‘Pienist .
Howard Shel-
ley performs
with the
Detroit Sym-

guest conduc-
tor Yan Pascal
Tortelier, 8

tra Hall in
$13-848, call

(313) 676-
5111

Spend an cvening with Carl
-Reiner 8 p.m.-at the West — ~ -
Bloomfield High School Audi-
torium. Tickets $25 for mem-
bers of the Jewish Community
Center, and $35 for non-mem-
bers, call (248) 661-7649.-

~SUNDAY.

Local Celtic favorites Black-
thorn appear 3 p.n. at the
Southfield Centre for the Arts,
24350 Southfield Road,
Southfield. Tickets $8 and
include an opportunity to
meet the artists following the
purf?rmance. Call (248) 424-
8041.

Disney on Ice presents
“The Little Mermaid,” fea-
turing Ursula the Sea
Witch and Ariel the mer-
maid, through Sunday,
March 7 at Joe Louis
Arena, Detroit, Tickets
812.50-330, call, (248)
645-6666, or (313) 983-
6606 for more informa-
tion.

®bserver & Eecentric

p.m. at Orches-

Detroit. Tickets

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER
hgullagher@oc.homecomm.oot

What's a 12-letter name for

“'508~'003 jazz singer?”

-~ According to the Fob~14 NMew--.

York Times Magazine, the answer
is Abbey Lincoln.

The 68-year-old diva laughed
when asked if she had seen the
puzzle.

+ *“Yea, I was thrilled,” she said in
a voice alightly lighter than her
famous, smokey-rich singing voice.

Lincoln, who will be performing
March 12 at Ann Arbor's Michigan
Theatre, has just released a new,
provecative CD on Verve, “Whally
Earth,” that continues a string of
albuma dating from tho lato 1980a
that display Lincoln's talents as &
singer and songwriter. But, as the
puzzlo notes, Lincoln has been a
force In music since the 1860s.

“I met Louis Armstrong when I
was 22, around 19562 and I saw
Billic Holiday in Honolulu," Lin-
coln said. “I think people weren't
80 buginess oriented then, They
weren't laoking to be rich with
more money. It was like a calling
and you just did it, cspecially the
men, they bring the music no mat-
ter what”

Lincoln secs herself in a long
tradition of “the music.” .

“Now it's such a business. This
is no time for art, no timo for n
Duke Ellington, Frank Sinatra,
Billie Holiday. They didn’t call it
jazz. It was music, Rosemary
Clooney, I sang her songs. Ella..”
she'safd, .

WHAT: Aﬁbﬂ Lincoln 'perior.ms
with her trio for the UMS concert,

- sories. | IR
WHEMN: 8 p.m. Friday, Mare!
A2

" WERERIE: Michigan Theater,
603, €. Liberty, Ann Aibor,
FICKETFS: $20-$32. Cali (734)
764-2538.

In 1957, the Kalamazoo native
met the great be-bop drummer
Muax Roach, whe was her husband
from 1962 to 1970, and started
singing with small jazz groups
and recording some of her' own
material.-In 1961 sho was fea-
tured en Roach’s famoua “Freedom
Now Suite,” which she said taught
her how to use her veice freely as
nn instrument. She was also intro-
duced to John Coltrano and Thelo-
nious Monk.

It was Monk who encouraged
Lincoln.to becomo n composer
after she put lyrics to his “Blue
Monk." . '

“I never thought I was going to
be o composer,” she said, “It was
Thelonious Monk who was quoted
on tho back of an album snying

- that Abbey Lincoln is not just a

great singer but a great composer.
1 had written lyries to ‘Bluo Monk'
and ho didn't object. ... Ho came

- over to the studio and did a little

dance and whispered in my oar,
Don’t be 80 perfect’ I nsked Mox

.what ho meant, and he said it

means you can make a mistake.”
That freed Lincoln to expori-

" *Places

A FORCE THAT'S ‘WHOLLY EARTH’

ment and write music that tran-
seends easy categories. The new
album displayo a strong mystical,
spiritunl element both in her
evocative lysico and in the multi-

- textured music, Thetitle tanc

givea n sense of her concerns:
where the folks
inhebit/hnve a  geometric
grace/Circled, squared, somotimes
triangled/ruled with lines and
space.”

“I'm an older woman and I'm
more spiritunl,” sho says with a
chuckle. *I don’t sing about bad
relutionships or sex anymore. I'm
too old for that, and I don't care
about it.”

Though usually a lyric comes
firat, sometimes it's the musie.

“It depends, sometimes the
music comes firat. ‘Look to the
Stars,” tho music came first, § was
thinking of Jimmy Scott and the
way he holds a'note. But ‘Convor-
sation with a Baby’ came altogoth-
er as o picce; music and Jyrics,”
she gaid, oL

“Conversation” I8 an unusual,
thought-provoking lullabye dedi-
cated to a child named Qandhi.

“Gandhi is someone’s little boy
here in tho apartment houae
where 1 live,” she said. “It's for a
happy baby.”

Lincoin is also a powerful inter-
pretor of songs by othera. Her
recording of Bob Dylan's “Mr, Tam-
bourine Man” en hor last album,
“Who Used to Dance,” reccived a
1ot of air play and rave revicws.

“I saw *Mr. Tambourine. Man' on

_brioﬂy_ in the early '7(?5‘ and ﬂ'lg!l
P

young peoplo in San Francisco, I
was sort of the Big Maoma there,”
she said. “I saw the lyrics and 1
sajd, Yeah, this is what 1 want to
eny’ Tt took me 20 years to record
it, but I finally did” - . :

On the new album ehe performs
the Mercer-Hampton-Burke sten-
dard “Midnight San,” Benny
Carter's'“Another Time, Another
Place” and, most
notably, the Yip
Harburg-Harold
Arlen "If T Only
Had o Brein” from
“The Wizard of
0z Her veraion
ploys with the songs timing and
melody while retaining its irony
and humor, typical of Lincoln’s
thoughtful approach.

The album's music is multi-tex-
tured. Though on stage she'll be
accompanied by just her fine trio,
on the album she is supported on
vibes and marimba by Bobby
Hutcherson, on trumpet by
Nicholas Payton and on two songs
an vocals by Maggie Brown, whoso
younger, lighter voice adds a nico
contrast.

Lincoln gaid she'll be performing
songs from the Grammy-winning
“A Turtle's Dream,” “Who Used to
Dance” and her new album in Ann
Arbor. .

She said her long association
with Jean-Phillipe Allard has been
important in her ro-emergence as
a singer after quitting music

and perfc

a piano when I was with these
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BY CHRISTINA FU0CO
BTAFF WIITER
cluoco@oc.homecomm.net

Arranging an interview with
Brinn Wilson is unlike any
other. His publicist warns that
Wilson is “not chatty.” In order
for tho interviow to work, Wilson
needs to talk about his music,
his album "Imagination” and
maybe his favorito song on it.
There can be no “yes or no”

and thoughtful.

‘WHOz Drlen Wilson .
WHEN: Pesforms at 7:30 p.m, Tuesdey,
Musrch 9: The show Is oxpected 1o fun two
hours. . .
WHERHR: Michigan Thoatre, 603 E. Liber-
ty St., Ann Arbor.

HOW:1: Tickets are $35 and $45, For moro
Information, call (734) 608-8307, (248}
0645-6668°0r visit
http://www.99music.com,

questiona and if the conversation lulls, "it's over.”
Sean Lennon, who interviewed Wilson for “Raygun”
magazine, cven wrate that Wilson's publicist told him,
“Now don’t be surprised i he gets up after five min-
utes.” Wilson's conversation with Lennon was long

But when Wilson called two weeka ngo, it was short
and to the polnt. He nnswers the question, “How nre

you?" with, “I'm good, Let's get
the interview going, OK?

One thing that excites Wilson
is his tour to promote the album
“Imagination,” a very Beach
Boys-sounding album which
carned rave reviews from critica.

“I1t be tho firat major tour
T've tnken in my carcer. It’s pret-
ty oxciting. To be able to perform
my music in front of people is
kind of a thrill for me.”

In the song “South American” off “Imagination,”
Wilson sings “I've been around too long to care what
anyone snys.” But that insecurity is what kept him
out of the musical spotlight for 10 years,

“] was 80 hurt juat by tho fact that my first record

didn't soll in 1988,” Wilson said about the album

Ploaso scc WILSON, E2

A reluctant Brian Wilson talks about« .’i

music

Rare appear-
ance: Brian
Wilson performs
Tuesday at the
Michigan The-
atre in Ann
Arbor. Last |
month he was -
up for the “Best
Historical
Album” Gram-
my for The
Beach Boys' ..
album “The Pe
Sounds Scs-

sions.” ~
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