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Voice technology translates his speech to words

T am not write T B
1ﬂg this columa. nhaf‘

Instead, I am
spenking it. I
am wearing a
headsot, much
like the earncst-
locking young
people selling
long-distance
telephane sor-
vices in those

: MIKE
TV commerciale. WENDLAND
I am speaking ————o
words into 0

micwph'unu and, almoat inston-

, worda are app
on my computer Bcreen. -

But the problem ig those words
are not necessarily the same
words that I speak. Despite the
claims of the makers of this voice 4
recognition program of 90 per-
cent and better recognition, my
initinl experiment is more like
50 or 60 percent.

The particular ayalam.thnt I
am using for this experiment iy
from IBM and called ViaVoice.

' ¥m using it because it came bun-

dled on my new IBM Aptive
computer, and since it came as
part of the package, 1 might as
well give a try.

How does it work? Not very
well. It's taken me the better
part of 46 minutes to write just
the words you see up to this
point. I have to keep going back
and manually correcting the
words ViaVoice gets wrong. .

The on-line holp feature that
came with the application tells
me that it takes somo time for
the program to recognize my
particular speech patterns and
for ma to get the hang of dictat-
ing, Trust me, that is an under-
statement.

I'm lucky to get cven a single
scntence out of my mouth and
onte the computer acreen before

having to go back and correct it.

Here's an example. The actual
sentence I spoke that you just
read abova initially camo out ns:
*I'm not key to get évent as awin-
dle out of mammoth and to the
computer acream bufom having
to ga back and erack it.*

T don't know whether I should
laugh at how funny ViaVoice
tranalatea me, or cry because of
how frustrating it is to have to
go back and correct the mis-
takes. I know I am sorely tempt-
ed, though, to truly crack this
sereon.

This is not fun.

VinVaoice says every time I go
back and type in tho corroct
word for the bungled word,
ViaVoice *learns.”

And it doca indeed scem to gat
that word right more often than
not afterwards. But it is a slew

process. . .
Frankly, I just dop’t have the

time to “teach” VinVoice what
I'm saying. Counting the instal-
lation process, the sot-up and
testing nnd now the dictating of

this column, I've beon messing |

with this program for close to
two hours now, and my patience
ia wearing thin. I usually enjoy
writing this column, Doing it
this way, “talking” my column
out, is taking twice the time it
ahould.

This is the sccond time I've
had experience with voice recog-
nition technology. A year or so
ogo, I tried out Dragon's “Natu-
rally Sponking" system. To
“train” that program, I read into
my headset microphono a long
excerpt from a book for about 30
mmuwﬂ. ’I'hnt exccrpt was in tha

meomory and as I followed along
the on-acreen prompts, it tried to
match up my pronunciation of
each word with what its memory

It sounded like a great iden,
but maybe was 2 little toc
ambitious, soid Mary Drapal,
student asvistance coordine-
tor at Walled Lake Cnntrnl

igh School.

But they did it.

Tho studenta were taking
part in the school Leader-
ship/Communication Carap
and choae to hold a cultural
festival as their program pro-
ject.

The 10 students in tho
group focused on four cthnic
groups: Hispanics, Jews,
Chaldeans and African-Amer-
icans. They presented infor-
mation about the different
cultures, including samples of
different foods in four booths
in the school gym on Feb. 26,
They even hod dance demon-
atrations.

. “It was entirely student
driven,” Drapal said. The stu-

Diversity was focus

] WALLED
LAKE SCHOOLS

Ariclle Davia,

“We had a great turnout,”
she said. About 400 etudents
from the school attended the
event. ’

*It came off botter than we
could have hoped,” Drapal
snid.

In all, about 50 students
divided into 10 groups make
up the Leadership/Communi-
cation Camp.

*I was really pleased,” sald
Pete Rabaut, a literature:
teacher, “They had everything
from song and donce to food,
art and uculpturc,’ Rnbnut
aaid.

The students pruentnlmn
fit in well with the themes of

that he

dents researched the di
cultures on the Internet and
prepared the program.

“We wanled to make cve cr)
one aware of how everyond io
different but al} similar,” said
Mary Rabban, a junior who
helped eoordinate the pro-
gram with fellow student .

Rabaut said. And tho students”
demeonstrated the type of lead:
ership th:o program promotes. *

“We're hoping that through
icadership we can have a bet-
tor undnrntandmg of cach
other,” Rabaut gaid.

MILITARY NEWS

Aaron J, Eckert has joined the

Army under the Delayed Entry
Program at the Army Recruiting
Station, Pontiac.
. The program gives young men
and women the opportunity to
delay entering active duty for up
to one year.

Tho enlistment givea a new
soldier the option to lcarn a new
akill, travel and become cligible
to receive as much as $60,000

toward a college cducation,
After completion of basic mili-

tary training, soldicrs receive

advanced individual training in
their carcer specialty.

Eckert, o student at North
Farmington High School, Farm-
ington Hills, will report to Fort
Leonard Wood, Waynesville,
Mo., for basic training July 29.

He is the son of Claudia Lee
Farmington Rills. *

MadotoMeosure
and ReadyloWear
Spring 1999 Collections *
Thursday, March 11
from 1010 6.

Choosa from a
commanding array
of fobrics end swatchos.

During tho event,

all Made4oMeasure
chargos will bo waived.
On One in Troy.

Foviane Town Cenier, Dowtnnnl)!])oiﬂ'ﬂ
Monday rough Soneilay 101 9, Suaday 1

Somaast Colleckon, B9

Bacwar ot Coolrbge, »oymnmmo
M«Ja,&quh.dw,wnv Sonrrry 1040 7, Svrdoy 12

STATE CAPITOL CAPSULES

said it should be.

But whon all was said and
done, when I actually started to
uso-the system, I experienced
the same frustrations I'm now
encountoring with IBM's
ViaVaice.

“ Now, all that said, I suspect

. that if you are nlrondy used to

d:ctatmz. say with ane of these

anmg to say “comma” or "peri-
od” or “question mark” instead of
letting your fingers fly to the
koybonrd just does not como nnb—
urally,

In other words, I'm not a very
patient person.

So for mo, two hours of frus-
tration is anongh. I'm unplua-
ging tho hendset Someduy,

voico ders for sec-

pect, as voico
i s and really takes huld

retarial you may
have a much better experience.
Both the ]BM und Drngan Bys-
tems are wi

I'm sure I'll be considered a
dinosaur as I pock away on a
crude keyb

add-on specialized medical and

logal dictionarics, a? well as "

cquipmont that interfaces with

dictation gear and lots you play

tape- rccu;dlnm through your
or

tion.

Alsg, to be very fair, dictating,
rather than typing, is something
that takea a lot of getting uscd to
in terms of expressing yoursclf.

But for now, I'm aticking. ta
what works best for me.

' Mike Wendland covers tuhnnl-
ogy and the Internet for NBC

ision stations 2-4

and is heard talking about com-
puters every Saturday and Sun-
day ,fram 4.6 p.m. on AM1270,

WXYT in Detroit.He canbe
reached through hix Web sitc at
www.pcmike.com

Fight rencwed

‘ M Reop. Valde Garcia, R-St.
Johns, has taken up a battle
fought for years by former Sen.
David Hoaigman, R-West Bloom-
rmld -a b:]l_f‘.o block citics from

on firefighters. Garcin's bill also
would provent residency from’
being a consideration in promo-
tion.

A freshman who succeeded
Alan Cropaey in the Housc, Gar-
cia complained that local regula-
tions arc so oneroua that “some
cities have even taken to apying
on their employees. Peoplo
reported sccmg (private) investi-
gators peering through their
windows and following them
around as they ran family
errands.”

Detroit and 76 other cities
have regidency rules. Honigman

argued the rulc are obsolete
because so many husbands and
wives both. have jobs but in dif-
ferent municipalities,

M Twin bills to allow Michj;

named to a special advisory com-
mittee on Michigan's “qualified
voter file,” a statewide electronic
voter registration database and

to ban the importing of trash if
Cnngress allows it have boon
d into both chambers of

t system.
“Becauso the QVF plays such a

critical role at the local level,”

said y of State Candice

the Legislature ~ by Laren Ben- -

nott, R-Canton, in the Senate,
and Bruce Patterson, R-Canton,
in the House. The bills would
apply to Michigan landflla. The
problem: Out-of-state waste
imports arc governed by the fed-

Miller, “it is ensontml to make
suro it is mooting the needs and
dxpectations of local clerks.”
Prior to the QVF, said Miller,
1,700 clerks kept voter registra-
tion rolls. Tho statewide file
n]lowerl uhminnhon of 600 000

eral Interstate C ce Act,
and the U.S. Congress would
have to permit state law to
aupersede federal law.

Voter file panel

Nine city and county clerks —
including Kathryn Dornan of
Farmington Hills - have been

e or * vulor
registrations - about 1/10th of
the total,

Economy good
Tho Senate Fiseal Agency had

a glowing report on the Michigan
economy in February:

M Wage and salary employ-
ment in Decomber waa up 1.6
percont from a year earlier.
Gainers were services, construc-
tion and retail trade.

® The consumer price index in
Detreit rose 0.1 porcent in
December from October and 2.6
percent from a ‘year earlier.
Biggest increnses were in educa-
tion tobacco and medical care.
Declining were housing and
transportation.

M Unemployment rates ranged
from a low of 1.8 percent in the
Ann Arbor market to 7.6 perceat
in the northern counties of
Alcona and Yosco, The Detroit
metropelitan statistical area
reported 2.9 percent. Stato aver-
age was 3.4 percent, down 0.1
percent from a year earlier. Tho
national rate was 4.3 percent in .
January.
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