/. i
Thu;‘sday e
March 18, 1999

Drug testing: It’s time we
all read the constitu-
tion./A12

NMENT

Cellul

tower

ar

Fo - . :
ding - sort of - to cele- t b
brate a birthday./A3 i O e ar

RRERE AR Cro S S

Shame: It’s unfortunate .

that kids defaced a gay @ A cellular tower bearing
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“A symbo! doesn't take your eyes off
of it,” said Fran Vallely, Council of
Homeowners Associations president.
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They also said they would consider any recommenda-
tions mado by a consultant hired by the city of Farming-
ton Hills on resident's behalf. L

_Heavily traveled e . .

Nearly 200,000 vehicles travel 1.275, making it the -

second busiest freewny behind 1-76. . .

weelks - on schedule and with concrote. Fal
At Tuesday’s public hearing at Capital City Airport,
Farmi Hills. Meadowbrook quadrant resid
asked MDOT fo reconsider using nsphalt or lock at
other noise reduction measures, including a sound wall,
for a 1.6-mile stretch from 1696 to Eight Mile,

A surfaco change would delay the project, which i
expected to be done in one year instead of two, MDOT
officinls said. Residents said thoy doo’t want to impedo |
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Longer parking

Cellular tower
At Flrst Church of the Nazarene

limits reviewed

BY TIM SMITH
STAYP WRITER
tsmith@oc.homecommamet

‘The issue of long-term versus short-term
parking in downtewn Farmington is again
cropping up. .

Businesses which usc the municipal
parking lot on the southwest corner of
Grand River-Farmington recently received
letters from the city's Traffic and Safety
Board, about a recommendntion to insti-
tute twa-hour parking.

FARMINGTON

One of those businesses, Mutual Finan-
cial Services, wrote a letter back, balking
at the idea, discussed ‘during Monday
night's Farmington City Council meeting.

“It'a an isaue that the Traffic nand Safoty
Board hns addreased in the past,” said
Gary Goss, director of the Public Safoty
Department and a member of tho Traffic
and Safety Board, after the meeting. *Par-
ticulnrly on the north side of Grand River,
whero employees watit to park right next to
their buiness establishments.” .

About 20-25 percent of the municipal lot
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Hills activist
remembered

BY L.\‘lva O’CONNOR
loconnor@os.homecomm.net

George Thomas Roberts’ personality made mind
readers extinct.

The Farmington Hills resident always said what he
thought and left nothing cpen for interpretation, sy
those wha knew him.

The Olde Town resident championed causes and
unequivocally embraced the city he loved. Mr..Roberts
dicd after a long illness March 13 in Sinai Hospital in
Detroit, He was 71.

*He was a good guy,” soid Massie Kurzeja, an Olde
Town resident and activist. “All tho good ones are leav-
ing ua.” . .

Mr. Roberts was particularly well known in city hall
circles, He served on the Zoning Board of Appeals from
1977-85. He nlso sat on the Housing Rehabilitation
Loan Board, which overaces applications for home
imp for low to income famities.

Until health problems occurred, Mr. Roberts also
served on the Volunteer Handicap Parking Enforee-
ment committee.

“He had a concern for the well being of the city,” said
Rick Lampi, Hills ity devell t di

*He wanted to be fair about how peéple and issues
wero judged. He had a sense of dedication.”
Or as Leo Blizman of the Hills Zoning Office said,
“Gearge was an original.” .
Attorney Art Heidt was on the ZBA with Mr,
Roberts. He had a keen insight to the problems faced
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Guest at Glil: Devin Scillian,
newscaster at WDIV-TV, shows Gill
Elementary School students a
watercolor painting of “Fibblestax,” the
main character of a children’s book he
wrote. v .
¢ i

Newscaster shares
love of reading

BY TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER
tsmith@oc.homecomm.net

i1l Elementary School students might have

thought "Oh, Fibblestax!” when they found out

WDIV-TV newscaster Devin Scillian loves rending
and writing more than - yes — even the electronic medi-
um he ia seen on every night.

*I mnke my living on television,” said Scillian during a
celebrity reading scesion Monday, March 8, in the Gill
gymnasium. “But I'm a big believer in reading.”

Casually dressed, sitting in o rocking chair and hald-
ing a microphone, Scillian talked to tho youngsters
about how reading and writing are essential, lang after
school and throughout life as well as in doing his high-
profile TV jab,

e also read his
*Fibblestax.”

Ono of the Gill students who sat on the gym floor and
listened to Scillian’s imaginative tale was third-grader
Laurie Colbert.

“It lets them know that reading and writing isn't just
something we do in school,” Laurie said, about what she
lenrned from Scillian’s visit. “But that it's something
that affecta (people) throughout their life.”

In a word"

Scillian, invited to come to the Farmington district
schnol for *March is Rending Month,” read his story
about o thoughtfu! boy named Fibblestax, who
nssigned heartfelt words to everything from “smile” to
*“child.” .

The visit was arranged by Gill student teacher Jay

blished children's ipt,
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