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Jay-Z (above),
Man and Redman perform 9
p.m. at Cobo Arena in Detroit.
Tichets are $25 and $37.50 for
the all-ages show. For more
_information, call (313) 983-
6616 or (248) 645-6666.

ISUNDAYS ST
s

SATURDAY

- “1964 ... The Tribute,” a Beat-
les tribute band, returns to the
Magic Bag, 22920 Woodward
Ave., Ferndale at 8 p.m. Tick-
ets are $15 in advance. For
more information, call (248)
544-3030 or visit

http:/ hwww.themagicbag.com

Guest con-
ductor, Hans
Vonk {pic-
tured) leads
the Detroit
Symphony
Orchestra
with guest
Jean-Pierre
Rampal 3
p.m.at
Orchestra
Hall, 3711
Woodward
Ave., Detroit.
Tickets $13-
848, call
(313) 576-
5111.

Kids can roll up their
slecves, crcgtc a hand
puppet, and enjoy a vari-
ety of family-oriented
activities at Henry Fo
Museum in Dearborn
during Family Fun
Month, weekends through
Sunday, March 28, The
museum is open 9 a.m. to
5 pm., call (313) 271-
1620 for mare informa-
tion,

" aclue to Meadow Brook'a future.

Love affalr:
Playwright
Karim
Alrawi's
story exam-
ines the
relationship
betweon
Edsel and
Eleanor

trangcends walls

COURTIEY OF MZADOW DROOK TITATRE
Tribute to Industry: Diego -
Rivera in‘early 1932 as he
worked on the “Detroit Indus-
try” frescoes at the Detroit
Institute of Arts. The mural is
considered the finest example
of the Rivera’s work.

Meadow Brook’s ‘Gift of Glory’
raises expectation for regional-specific theater

BY FRANK PROVENZANO - -
STAFP WHITER
fprovenzanodoc.homecommanot

' hen he arrived at Meadow
. Brook Theatre two years

ago, Karim Alrawi never
pected that the ed jonal
outreach program placed in his
charge would extend so broadly.
Ostensibly, as the theater's play-
wright-in-residence, he has lec-
tured about drama at local
schools, and encouraged area writ-
ers in their literary pursuits.

-~ But .Alrawi's ~mont-- jasting~—{-n

{mpresiion might be the purable
for the stago he's created about
one of the most recognizablo sym-
bols of labor, technology and gritty
Motown - Dicgo Rivera's “Detroit
Industry Frescoes™ at the Detroit
Institute of Arts.

Because of the wideapread
anticipation for his new play, "Gilt
of Glory," based on the relation-
ship between muralist Rivera and
Edsel Ford — whi-funded tho wall

' painting — Alrawi is proving that

indigenons stories have a place on
center astuge. Especially Hf-that

* stage is at Meadow Brook The-

ntre, with its slipping subscriber-
base, sluggish ticket sales, and
reputation for predictably safe,
albeit high-quality productions.-

The subtext of “Gift of Glory,”
which opens this week for a three-
week run, may be the play's fore-
boding sense of how art tran-
scends ruthless nggrandizers and
short-sighted politics.

Throw in a couple subplots
about the love story between
Edsel and Eleanor Ford, the “com-
mon man” in search of a rallying
cause, and the Inycrs of Alrawi’s
draroa como to life.

On o moro practical level, how-
ever, “Gilt of Glory” may also hold

History revisited .

""This play demonstrates one of
the most important reasons for a
regional theator ~ doing 'geo-
graphically epecific theater,” said
Geoffrey Sherman, artistie diree-
tor at Mendow Brook.

“Not only will 'Gift of Glory' get
an audience, but many people will

STATT PHOTU BY JUITN STORNZAND

Inspired: Playwright Karim Alrawi, left, discusscs Rivera’s
mural with actor Geoffrey Beauchamp. The cast spent a day at
the Detroit Institute of Arts to study the mural.

tenlizo that they can't get this
kind of intimate, communal expe-
rience anywhere else."

Ironically, those central to the
play's development aren't even
from the area. Alrawi, Sherman,
director Deborah Wicks and five of
the seven-member cast are trans-
plants to the region.

The Egyptian-barn Alrawi, who
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Surrounded by history: Chris de Oni, lef?, mﬂmfs artist Dicgo
s,

Rivera in “Gift of Glors,” directed by Debra Wic,

(right).

speaks with impeccable diction
and nn accent inherited from his
British mother, recognized that
sometimes you just don't sce
what's right in front of you.

“Growing up in Alexandria, 1
thought the pyramids were a pile
of rocks,” he said.

That, of course, understates the
type of biographieal mining
Alrawi has done to recreato the
milieu of Detroit in the carly
1930s; a time of cconomie depres-
sion, clnss warfure and ideological
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WHAT: “Gift of Glory: Edsal Ford
and tha Diego Rivera Murals ot tha
Detroit Instituto of Arts,” writlen by
Karim Alrawl ond directed by Debra L.
Wicks

WHEN: Through Sunday, Apil 4.
Performancos 8 p.m. Tuesday-Satur-
day, except 6 p.m. Saturday, Morch
13 and Morch 27; 2 p.m, Wednesday,
Saturday & Sunday; ond 6:30 p.m.
Sunday,

WHERE: Mooadow Brook Thaatre,
AYitson Hal), on Lho campus of Qakland
University, Rochestee Hills
TICKETS: $19.50-$35,(248) 377-
3300.

St. Patrick’s Day
events showcase
local talent'_

By KEELY WYGONIK
BTAFY WRITER

Denise Marie Costello of West Bloom-

. field, recently crowned the Maid of

Erin, is looking forward to celebrating
St. Patrick’'s Day. -

“It's'an honor,” said Costello, 22
about being erowned Maid of Erin, and
the responsibility that goes along with
it. “My father grow .

up in Ireland. I've
always been inter-
ested in my family's
history.”

She and her court
- Maureen Lewis of
Livonia and Bridget
Mulcahy of Canton,
will be participating

in the St. Patrick's
Day Parade Sunday,
March 14. The
parade begins at 2
p.m. on the corner of
Michigen Ave. and
Third St. in Detroit
and ends near Tiger
Stadium at the . a
Gaoelic League. — .
Costello was  ichaol Belvitch
judged on poise, per- .
sonality and Irish history. For the tal-
ent part, she sang an Irish song. “I was
actunlly less nervous thia year than
last year,"” she said about the compoti-
tion. Last yoar she was first runner-up.
Costello earned o bachelor of fine
arts degreo in musical theater perfor-
mance from Western Michigan Univer-
sity. She recently finished "A Wenderful
Life," the musical, in Warsaw Indiana's
Wagon Wheel Theatre, and is currently
involved in an on-camera class taught
by Jane Brody one of Chicago's top
casting directors. .
“I want to be able to perform in musi-
cals or live theater,” she said. As Maid
—.of Erin; Costolle will be a rele modal for -
young Irish girls, and participate in
various Irish activitics throughout the

ear.
She's also plonning a trip to Ireland.
Her Maid of Erin prize package includ-
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ST. PATRICK'S DAY CELEBRATIONS

W Sunday, March 24 — Liz Carrll, Larry
Nugent and Jim Dewan in concert with
threo champion step-dancers at the Hel
lenic Cultural Center, 36376 Joy Road
(east of Newburgh), Westland. Deots open
6 p.m., concert begine 7 p.m. Dinntrs and
cash bar will be available 6-7 p.m. A
warm-up group will entertain during the
dinner haur. Ticketa $12 nt the door. Call
Mick Gnvin, (313) 537-3489, for more
information.

© Bunday, March 24 - St. Patrick's Doy
Parade, 2 p.m. on Michigan Ave,, followed
by cntertainment at the trish American
Club, Gaelie League, 2062 Michlgan Ave.,
Detroit, call {313) 963-8895 for informa-
tion. Entertainment will also be offered

nt the Gaclic Leagud throughout the day
on Wednesday, March 17,

W Wednasday, March 17 - 14th Annual
St. Patrick's Day Irish Fest featuring over
60 Jocal Irish enterininers ot the Hellenic
Culturn) Center in Westland. Doors open
4 pan. Corned beef and eabbago dinners,
anacka and cash bar will be available atl
evening beginning at § p.m. Tickets $8 at
tha door. No charge for children accornpa- -
nied by an adult. Continuous entertain-
ment all avening until approximately 11 -
p.m. Coll Mick Gavin, (313} 537-3489, for
infarmation.

H Wedneaday, March 17 ~ Blackthorn.
performa 7-10 pm. in the School of Man-
agement lecturs theater an the Universi-
ty of Michignn-Denrborn campus, 4801
Evergreen Road (between Ford Road and
Michigan Ave.) in Dearborn, Also per-
forming wilk be the Celtic duo of Mika
Mullen and Andy Kilburn and dancors
from tho Kitty Heinzman Ceili Danco
Troupe. A snmpler of [rish treats will be
scrved during intarmission. Tickets $36
per person, call (313) 843.3096. Procceds
benefit the Fair Lane Music Guild and
Dearbora Community Arts Council,

© Friday-Saturday, March 18:20 - *Irish
Eyes are Smiling” starring June Haver,
Dick Haymes and Monty Wooley, guest
organist Dave Calendlne nt the Historic
Redford Theatre, 17360 Lahscr Road (at
Grand River) Detroit 7:30 p.m. (organ
overture), 8 pm. film Friday and Satur-
day, and 1:30 p.m. (organ overture), 2

p.m, film Saturday. Tickets $2.50, avail-
able at the door. .
W Sunday, March 28 - Concert by Ire-
land's Golden Tenor, Frank Patterson,
necompanied by Eity 0'Grady & the
Birmingham Celtic Pipe and Drum Band,
3 p.m. at Orchestrn Hall, 3711 Woodward
Avo (at Parsons) Detroit. Advance tickets
$25 balcany, $30 main floor, $50 dress cir
cle, Call (3121 576-6111, Event hencfits
St. Patrick's Senlor Center in Detroit.




