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On April 1 (April Fool's Doy,
fittingly cnough), rates for the

xfianded basit cablo service

(Ghonnels 23-66 and 96-99) will
bé deregulated. .
(+>/That means that vable opera-
fors can charge whatever they
&hdose for these services; citiea
¢ap no longer file rate com-
ploints with the FCC based on
Fat¢ increascy for these chan-
~ fiels. SWOCC filed such a com-
pldint ovor the January 1999
Time Warner increaes and has
notirecoived a response. What
offeyg this rate deregulation will
fizv®on that filing remains to be
dodn.
<But remembor, only the
eXpinded bagic rates aro deregu-
Igted after March 81. Basic
(Channels 1-22) and service
¢quipment rates remuin subject
ti-focal regulation, as long as
offéctive competition does not
Oxit in our community,
>-So how does this impact your

th the recont snowstorm

'uinping inches of anow and tons,
4fsalt on the roads, it’s a good
ne to think about getting the
ashed.
rmington Families in Action
¢lling fund-raising car wosh

2

cable  rates? -
There is some
concern  that
local rate regu-
lation may not
bo onough to
keep all cable
rates at bay. -
The vast majori-

CARLE
CONNECTION

ty of Time

Warnor sube i
scribers  have ©

both basic and . cgfgﬁ;
oexpanded basic

aervice, . Tho » .

problem is that cabln operators
can simply increase the rates of
tho newly deregulated channels
to offsot any basie channel rate
reductions. .

Currently, Time Warnor

charges $10.60 for its baaic ser-

vice, as it did last year, However,
mest subscribers saw rate

‘inereases because the oxpanded
.basic service went up, which
impacted the eatire bill. We aus- -

tickets throughout March for
Colonial Car Wash, on Ninc Mile
near Farmington, One ticket is
good anytime for any size vehi-
cle. For cach ticket sold, Colonial

* ownera Holly and Mark Owen

will donate $2.75 from each

) Kk

pect the same thing will happen
aftor the April 1 derogulation.
Evon competition hasn't curbed
this trend. :

In most instances, in the
metre Detroit area, the ‘entry of
a second cable service provider
has not resulted in a declinein a
customor’s rates. It simply
alowed tho frequency and extent
to which cable rates continued to
increase.

However, we arc beginning to
sco somie sitbseribers cancel their
expanded basic sexvico in favor
of a satellite dish. But they keep
the basic - cabla service
($10.50/month) to view local
channels (ABC, CBS, NBC, etc.)
a8 well as the public, educational
and governmental access chan-
nels. Keop in mind that Timo
. Warner charges $22 to cus-

tomera who opt to downgrade

becausa thoy say they must send |

a technician to the home. Ono
cablo customer called SWOCC to

$6.50 ticket for FFIA's cfforts to
bring substance abuse nware-
ness to the Farmington/Hills
community.

For 16 years, FFIA has taught
children and parents about

P . Maximum versatility
& and car-like handling *

PerR MONTH

FOR 36 MONTHS

Down Payment

First Month's Payment
Cash Due at Signing

36-Month/36,000-Mile

Red Carpet Lease
Capitalized Cost ----------$20176
------ $1,930
Refundable Security Deposit -§!

$15/mile over 36000 miles

250
$238

PrepAY A TWO-YEAR LEASE. *
WIiTH ONE EAsy

PAYMENT OF ..

Capitalized Cost
Down Payment

Cash Due at Signing
{Net of RCL Cash)

Conventional 24 Month
24,000-Mile Lease

Advanced Lease Payment --N/A
Fitst Month Lease Payment -$338
Refundable Security Deposit -$400
------- $3,008

$15/milf: gver 24,000 miles

Advance Payment
Program

$21178
N/A
$9.480
N/A
$425

$9.480 )
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‘and productive lifeatyles.

K In most instances, In
tho metro Detroit area,
the entry of a second:
«cahle servico provider
has not resuited In a
dectine In a customer's
rates. It simply slowed
tho frequency and
extant to which cable
rates continued to
Increase.

pril 1, expahdéd basic cable rates to be dereg“ulated{

experience in this area, His con-
corn was that callers are not
informed of this 'basic cable
option and may ittingly pur-

with cablo rates incrensing dou-
ble tho rate of inflation every
year. In fact, our local nlccll,ed

tatives d that

chase the complote package
when all they want is the very
basic service. Then thoy have an
additional charge to downgrado.
If you're not sure of the terminol+
ogy, toll Time Warner that all
you want are channels 1-22, or
that you chooso to pay only
$10.60 a month.

Frank Lauholf, Farmington

voice hio concern that it's often
the customer who can't afford
tho full service who opta to
downgrade. Yet it's this cus-
tomor who must pay a feo to do
B0,

Craig DeRoche, Novi city coun-
cilman, addressed SWOCC at its
last mecting as he had personal

healthy bodies, healthy minds

FFIA offers programa for chil-
dren in the schools, such as
Beginning Addiction Basic Edu-
cation Studies, to teach third
graders about the dangers of

9 MERCURY VILLAGER
IncLuoe: . 331 SOHC V-6 engine » Front-wheel drive » Second Generation dual air bagst « In-Track™ rear
sliding scat systerm » AMFM stereo/enssette + 100,000-mile scheduled tunc-up intervalst « Power fiont windows and

1599 MERCURY GRAND MARQ

citizens, as woll. *“Many hear
that cablo is over $30, but that's
not the case if you subacribe to
the basic service only." In fact,
there are only about 500 sub-
scribors who take advantago of
this.

Rates have been an ongoing

concern, not only in our commu--

nities, but nntionwidu,‘nu well,

'FIA is selling fund-raising tickets throughout March:

drug and alcohol use and abuse
at a preventive stage,

FFIA also provides program-
ming for parents, such as Talk-
ing With Your Kids About Alco-
hol, Generationa Responding to
Issues and Problems and Middlo

Standard
<. 4th do

UISGS

city manager and SWOCC com-.
iasi aeca the basic cablé -
option as an alternative to senior .

wp
jesuc in a recent meeting with
Sen. Carl Levin in Washington, |

.'We agked Sen. Levin to auﬁ-

.port our loenl concerns in build-

ing copn into tho FCC formutn
for rate increases,” said SWOCC
Commissioner Bill Hartsock.
However, with rate deregulation
right around the corner, those
limita may not coma to fruition.”
Caren Collins is the exccutive
director of the Southwestern
Oakland Cable Commission. The
next SWOCC meeting is 7 p.m.
Tuesday, April 27, at Farming-
ton City Holl. The next CAC.
meeting is 7 p.m. Tucsday, Aprif,
13, at SWOCC. The next Com:
munity Access Forum is 7 p.m.
Tuesday, April 6, at SWOCC, All
those interested in public access.
are invitéd. -

Schdol Madness, which focus:
on middle school adjuatments.

For tickets or more informa-
tion, call Becky Dworkin at (248)
661-4646 or Marie Stahl at (248)
476-66 -

Visit Your
1 Metro Detroit
Mercury Dealer.
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FEATURES INCLUDE: PrecisionTiac™ suspcnsibxm-smn Second Generation dual air bagst » 4-wheel disc brakes [ Bob Borst

« SecuriLock™ passive anti-theft system  Rear-wh
T driver’s seat » Fingertip speed

up intervalst o 8-way powe:
only car in its class Mm

drive « 4.6L. SOHC V-8 enginc  100,000-niile scheduled tune-
control » Autolamp on/ofl delay lighting system ¢ The
e governments highest five star crash test rating*
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Driver and passenger front crash test. Class s based on basic Larger car inder $35,000, **1999 Mercury Villager MSRP $22,995 excluding tle, tax an

MSRP for leases purchased In the Metro Detroit Region through 11/3008. Lessee responsil

1999 Mercury Grand Marquis GS MSRP $22925 excluding tile, 1axes and |

n the Detroit Reglon though 117308, For special lease 1érms and $1,000 RCL cas!

hildren in the reae scar, ¥Under normat driving c

d Ticense fees. Lease payment hscd on average capitalized cost of 92.09% of
ible for excess wearand tear. For $1,000 RCL cash on Villager, and special fease 1erms, take new rewai] del
Conventlonal and Advanced Payment Program Lease payment based onaverage capitalized cost of 6.74% of MSRP for beases punchased
h take new retall delivery from dealer stock by /199, Residency restrictions apply. Sec dealer for details, $Always wear your safety bl and secure
onditions with routine fluld/filter changes.

iwery from dealer stock by #/149.
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