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r, at least, his legncy was
brought back to lifo oug'layngfol- :ﬂmd 'ﬂ'“( Vln'l each
low Day," Friday, Feb. 28, at tho or.
Grond Cafe in Farmington, Kristen Schla,

thanks to tho Dunckel Middlo
School “Unplugged Team.”

. To honor the great American
poet Henry Wadsworth Longfels
low’s birthday, Dunckel studenta
passed around the microphone
and read some of his works, the
works of others (Edgar Allen
Poe, Robert Frost or Dr. Seuss,
for example) or recited poems
and passages they penned thom-
selves. Some even sang original
songe to guitar and bongo
accompaniment,

For ambiance, there was a
huge birthday cake, with o por-
trait of Longfellow (1807-1882}
next to it. And Dunckel teacher
Steve Koponen circulated

—Dunckel eighth-grader

Rovere's Ride" and “The Wreck
of the Henperua.”

Koponen said the idea to toast
Longfellow came about after
finding out that students in
schools across America read his
works on his 75th, and last,
birthday in 1882.

“We juat thought it'd be a nice
way to incorporate the language
arts and bave some fun and also
try to rovive this tradition,”
Koponon said. “We wanted to go
back in time, and have a coffce
house poetry reading.”

The work of fireside poot
Longfollow is still popular, Kopo-

the b cafe in
the role of Longfollow himself.
To make the performance more
realistic, Koponan donned s
white wig, mustache and beard
and wore the kind of suit

Longfellow might have worn.

The "Unplugged Team” is
d of nearly 60 student:

in the seventh and eighth

grades. One of those is Kristen

Schlaff, who sang her own song,
. “What Love Can Cause.” She
. also was instrumental In orga-
nizing the Longfellow tribute.

“Through something like this,
people who were famous & long
time ago will always bo remem-
bered,” Kristen said.

The afternoon had a apin-off
benefit, she said. “Not only ia it
fun to hear everybody read, we
can just hang out and talk with
each other.”

Students read poema such as
Poe's “The Raven,” Frost's “The
Road Not Taken” and Dr. Seuss’
“Green Eggs and Ham." And, of
course, Longfellow’s work was-
n't forgotten: he wrote poems
such as “Hiawatha,” “Paul

PARNTHRES

nen said, in part because *he
brought pootry to everyoene, not
just the (upper class) folks.”

Dunckel poets get with the beat, toast Longfellow

Poatry with a beat:

Eggs and Ham,” during the re
poem is eighth-grader Bill Naife.

Members of Dunckel Middle School’s
cent birthday tribute to Lo

“Unplugged Team” recite the Dr: Seuss classic, “Green.
ngfeliow at the Grand Cafe in Farmington. Reading the
On the bongos is Tom Szafranshi, eighth grade. :

Longfeliow ser-
enade: In photo.,
at far left, .
Dunckel teach-
er Steve Kopo- .
nen portrayed |
Longfellow in
fine fashion.
Near left, Kris-
ten Schlaff was:.
instrumental:
in organizing, :
the event, and> |
even sanga -
song she wrote, !
titled “What |

4 Love Can

Cause.”

Students
have a
hot time
at party

successful ventures are your standard

Capitalize your galns with selections from
our new collection of career clothing by
DKNY. Imported. Sizes 40-46R, 42-46L.
Taitored, three-button tan sport coat,
wool/linen/sitk, $395.

Wool suit with mini-herringbone weave,
taupe/black, $495.
Men's

BY T SMITR
STAYT WRITER
tsmith@oc.homecomm.not

Last fall, during the Silent
Auction for Cloverdale Develop-
mental Center, one particularly
hot item on the block caught
the attention of Carolyn Das -
birthday party with the Farm-
ington Hills Fire Chief.

Das and husband Richard
shelled out $100 for the item,
buying it as a gift for their son,
Stephen, who turns 8 this
month.

Stephen, nlong with specia.
needs classmates, parents and
their teacher, Vitas Underys,
came out for the big party day,
Fob. 16, at William Grace Ele-
mentary School.

Although Fire Chief Richard
Marinucci could not bo at the
festivities, Assistant Chief Bob
Rebtoy was — along with ather
members of the department and

PUOTDA COURTESY OF FARMINGTON IILLA FIRE DEPAXTMINT

Buddy system: This Farmington Hills firefighter
got to know William Grace Elementary School stu-

dent Andrew Houde.

a fire truck.

“The firemen put on their
gear and talked about firce safe-
ty,” said Carolyn Das, n Farm-
ington resident. “And the kids
got to ride in the truck, feol the
equipmont ... aquirt the fire
hose at their teacher.”

Das said the fire truck made
a 10-minute drive through the
neighborhood surrounding
Grace, with sirens blaring.

“Everyone enjoyed that,” she
said, ndding that Stephon *had
a wonderful time, probably the
most-fun birthday party he's
hed.”

The fun-filled day concluded
in the gymnasium, with chil-

Taking alm:

An emergency
fire department
technician helps
William Grace
gtudent Stephen
Das and his
mom, Carolyn,
sguirt a fire
hose during the
birthday
“party,” which

she

purchased for
Stephen at last
fall’s Silent Auc-

H ‘The firemen put on
thelr gear and talked
about fire safety. And
the kids got to ride in
the truck.’

Carolyn Das

—parent

dren breaking open a candy-
filled pinata, appropriately
shaped like a firc engine.

William Graco parent Kathy
Gannon (son James) bought the
pinata and Das supplicd it with
tho necessary goodies.
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