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keep parents in
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. Protecting the planct and
e.‘n}mncing communication are
twh of the world’s top issues as

Teacher uses e-mail to
touch

R SRR VI
B HIGHMEADOW

images about what the young-
aters did, or informing parents of
an important homework lesson,
Cus‘torlina is able to do that in a

Y2K approaches, Yet for teacher
Kathleen © line tho solutiol

d stroks or two.

is a8 casy as “you've got e-mail.”
« Gasterline, who teaches second
grade at Highmeadow Common

Gampus in the Farmington dis- -

trict, connects via olectronic mail
on_a regular basis with the par-
u‘n}n of nearly cvery student in
Hek class, .

“Whether offering daily anip-

“My dream would be to have a
video dlip of the day,” Casterline
said last week. .

Thanks to this new technologi-
cal world, no longer does she
have to play telephono tag with
busy paronts who are difficult to
track down tho old fashioned
way. And relianco on “enail mail™

*The old process of
writing lettora is too
cumbersome,” she said,
*... Besidos, it (e-mail
correspondence) saves
trees, you know?? i
- Aceording to the
teachor, it helps that
education and tho usa of
technology ia a top pri-
ority within the High-
mendow aitendnpce
area. Highmeadow is 2
school-of-choice, with
studenta choeen via lot-
tory for available alots
‘every year.

Twenty aut of 26 stu-

nets and even photograph Iletters also is disappeariog donta havo e-mail at
I — rrcemmrmenme  1ome, and some of the

kli‘dn themaohves have

their own addresses.

THINKING OF “That's how technologi-

cal some of theso fami-
lies are.”

Casterline ompha-
sized, however, that ehe
doesn'’t shy away from

. roore-traditional ways of
communicating. Sho
still telephones parents
and aends notes home
with students.

But because time iv @o pro-
cious for many parents, the c-
majl connection enables short-
but-swect communication on a
regular basis.

“[ give thom mcssages about
things we've been doing,” Caster-

_ line said. "I send messnges about

iR

You got e-mall: Highmeadow C
with parents using e-mail.  ©

Kerthl,

Camp h

# ‘ givo them messages about things we’ve been
doing. 1 send messages about homewark, ques-
tions to ask (kids at home). Part of thls, it's to
croate that dialogue batwoen children and par-

ents.’

Kathleen Casterline
—Teacher

homework, to ask

We ARE COMMTTED T0 QUALITY (ids at haino). Pait of this, ite
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES hiiven and parentar
We DesiGN ANp Buitp The messages and digital pho-

tos enable parents to quickly
capture what their children are
oxperiencing in school.
Following are examples of
recent o-mails from Casterline to
INCE 1 ber “clasalist”; to send messages
- to all of the homes on that list,
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION all she has to do is click onto the

e : send button.
855-3880 M “Decar students and parents,
6100 Dunssions * WeST BLOGKRELD . T will be sending home a copy

AppmonsKircens Bars ano More

~ RettobeLInG H QAKLAND Co.
Snce 1965

of your dinosaur report in this
Nala 1. me—

week’s Thursday folder. You may

‘Save on all fa]arics, furniture and
labor durmg our ng Spring Sale».}

(At Calico Corners, inspiration comes in many ){mns)

We think our beautiful fabrics and furniture provide plenty
of inspiration. But then egain, so docs & good deal, Which
malkes it even casier to create your own lock. Or, ‘if you

« preler, we can do all the work. How’s that for mativation?

10-50% off all fabrics.
Plus savings on furniture and lab
Now through March 22nd.

- Ol fudes prior purchases.

Or.

~Eibrics. lurniture and inspimlion.

OKEMOS
6100 Marsh Road
Gontral Fark Placo
{517) 3471002

ST. CLAIR SHORES
23240 Mack Ave.
(Sowtk ef Nisa Mile}
(810) 775-0078

BLOOMPIELD JHLLS
1033 S Telograph Rd.
(North of Square Lake)
{248) 332.0103

FOR A FREE COPY OF OUR GATALOG VISIT OUR STORE OR GALL 1-800-213-8368.

Novi
25875 Novi Road
(248} 547-4188

use this to prepare for your
S.E.E.D. It is not necessary to
recopy it onto notecards. Thank
you, Mrs, Casterline.” -

W "Dear students, ... Tonight
your homework is to tell your
parents about what we are learn-
ing in moth. Please explain to
them why we call our math ‘tak-
ing’ and not ‘borrowing.' Good
luck, Mrs. Casterline.” g

To illustrate how fast parents
can respond to such messnges,
student Natalie Lichtman's
father, Gary, c-mailed the teach-
er about four hours after the lat-
ter item was aent. .

W “Ii's funny you sent this e-
mail... Natalie stumped us last
night with that one. Juat goes to
show you’re ‘never too old to
learn something new.’ Thanks for
the ‘new math lesson,’ maybe
that’s why I never went into
accounting. Gary.”

Casterline said elementary
sc[‘mol teachers often refer to

ion as “b

 gnan B7 BILL BRISUR
Casterline keeps in touch

tho old way of communicating.

=I'd have to write or typo a
note out, print’it out and put it
in'their backpacks,” Casterline
said. “There’s a chance four or
five (parents) would nover seo it,
because it'd be in the backpack
in o big wad.”

Return messages are frequent,
an indication that parents ~ and
kids, too — don't mind the new
way of exchanging information.
From Feb. 2 until last week,
there woro 192 files; new ones
are indicated by red mailbox

*You can play phone tag forev-
or,” she said. *But this way, you
can immediately cgmmunicate.”

Every morning, she checks for
new mcssages, and then dashes
off notes during ang after school.
She) always verbally tells her

ing,” o

ts. when parents should
ining to

term. that isn’t quito
“It’s nover really borrowing,
because you're never going to put
it back.”

Meanwhile, the teacher said e-
mail chat is “a pioco of cake,”
and is much moro cflicient than

oxpect a it P
the full class, and she makes
sure those few without e-mail
receive hard copy-of the mes-
sage. k""»,,,
“It's really fun, Parents Jike it
and kids liko it.”

programs to older adults, P!
are high and she expects

Phyllis Howard is a Registered Nu
Bloomfield. Dedicated to providin;

Phyllis is always aware of how ve

m

Call now for more information or come see for yourself.

cont Stroot Fric. of West Bloonfield

4460 Orchard Lake Road

248-683-1010

rse and the Administrator of Regent Street of West

the highest standard of assisted living services and
llis takes her responsibilities very seriously. Her standards
e same dedication and caring concem from all of her
staff...and she gets it. Whether it is working with her residents, their families or her staff,
important it is to remember that each person
deserves to be treated with respect, dignity and kindness. This philosophy is one of the
reasons that Regent Street is so special.
We want you to know Plyllis Howard

and Phyllis wants to know you, See for yourself
how assisted living should and can be. W ye yod

Az




