asscssment increase might
signify worries and hand-wring-
ing.

Iént thero is an available pre-
scription, said John Sailor,
Farmington city assessor. Peoplo
who don't like what their nsacss-
ment notices say can file applica-
tions as financial hardship cases
and try to get a littlo bit of help
with the bill.

About 4,000 asscssment
notices will begin reaching
Farmington mailboxes late this
W

their assessments, Farmington
Board of Reviews are scheduled
8 a.m. to-6 p.m. Menday, March
8, and 2-6 p.m. and 7-8 p.m.
Wedaesday, March 10.

Sailor estimated that residen-
tial, commercinl and industrial
parcels will have average
increases of 4.6, 2.6 and 4.0 per-
cent, respectively.

Most homeownera, however,
will have nsscasment increases
of less than 1.6 percent, which {s
the rate of inflation. Under Pro-
posal A, property asacssments
may increase only to a maximum
& percent or the rate of inflation,
whichever is least.

Parcels with nssessments sig-
nificantly above that figure,
Sailor explained bably had

eck,
“We do have more fors,”
Sailor said. "And they probably
have more of a necd for somo
help ... We havo maybe a greater
potential source of hardship
cases” than Farmington Hills or
other nearby communitics.

For those wanting to apply aa
hardship cases, or merely protest

P
construction, renovation or wera
sold over the past year.  *
Every year, propertiea are
reappraiscd, to determine State
Equalized Values.
“People should be aware that

the (Board of Roviow) ia willing

to considor hardship situations,

people who can’t pay their
taxes,” Sailor said. *... If some-
one doesn't have the ability to
pay, we'd adjust their assess-
ment down.”

Sailor said hardships are lim-
ited to 30 per year, and are kept
confidential.

“When wo can (help), we do,”
he added.

Some senior citizens apparent-
1y fail to take advantage of the
option, eithor because they don't
know they can or because they
are “too proud,” Sailor said, “1
was talking to one {elderly) resi-
dent who hosn't paid lnst year’s
taxes yet. But ho didn't file for a
hardship ...

“We certainly don't want any-
body moving out of the city
because thoy can't pay the prop-
erty taxes.”

For information avout schedul-
ing a Board of Review appoint-
ment, or for filing a hardship
clal;'m, call (248) 474-5500, Ext.
230. .

Effort afoot to rename part of M-5

Majority Floor Leader Andrew Raczkowski and
stato Son, Bill Bullard Jr. have introduced legiala-
tion to designate a portion of M-5 as the Keith
Deacon Memorial Highway in honor of the commu-
nity lender’s tireleas efforta to {mprove the road,

SHpitn Deacon's reientless purault of funding &r
the M-6 project will benefit residenta for decades to
come,” said Raczkowski, R-Farmington Hills. “This
would be a proper tribute to Keith'a memory and to

his long record of public servico in the Farmington

area.” :

Deacon, who died in February 18986, volunteered
oxtensively in the area, Ho served as mayor of
Farmington Hills and as a city council member. He
also wos a momber of the Zoning Board of Appeals.

“The memory of ¥oith's foit
should remain as long as the M-5 freeway,”
Raczkowski said. “Naming a portion of the road
after him will ensure the legacy.”

thful publie service

give yourself extra pockets of downtime

Bring out your casual, comfortable best in
separates from Democracy. Made in the
USA. Sizes S, M, L. :

Red waflle-weave jacket, cotton, $160.
Gingham-check short-sleeved linen shirt,
red/white, $86.

Flax drawstring cargo pants,
Tencei®/cotton, $108.

Signature Sportswear
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Gitt Certificates Comptimontary Sitvee Gift Box

Birmingham = (248) 644-6900 Livonia ¢ (734) 591-7606  Rochester * {248} 831-6000

SHOPPING HOURS ¢ MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Jacobson's Charge

Basoser




