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Mﬁﬂ'aa from éagg El1

battles between capitalism in

noed of profound reform and

communism holding out the
promisc of working-clags utopin.
So improssed was the Ford
family with Alrawi's'reoscarch
that their initial cavtion turncd
quickly inte a resounding

endorsement after reading an -

cnr}y drafl of tho play.

! Perhaps tho Fords ‘recalled’ t}u.
hackneyed characterization of
Henry Ford in Mcadow Brook's
1995 production, “Carmping with
Henry and Tom,” a story about a
fictitious camping trip gone
awry, involving Ford, Thomas
Edison and Warren Harding.

Ever vigilant to preserve the
Ford Family's reputation, “Gift of
Glory” is considered to reveal the
dpep humanitarianism of Edsel
Ford, said John Miller, president
of thu Edsecl and Elcanor Ford
Estato in Grosse Pointe Shores.

*“Wo're hoping that this is the
bc(:mmng of Edsel Ford being

puying the bills of the poor, and '

funding medical resoarch., All the
while, he noted, the Ford Fami-
1y’s support for the DIA was inte-

gral to the development of ono of |

the country’s finest muscums.
In addition, Alfawi points out

that it was Edael Ford who
“established th Tntt

Ford Te
one of the world's largest philan-

** thropic nonprofit organizatinns.

For the playwright, there's a
certain pride in talking about
Ford, as if pcrhnps Alrawi ia o
distant reletive since his father
worked pg an engineer and his
mother was employed as a secre-
tary for Ford Motor Company.

Repgardless of Alrawi's admira-
tion for both Ford and Rivera,
the dramatic question at the
heart of “Gift of Glory” is why
would one of the world's wealthi-
est, most powerful men poy a
$20,000 commission to a renown
communist, albeit the world's

ed 08 8 and
heroic figure,” he said.

Indeed, Alrawi compares the
Ford family to Itnly's Medici
fnlmly. who supported works by

Ilo, da Vinci, Michel
ln and Botticelli.

Dramatic question

A stack of books on Detroit’s
first family rests on a file cabinet
in Alrawi's first-floor office
bencath Meadow Brook Theatre.
By now, tho broad details of the
lives of Henry, Edsel and Eleanor
Ford ara no longer drawn in pas-
téls, but deep hues,

‘Alrawi is quick to cite Edscl's
generosity in subsidizing Ford
Hospital in the 1920s and 1930s,

pr

Compassionate portrait
Through “circumstantial apec-
ulntion,” Alrawi offers the moti-
vating reason that Ford funded
the mural, then maintained his
unequivocal, support for Rivera
despite criticism about the
artist's communist background.
In March of 1931, a few wecks
before Rivera arrived to look
over the mural site at the DIA, a
hunger march at the Ford Rouge
Plant turncd violent. As laid-ofl’
workers marched outside the fac-
tory demanding to be employed,
Ford Motor Co.'s sccurity officers
~ under the direction of Ford's
Chief of Security Horry Bennett
- openced fired on the crowd,
killing five and wounding 30,

At the time, Edsel was presi-
dent of Ford,-and resoundingly
blamed for the incident. *By
many accounts he was sickened
by what occurred,” said Alrawi.

.As a consoquence, the play-
wright contends, the significance
of Rivera's interprotative mural
of the “working man” becnine a
ré\oe:ins .of redemption for Edscl

The collaboration, in Alrawi's
vicw, grow into a symbol that
transcended the pointing. Typi-
cally, Rivera would completo
sketch for the mural, then ghow
itto Ford,

When Rivera oxpnndod the
idea for the mural to include the
upper part of the walls, Ford
reaponded by doubling tho com-
mission.

Alrawi among othors contuml
that Rivera's

sion versus profitesring.
_The play opens as Ford's chief

“of socurity Bennett, who Honry

Ford called “his socond son,”
looks back at one of tho defining
moments in the history of Ford
Motor Co, — the 19308, and par-
ticularly, the controversy sur-
rounding Riveras mural.

While -Bennett was hardly a
aupportnr of Rivora, ho doos
prove to bo an nppropriate foil to
guugo the lasting puwar of the
mu

ln the light of hiswry, Alrawi's
“Gift of Glory” suggesta that
Rivera's mural sorves as a

ph horeby tho han
cal ausombly lino was trana-
formed into a union of sweat-
and-blood laborers,

That Alrawi mnnnges to distill '

such a grand themo 1nto a play
inlly about the of

trait of Ford in the mural rcﬂcct.s
the artist’s affection for the bil-
lionaire turned collaborator.

From an assembly line

Many of the characters in *Gift
of Glory™ are familiar person-
ages. In addition to Rivern,
Henry, Edsel and Eleanor Ford,
the story includes Bennett
(Ford’s ruthless head of accuri-

“ty), Father Coughlin' (the Rayal
Onk preacher whose nationally
aired radio programs railed
against what he saw as anti-
American), and William Valen-
tiner, the far-sighted DIA dirce-
tor.

Much like the grandeur of
Rivera’s mural, Alrawi has con-
structed mythic-like characters
playing out a drama of honesty
versus deception, and compas-
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a mural demonatrates the scala
of the playwright's own story-
telling gifts

EVentsS jumpu s

On locatlon:
Dan Kremer
@eft) as
Edsel Ford
“and Paul’
Hopper as
William
Valentiner
Above them
on the mural
at the Detroit
Institute of
Arts are the
same people
they play.

ed twn tickets to lrelnnd eomph-
menta of Koy Tours.

“My nmnu went back to Ire-
lnnd for their 26th wedding®
anniversary and saw whare lny
dad grew up,” snid Costallo, “Now:
I'll have the opportunity to
reacarch and explore my family
history. I'm looking forward-to
going thero to meet my relatives.”

On Friday she and her court
will paint a shamrock in the
middle of Michigan Avenue. in
front of tho Gaelic Loague to
establish the start of St.

Patrick's Day festivities,in metro -
" Dotroit.

If you can't make it downtown
to the parade, tune in the Irish
Hour on the radio, WNZK-AM
6.90 — 1:30-3 p.m. Sunday.
Costello and her court will be on
the show. 3

Irish concert

On Sundny evening, Liz Car-
roll, two-time All Irelahd fiddle
chnmpmn and GreenrLinnet
recording artist will presont a
concert at the Hellenic Cultural
Centor in Westland with Larry

Nugent and Jim Dewan.
Nugent, six time champion of
.the All.Ireland flute champi-
onship has:appenared with tho
Chieftans and Greon Fields of
America and recorded two solo
albums with Shanachie Enter-
tainmont Corp. Dowan will pro-
vide guitar and vocals. Doors
open 6 p.m. and the concert will
begin at 7 p<m. with dinner
available 6-7 p
“I thought (t wauld be nice to
have a traditional Irish concert
in motro Dotroit,” said presenter,
Mick Gavin of Redford, “These
performers are very woll known

on the Irish music scens, they're' .

well known on the Irish music,
scone — they'ro top of the line.”
Local step-dancers will alse
porform including 1998 World
Champion Paul Cusick of Ply-
* mouth, 1899 All-Ireland Champi-
on Mike Belvitch also of Ply-
mouth, and Pat Quian, also an
All-Ircland Champion. Cusick
and Belvitch have both been
accepted to join "Riverdance.”
A warm-up group of young
musicians will pb;form during

the dinner hour,

Irish Fest

On Wednesday, Guvm i8 host-
ing the 14th Annual Irish Fest
which features over 60 local
Irish ontertainers including
Cusick and Belvitch at the Hel-

lenic Cultural Center from 4

p.m. to about 11 p.m.

*There will corned beef and
cabbage dinnors, enacks, food for
the kids, pop, beer, it's not your
regular pub outing,” said Gavin.
*Wa get poopla of all agea, Wo're
beginning to get calls already.
People know about it”

Gavin began the event to offer
fomilies a way .to celcbrate St.
Patrick’s Day, Jeremy Kittol, a
14-year-old fiddle prodigy from
Saline, will perform with Tyler
Duncan on uillean pipes and
Sean Gavin, Mick's son, on flute
and whistle,

“There oro a lot of young peo-
plo interested in the Irish arta,”
said Gavin, “We're a little bit
behind Chicago and Boston, but
wo're alowly catching up. ’l‘husc
kids are exzellent.”
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