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Vote to dissolve Detroit: school board splits state House

BY TiM RICHARD
KTAFP WIMTER .
trichard@oc.homoecomm.net

- Lawmakers and the public are
deeply divided as tho atate
Housc of Representatives this
week heads for a showdown voto
on a bill to dissolve the Detroit
Board of Education and hand the
eins to Mayor Dennis Archer.
- “Wo reported out tho bill on a
-—purty—llno vote,” snid Rep. Paul

DeWeosge, R- Wllhumntun, a’

. wember of the Houge Education.
*But n will take more than than
Lhn

\THb House panel, after an all-

dny hearing March 9, approved
the bill on a 10-7 party-lino vote.
Rep. Ruth Johnson, R-Holly,
Voted yes with her party.
- Republicans control the Houso
'58-52 and can pass anything
they want. But as DeWeeoae
noted, they need a two-thirds
majbrity, 74 votes, to mako the
bill law as soon as Gov. Johin
Lngler gigns it

. The GOP must win hclp from
'16 Doumocrats. Otherwiso, the
Dill can't become law until Apnl
of 2000. A Houso vote could come
ns carly as Tuesdny.

2 “The bill was reported out of
!he Scnate committes on a

Legzslators and task force representatives to meet about mental health concerns Monday

Mental health concerns will bo
the topic of discussion Monday,
March 15, when Michigan legis-
Iators and tho Tri-County Men-

__tal Health Task Force meet at
*“"Glen Oakas County Park in

Farmington Hilla,
The breakfast mecting will be

party-line vote,” DoWeese

recnllod *“but it got Democratic,
-votes on the Senate floor (22

Republicans and oight
Demoerats).”
DoWceese predicted thum
by

would be a lot of

come.”

To.those whn nrgund that
Detroit kids havo low test scores
and high dropout ratos, Wright
snid “social deprivation” is a
cause, *To hold public achools
solely blo jan't fair.”

timo the full Housa votes zhm .

week, Ho said ho had spent a
day with a Detroit lawmaker
looking for common grmmcl on
the politically-charged issuo,

Democrats, for example, want
amendmonts giving the city
council approval over the
mayor's five appointmonts,
retaining four of the current
school board members, and an
immediate citywide voto on tho
takeover plan.

Here are some of the croas-cur-
rents agitating the House:

@ Suburban and outstate lead-
ers aren't entirely convinced that
taking over the Dotroit board
and altowing it to hiro new top
executives is a safo solution.

“The dissolution of a school
board is sorious,” William
Wright, Lenawee County’s assis-
tant superintendent for ﬁnum:e,
told the Housc panel. *This is
somewhat of a slam-dunk
approach to politics. This could
be a slippery slope of thinge to

hosted by the Tri-County Mental
Henlth Task Force, which is co-
chaired by Cakland County
Commissioner Fran Amos and
Wayne County Commissioner
Kay Beard.

“The changes in mental
health, especially ndapting to a

. managed caro uyatem.

Rep. Ruth Jamnick, D-Ypsi-,
lanti, said that in hor Washt

Pock, a Bnpdn pastor nnd buai-
ness operator. “Ninety-fivo per-
cent of employees I'va hired have
bean from Detroit public schools,
They have not been trained to
compete.”

“Our schools are failures,” said
Rcv Hem:n Shufﬁald I of the

naw County district, “I've heard
that ‘studenta are not prepared’
for 15 years. Education doean’t
meet tho needa of childten acrass
the world.”

*You'ro tnkmg away their
right to vote,” said-Laura Bruner
Sexton, an East Lansing teacher
who grew up in Detroit.

In addition, somo Oakland
County school. boards have
passed resolutions oppoaing the
Detroit school takeover.

B Many blnck leadars in
Detroit — particularly tha clorgy
~ favor dumping the elocted
achool hoard for a mayor-
appointed board,

“For 30 years, education in
Detroit has ‘boen on a decline,”
snid the Rev. Ned Adama of
Detroit, “What's happening to
aur children in Detroit borders
on negligenco.”

*The current structure has not,
worked,” said the Rev., V., Lonnie

impact all
of our communitics,* Amos said.
“The need to provide affordable,
quality nccess to aservices to
adults and children with mental
ll!ncas or duvc]opmcnuﬂ disnbili-

Alliance,
*“No calamitous protest can con-
ceal tho truth.”

“Our children need to bo edu-
cated, and I don't eare if it comes
from Engler or anybody else,”
said John Bradford of the UAW-

Ford national training center in:

Detroit. “This is not a voters’
rights issue. It's not about race,
The community college system
has heon holding the public
schools up for years (proparing
high school graduates for univer-
sitics)”

“Fewer than 10 percont of
Detroit pupils mect job readiness
standards,” said John King, a
black Detroit resident ropresent-
ing the Dotroit Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce. He said the
chamber helped fund four of fivo
millage campaigns for Detroit
sachools from 1880-94, and busi-
ness hae epent $16 million to
help Detroit schoals, but “more
than increased funding will be

The Tri-County Summit, a
regional partnership forged
between the counties of Wayne,
QOakland and Macomb and the
city of Detroit first met May &,
1998 the task force is one of five

formed to di

or pah tical baunrluneu

areas of mutual concern.to pro-

needed uz nmpmva oducnuon.

B Deotroiters and many out-
state Demoecrat seo a sense of
unfairness in “picking on” Dotroit
public schools, blaming educators
for socinl pmhlem and scrapping
& schoo) board that was elected in
Novembor of 1898,

“Having babics nt 18 and 12
years of age is not goiny to lift
people up,” gaid Robert Johnaen, 2
teacher of 31 years and an assis-
tant pastor in a Detroit Presbyte-
rian church, 'l‘nkmg out a school
board is not going to help.”

*“This bill was wroto up Nov. 6,
the day after the election,” said
Roso Stark, a Detroit mother of
six, including two collogo atu-
denta. “Now I know why Mayor
Archer didn't support (Demo-
cratic gubernatorinl nominee)
Geoffrey Fioger.” She said
Engler had done n 180-degree
turnaround sincé September
when he advocated parental
mkwvcr of Detroit school build-
inge.

“Dennis Archer’s not going to
pick this (replacement) board,”
predicted Ed Simmers, a Detroit
polmwl activist. “John Engler’s
gumg ta be right behind him say-
ing ‘charter schools, charter
uhnals. charter achoals, charter

e ——————————rY e
| GLEN OAXS

. vide a unified voice for the

region in sceking solutions,
*The legislative breakfnst pro-
vides an informal, yet highly

i

More than 1.0

v

plans.
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Helon Moore,’ roprasonﬂng
Black, Parenta for Quality Edus
cation in Detroit, gave the com:
mittee 10,000 signatures protesi
ing the bill and said Engler *hos
ultorior motivgs - cbnrter
achools,”

Freshman Rep. Triette Lipsey:
Reoves, D-Detroit, told the com:
mitice, “Most of you come from
local government. If the governor
wuumd to take gver your dmmd.

Rop Keith Stallworth, D:

Dotroit, said the bill cou}d

pnlnnzo the two partiea.”
contrast to a week earlier when
ho and other Dotroit lawmakers
wore African garb and disrupted
a Senate committee hearing fof
two Hours, Stallworth was a
model of suited decorum before
the House panel.

But it led one Republican Inw-
maker, who asked not to be iden-
tified, to predict that “Keith
Stollworth will nover get a bil}
passed in this House. He'll nevey
oven get a public hearing on nny
bill of his.”

Refer to Senate Bill 297 whcn

your state represen
tive, State Capitol, Larulnd
48090-7614. 5

effective forum for the communi:
ty montal health boards from
this region to exchange informaz
tion and ideas with their cleclcd
officials,” Beard said.

Glen Oaks Park is at 30500 W
13 Mile (east of Orchard Lakc) m
Farmington Hills.
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