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cinlly for homeowners who live within

: carshot of 1-275, which is slated fora |
¢ $31'million rebuild in approximately six
weeks.

For motorists, a rebuild of the congested
highway that is full of potholes willbea
blessing.

But for homeowners, such as Joan Barber
who lives on Nine Mile and has long suffered
with the freeway noise, as well a5 others in
Meadowbrock subdivision, tha rebuild prouus-
s to only increase tho ulrendy irritating noiso X
levels.

The missing picce hore is the lack of consid-
cration Michigan Department of Transporta-
tion officials have shown nearby residents. -

:  Improved roads are definitely a priority to
- Michigan drivers ~ and so is peacefulness,
It would not have taken much effort for

pmgwess is a double-cdged sward, eape-~

Noise control |
MDOT should ].end an ear

W Wo encourage all residents in
tho area, as well as representation
from Farmington Hills City Hall, to
descend upon Lansing en masso.

80 ond over loud and dangerous, according to the
Noisa Pollution Clearinghouse.

MDOT and stato officiala have consistently
fallen short of taxpayers® expectations, First, the
ronds in the metro area are a shameful mess.
Secondly, when it comes to fixing them, no ane
secma to taik to tho dnvurs who drive them, and
the residents who live along them.

Some Farmington Hilla residents plan w
attend an MDOT meeting noxt week to tall state
officials just what they think of these plans. We
cncourage nll residents in the area, as well as

> MDOT officials to listen to residonts’ com-

: plaints. But MDOT officials have made it

. clear they do not plan to redesiga the I-276

: project.

- Residents are taking exception to plans to

| “tino” the pavement with grooves for better
traction — with o definite whirring sound, Ren-
ovation plans also call for expansion joints for
every 16 milea of highway, yet another source of
noise.

Residents also want tho roadway robuilt with
asphalt, which they maintain is quieter - but
more expensive — than the cement MDOT offi-
cials plan to usc. .

Further irritating residents is MDOT's
position that thoy don’t have to conduct a
sound study because the road project is a ren-
ovation, not a new road or additional lanes.

One homecowner has measured decibel levels
of 82-84. OSHA regulations considers anything

from Farmil Hills City Hall,
to descend upon Lansing en masse.

‘When the freeway ig rebuilt therc'a no doubt
that state politicians and the governor will pat
themselves on the back, believing once again
they have stood up to the plate and fulfilled tax-
payers' needs.

Unfortunately, transportation officials nppcnr
to be an insensitive bunch. A caso in point is
Jonn Barber and the noise levels she haa lived.
with along 1-275 for years.

And then nccording to one MDOT spokes-
woman, she doesn’t understand why residents
want a noise study now, suggesting onc when
the new road is in place.

Now that makes scnse, But it's also yet anoth-
er way to tell residents that their feelings and
concernsa don't count,

Shame on state road officiuls.

'he “crime of the week” is becoming a sad

jDkE in the Mmhlgnn Legislature.

Létest entry is a pair of bills to add two
years onto the prison sentence of a pedophile
who uses the Internet to prey on kids, “Get
tough,” say the news releases of publicity-hun-
gry lawmakers. One suspects there are more

. “tough new laws” news releases than there are
Bill/Monica jokes floating around the State
,- Capitol lobby.
: Let's talk acnse. Crime is crime. Assaulting
. a child aexually is one of the more heinous
.- erimea a human can commit. It deserves and
- usually gets a prison sentence along with
::lengthy exposure on the address list of sexual
% criminals,
. But what makes using Internet an extra
i crime, worth an additional two years in
+ prison? Why is that worth two years more
v than & male intruding into the bedroom of his
I ladyfriend's daughter?
What makes using the Internet worth two
. years more than going into a park and drag-
- ging a kid into the bushes? What makes using
: the Internet worth two yeara more than pick-
_ing up and ubuaing a young hitchhiker?
What makes using the Internet worse than
:uging a standard telephone or writing a letter?
’l'in.- Michigan Senate rushcd to the job for
i The of
ntmckmg c}uldren nexuully has been around
' for thousands of years. The Internet is just a
. " few yenrs old. It's o hotter topic at suburban
¢ cocktnil parties than tho U.S, Postal Service,
'the telegraph or two tin cans and a string.
“If you are a sexunl predator using the

| QUESTION:

7| In this

.| Monica

2| Lewinsky ern
‘| of media

.| hype, do you

think we'll

ever sce a

Internet bills a publicity ploy

Internet, we are going to find you, we are
gomg to get you, and we are going to put you
in jnil,” said Sen. Mike Rogers, R-Brighton,
sponsor of SB 7 defining the crime, Why not
just nail ail predatora regardiess of how they
approach a kid?

Michigan does have a law tacking two years
onto a criminal’s sentence if he uses a gun in
committing a crime. That makes sense. Guns
are more effective tools of death than fiats,
brass knuckles and even knives.

But the Internet? If Senate Bills 7 and 217
become law, they will just take up space in the
statute books. )

It was ironic that the Senate acted within a
week after some of its membera bawled out
Budget Director Mary Lannoye for giving the
Department of Corrections {prisons) an 8.6
percent increaso while higher education was
getting half that percentage. Senators wanted
to know why. The answer 18 that every new
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Many: qualified workers

read Philip Power’s column, “GOP leads way

in job training,” in the Observer dated Feb.
11 and feel compelled to réply to some of his
remarks. X

First of al}, I was impressed by his opiniona,

Howaver, I must challenge the statement:
“The current shortage of qualified workers is
ulready viewed by business folks as Michi-
gan's biggest economic prohlem Employers
can't find qualified, skilled

they were required to exempt kids from reli-
gious instruction;

M Most non-public schools use admiasion
proceases not permitted by public schools. Sev-
enty-three percent require student discipline
records, 74 percent nbxluy to perform at grade
level, 77 percent require interviews with stu-
dents, 88 with parents,

Further, 68 percent of non-pubhc schools
are not i with
mental or phymcal dmnbllmes (who must be

Iama qunhﬁed. skilled legal secretary who
retired too early after almost 13 years at my
last place of employment. I do conduct myaelf
in a professional manner and dress appropri--
ately. I have even dono fashion modeling
which tells me that I can hold my own. I find
it very difficult to believe that the job market
for qualified workers i m in such poor condition

ted by public schools). The bottom line
that non-public schools make clear is that 52
percent would be willing to accept students
from overcrowded public scheols anly if they
were allowed to maintain their current admis-
sion stand curriculum and religi
instruction.

Marian McCraclken
Farmington

ve r dto ods,
been interviewed, by one and/or three people
at the same time after having been tested for
several hours and leaving feeling very confi-
dent that al! went well, only to be advised that
1 was not chosen for the position.

Upon inquiry as to why, I was given very
vague anawers leading me to believe that my
unspoken age was the deterrent. The law pro-
hibits discrimination because of age and thus,
the employer evades the issua rather than -
risk a lawsuit charging age discrimination.

s this not strange considering that the
mature worker usually is more efficient,
dependable, trustworthy and most willing to
go tho extra mile? During these past months
that I have been locking for part-time employ-
ment, [ have encountered far too many inoffi-
cient people holding down jobs whe cannot
and/or will not answer a simple question, i.e.,
bank tellers who do not know the employer’s
policies, a manager who clearly states that she
does not know anything about the suldect of
my inquiry. I know that I am fully qualified,
but obviously I cannot work in the minimum
‘wage neighbarhood. .
Florence Ziarnik
Livonia

crime is greeted with the bl 1
response of “tough new laws” and “tougher
penalties,”

Here's a question for Sens. Rogers and his
pal, George 2. Hart, D-Dearborn, sponsor of
SB 217: What are you doing to make sure we
eatch those predators? Are more law enforce-
ment people being hired to polico the Internet?
Are more prosecutors being added to assemble
the burden of proof in an Internct case?

Or are you just hiring more publicists to ’
prepare more news releases about redundant
punishments? .

Falled promises

lwmt to thank the Observer and Tim

Richard for reporting on the failuro of Michi-
gan charter achools to deliver on the promises
made by the governor and the Mackinac Cen-

ter,

The U.S. Department of Education recently
released a report on “Barriers, Benefita and -
Costs of Using Private Schools to Alloviate
Overcrowding in Public Schools.”

The study found that:

M Urban non-public schools reject 17 per-
cent of the students who apply in contrast to
public achools, who must take all students;

H Eighty-six percent of denominational
schools would not admit voucher students if

Refreshing

iven all the recent press over the Grosse

Pointe High School sex scandal and the
binge-drinking deaths at Jocal colleges, it cer-
tainly was refreshing to read an article about
Farmington High's academic jocks. It's about
timo wo paid tribute to these positive role
models instead of rehashing some of the nega-
tive isaues this high school has faced in recent
months (such as beer bashes and tho use of
out-of-town friends’ homes as “party houses,”
where the polico had to actually break into the
home and escort hiding students out in hand-
cuffs).

Lot's inue to focus more on
these positive role models that our younger
children can look up to and relate to and per-
hops realize that they, too, can achieve sue-
cess in both school and sports. As one of the
atudents. Kristin, stated in the article: “Acade-
mics i tops. But it's nice to know I can still do
both, and excel at both.” Yea, kidal

F. Eugonnie
Farmington Hills

Note of thanks

We would appreciate you printing this note

of thanka to State Rep. Andrew

ki for helping tt ha lem we

had. He met with us at the Adult Senior Cen-

ter on Eleven Mile Road. He took the time to

go over our gituation and then made tho nec- *

essary phone calla to show us how to hundlo

the situation. Thank you. *

Mr, and Mrs. Frank Olivo
Farmington
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