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North Farmington will send three
individunla and three relay teams to
compete this weekend in the Class A
boys swimming and diving champi-
onships,

The meet will take place at Oak-
land University in Rochester. Ticket
.prices are $3 for the prelims Friday
and $4 for the finals Saturday,

North senior Matt Zald will com-
pete in the 60- and 100-yard freestyle,
Jjunior Brandon Digia in the 200 and
100 frcestyle and sophomore Adam
Farber in the breaststroke.

Junior Jim Gabriel just missed
qualifying in the backstroke; but
coach Pat Duthie said tho Raiders can
botter use him in three relays.,

“To have a good 200 freestyle rolay
at state, wo're going to need Jim
Gabriel,” he said, *It would be hard to
have him awim the 200 free and the
backstrake, 3

*“I think ho'll contribute a Jot more
in the relay. I think we'ro one of less
than six schools that have been under
1:30 in the 200 frea relay. I think
that’s the apot we really need to try to
do well, I think our chanees to score
are proetty decent,” -

Farmington High will be represont-
ed by senior Devin Hopper, who quali-

_fied in tho backstroke.

*Devin has always been a clutch
swimmer,” Farmington coach Ross
Bandy said. “He did very well at the
league meet, dropping more time
going into the finals.

“If Devin has a good swim and puts
it all together, he could be in there.
He seems to bo faster than he was at
the league mect. Every indication is
he'a falling into place whore he needs
to be as far as his taper.”

Prep matmen at JLA

nament for all four classea taken place
Thuraday through Saturday at Joe
Louis Arena in Detroit.

This the largest <high school
wrestling tournament in America
with 14 weight classes in each of the
divisions, totaling 896 qualifiers.
‘There will be five sessions, including
two on Friday and Saturday.

A limited number of reserved seat
tickets are still available through the
JLA Box Office and TicketMaster.

All-session reserved ticketa are $30
ench; single-gession reserved tickets
are $6 cach.

General admission tickets for the
upper portion of the upper deck are
available on a session-by-session
basis for §6 each.

General admission tickets may only
be purchased on the day of the event.

Approximately 10,000 to 12,000
fans are expected per seasion. The
arena has approximately 17,000 scats
for this event.

The first session Saturday starts at
9 a.m. The finals begin at 6 p.m. Sat-
urday. Parking is $3 per session at
the arena parking structure. -

‘The phone number to the JLA Box
Offico is (313) 983-6606. TicketMaster
can ho reached at (248) 645-6666.

Wolverlne winners

The Wolverine Sports Club did very
well at the recent Michigan Short
Track Speedskating Championships
at the Bay County Civic Arena.

The Wolvarines took 13 akaters,
and six of them won their respective
divisions.

The Wolverine winners included
Birmingham’a Atan Hicks (Novice
Division), a 9-year-old student at
Pembroke Elementary; Trenton’s
Alexis Affholter (Tiny Tots Division),
who sct a state-record of £8.47 in the
333-moter race; Trenton’s Amber
Aftholter (Midget Girls); Royal Qak's
Sara Bell (Junior Women), who set
state records in the 1,600-meter race
(2:42.58), 1,000 (6:39.82), and the
3,000 (5:39.82); Royal Onk’a Carla
Langenthal (Sonior Women); and
Huntington Woods' Dave Rondot
{(Master Mon).

Farmington Hills resident Elyse
Skla® was second overall in the
Junior Women's Division with a state-
record time of 51,82 in the 600-moter
rnco, Andrew Hicka of Birmingham
raced in the Midget Boys Division.

The Wolverine Sporta Club skates
at thae Lindell Arena in Royal Onk,
and new skaters ave welcome to join.

Practices arc Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Saturdays from 6:30-7 a.m,
through tho end of this month. Call
the Wolverine Hotline for further
information (548-5580). ’
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Marlins
district
tourney
champs

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFP WRITER

domeara@oo.homecomm.not

Playing three consecutive volleyball
matches was no problem for host
Farmington Hills Mercy as the Marlins
breezed to their 10th straight district

“We didn't got a great draw, but I
think that was good for us, honestly,”
Mercy conch Ed Mocller said afier his
team defeated Southfield-Lathrup in
tho title match, 15-2, 15-7. “This team
needs that pressure and'to be in com-
petition a lot,

“The lnst two weeks of practice have
been the best back-to-back two weeks

B - VOLLEYBALL

of practice we've had all year; so I sus-
pected this might happen,”

In the first two rounds, the Marlina.
played Berkley (16-8, 15-3) and Detroit
Henry Ford (156-4, 15-5) — one of which
they usually see in the finals — and
had no trouble getting past either of
those teams,

“We just knew we had to come out
strong and not have any lulls at the
beginning,” said Mercy senior Mary
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Shamrocks roll on: Keith Rowe fires a slapshot during Catholic Central’s 8-2 quarterfinal hockey
victory Wednesday in Ann A_rbor: The top-ranked Shamrocks will play a semifinal game Friday.

‘Shamrocks-headed ‘to Flint:

for Class A semifinal game

BY STEVE KOWALSKI
BTAPF WH
skowalski@oohomocomm.net

Flint isn't a candidate for tourist cap-
ital of Michigan, but the Detroit
Catholic Central hockey team sure
makes a habit of visiting there.,

CC earned its fourth trip in the last
soven years to the aite of the Final
Four with an 8-2 win over Ann Arbor

Top-ranked Redford Catholic Central contin-
ued its pursuit of the Class A state hockey
title Wednesday with an 8-2 victory over Ann
Arbor Pionecer in a quarterfinal game. CC's
semifinal opponent will be Marquette.

Pioneer Wednesday in a Class A quar-
terfinal game hefore a near sallout
erowd at Ann Arbor’s Ice Cube.

No. 1-ranked CC will play Marquette
in a semifinal at 7:30 p.m. Friday at
the Flint IMA. Marquette beat Midland
Dow in double overtime, 3-2, in another
quarterfinal Wednesday night.

This js the third trip for CC to the
Final Four in coach Gordie St. John's
six seasons. The Shamrocks won atate
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State quallfier: Farmington senior Brook Rubin will compete as a
Division 1I all-around gymnast at the state meet this weekend.
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-titles 1994 and '97. CC lost in the 1893

Class A final under former coach Jack
Gumbleton. |

CC genior forward Keith Rowe, who
had a goal and an assiat, ia one of only
three current Shamrocks who played
on the last state ct ion team, The
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Gignae, who served eight aces and had
16 kills on the day.

e played as a team; we got every-
one involved, and the defense was real- .
1y-good. Beeause af that, we wore able

Eonpnt playWR ATy
had really good doy, Wo
were trying all doy to keep our level of
play high going into the regional.”

The Marlins, who have won 11 dis-
trict champjonships since 1988,
advance to the Class A regional at
Walled Lake Western to face Walled
Lake Central on Saturday. T

Central was ranked sixth in the state
in the final coaches poll and is the
Western Lakes Activitics Association
champion.

“We faco the bear in Walled Lake
Central,” Moeller said. “I don't think
we're afraid of them. I think we can go
head-to-head with them if we do what

others are Matt VanHeest and Pat
ODea.

Grosso Pointe South ended CC's sea-
8on in lnst year’s regional final,

“Whoever it is (in the semifinal) is
going to be tough,” said Rowe, who had
a gonl and two assists. *I think we're
ready though. After last year, I've been
on both ends of the situation.”

we have todo.” .

Moeller will have to miss the region-
al due to a business commitment, “but
the team knows what it needs to do,”
he said. Assistant coach Karen Dynda
will be the persan in charge Saturday.

Big wins carlier in the scason over
such teama as Temperance Bedford,
Livonia Ladywood and Birmingham

Pleaso see HOCKEY, C2

Plonse see VOLLEYBALL, C6

Farmington secures
berth in state meet

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER
domeara@oc.homecomm.nct

After years of near-misa

] GYMNASTICS

and months of anticipation, Farming-
ton's gymnaatics team was equal to the
task this time.

ar d its long
goal Saturday when it qualified for the
state championshipe by finishing

" among the top three teams in the Hart-

land regional.

“You would've thought we won the
mect by the reaction (of the Farming-
tan girls) to coming in third,” coach deff
Dwyer said. “It's something we've been
fighting for the lnst three years.”

Farmington had been fourth in the
regional, just missing a berth in the
state meet, each of the last three years.
Brighton edged Farmington by nine
tenths of a point for third place a year
ago.

*With that situation occurting three
yearsa in n row, for the girla who'vo
been on the team that long,” Dwyer
said, “that was their goal every year —
“OK, we're going to get back there and
mnke it to state.’

“That was a lot of pressure to put on
o team. But to have n long-term gonl
like that and to achieve it is just n
great feeling.”

Furthermore, Farmington accom-

what was iy the moat diffieult of
the four regionals. Some first-place
teams in other vegionals would nat
have qualificd based on their scores if
they had been at Hartland.

Finishing ahead of F: were
the state's top two teams, one of which
is favored to win the state champi-
onship.

Brighton edged Hartland to win the
regional title, 145.25 to 145.20. Farm-
ington earned the highest score ever
for a Farmington team (141.8) while
narrowly getting the nod this time over
Holt (141.3). .

“After the bus ride home the last
three years, I don't know if I could have
taken another one,” Dwyer said. “When
you just miss out, it can be pretty
heartbreaking. .

“It was kinda neat to hear same of
the girls, when they were announcing
the individua! medalists, say even if
they qualified individually but not as a
team, they weren't going to go. :

“That meana the team thing is so
much more important. It's harder to go
as o team than as individuals.

“One of the rensons we did it this
year ia we are a good team. Even the

plished the feat whilo in

8

Pleaso see GYMNASTICS, C1
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