SKEBRISTO
Easter is almost here and you
want to get something cute and
fuzzy for your child, Stop and
think before you buy an Easter
bunny or duck or whatever ani-
mal you desire.

Rabbits scom to be the most
popular animal to get ot Easter.
Muoke sure you are willing to
take care of thia new crittor,
Kids will take care of their now
fuzzy friend for maybe one week.
Then, guess what, the nowness
haa worn off and the responsibil-
ity is up to you, tho parent.

- Domesticated rabbits began to

catch on ns pets in the 16th cen- -

tury. It has boen during more
recent times, eapecially tho last
several decades, that robbits
have really come into their own.
Today, without a doubt, they can
be included.among tho most pop-
ular of pet animals, especially at
ter time.

If indeed you are determined
to buy a rabbit, make sure you
read a book on what kind of care
is necded to make the rabbit a
happy camper. Like any animal
that lives in a cage, they require
cage cleaning at least twice a
week. I have learned this from
pxperience. Cleaning the coge
ppce a week for me was not
enough. The odor builds up in

Where to buy your rabbit
+»Bapending on the breed and
eolor of your preferred rabbit,
resources to locate a apecial
Fﬁ:d may be limited. Never
botipromise and buy a sick ani.
fnal. Remember that happiness
yith a pet is a mutual thing for
our whole family. You are
responsible for providing for the
rabbit for the duration of its life.
Adult rabbits are less likely to be
adopted should you decide that
you're not compatible or are dis-
content with your furry charge.
If you think anyone in your fami-
ly might be allergic, find a family
that has a rabbit. See if you can
visit for about an hour, touching
- and holding the rabbit. It's bet-
ter to find out beforchand, rather

of TLC

than after your are attached and
hava to give the bunny away.

For all but the rare or uncom-
man breed, your local pot stare is
your best source. Apply strict eri-
teria to any pet store that is sell-
ing live animala, Make surc that
there {a overall cleanliness in the
surrcundings; look for alert and
healthy rabbits; insist upon
intelligent answers to all your
quostions from the owner or
manager of tho store. Read a
book on rabbits before going to
the pet atore. That way, you
know as much as possible before
picking the rabbit you may want.
Be aware from tho book on what
a Lalthy rabbit looks like, how
Jarge n 8-week-0ld bunny ean be,
what characteriatica aro impor-
tant in your chosen breed, etc. If
you are looking for a particular
breed or a less-popular color
variety of a known breed, a
breeder may be your only choice,

Best age to buy

‘The best age to buy a rabbit ia
nihnn he is from 6 to 10 wecks
ald,
Carefully observe the rabbit
you intend to buy. Notice his
oyes; they should be bright and
clear. His nose should not be
runny. If & rabbit has sniffles or
sneezes, do not buy that rabbit,
The coat should be sleck and
shiny. If the fur at his back end
is dirty from fecal matter, that
would indicate diarrhea; do not

buy.

Whether to buy a male or
female depends on you. Whatev-
er sox you pick, keep in mind
however, that proper care for
your rabbit will require a good
bit of your timo and energy. And
PLEASE give your bunny lots
and lots of love. They do make

- for a great pet.

Bev Cornell is a licensed
wildlife rehabilitator and former
veterinary aide, She will answer
pet and wildlife questions in care
of Ask Bristol, 33411 Grand
River, Farmington, MI 48335 or
her e-mail address: bristol_dog®
man.com

Come enjoy a spaghetti din-
ner and help tho Children,
.* Youth and Family Services in
‘Farmington and the Mies
Farmington Scholarship pro-
gram Friday, March 26, at the
Masonic Temple.
The menu will conaist of
. spaghetti with sauce, plain or
with meatballs, tossed salad,
breadsticks, assorted cakes

Spaghetti dinner will
fbenefit scholarships

and cookies, and a beverage.
It's ull you can eat.

Cost is $8 for adults, $4 for
students, Children under 3
ant free.

The Masonic Temple is
sponsoring the event. Another
dinner is planned with pro-
cecds going to the playsecape
for City Park.

Hours are 5-8 p.m.

the springtime, & young man's
fancy turns to love”; howover,
even before the flowors have
bloomed, many young brides-to-
bo with their mothers and atten-
donts spent a sunshine filled
Sunday afternoon at the Lon-
gacro House Bridal Expo '99 on

M 14, .

Held in e 20-room Georgian
country houso, this ovent shaw-
cased nearly 20 wedding profes-
sionals who offered numorous
idens and products addressing
every bridal party need or
desire, Over a hundred peoplo
passed through the Longacre
doors within the first hour of the
expo. Attendees were treated to
finger fooda and tho meclodious
sounds of pianist Jim Nuckolls
whila thoy shopped.

Kam Carman of Fox 2 News
was the colebrity guest (and

recont bride) who made herself *

available to answer questions as
well aa display photos of her own
fairy tale wedding, Carman gra-
ciously discussed her traditional,
lavish wedding which was 1,000
hours in the planning and over a
one-year time frame. She was
hostess for a medieval rehoarsal
dinnor for 42 guests in period
costume held at The Castle of
Detroit. The costumes werc
designed and created a8 a gift to
Carman by her mother and
younger sister.

“Everyone had a great time,”

‘said the TV weather )

ily donated the home to the city
to be used ae @ non prafit com-
munity center. Today, income to
support and maintain the home
is derived solely from various
classes, an annual fund drive as
well as rentals for special events.

The Bridal Expo was con-
tained mainly in two rooms.
Staffed tables offered the ser-

“Even.the shy guests really
played along with the theme.”
Adding to the relaxed atmos-
phere of the alternoon were freo
of charge tours of the home, as
well as the romantic surround-
ings of The Longacre House
itself. The house originated as a
six room Victorian style home
built in 1869, It was the first
brick home in the area and
served as n landmark for those
traveling on Farmington Road.
Eventually the house was sold
to Lumnn Goodenoughy, a Detroit
lawyer, who remodeled it in 1830
and pools and gardens wero
added to enhance the property’s
beauty. It was the first home in

the arca to have electricity and a -

telephbne. The Geodenough fam-

Underground
Railroad is topic

Farmington’s involvement
with the Underground Railroad
will be the topic of discussion
when the Farmington Historical
Society meets, 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 24, at the downtown
branch library.

Ruth Mochlman, local histori-
an and author of “Heritage
Houses of Farmington,” and a
regular columnist in the Cbserv-
er, will be guest speaker.

The free talk is sponsored by
the Farmington Historical Saci-
oty and open to the public.

I Music/Entertainment ﬂ

ILLENNIUM
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vices of plan-
ners from the Longacre House
‘and The Wedding Connection.
C&N Party Rentals, Credit
Unien One and Kay Britten
Travel provided information per-
taining to honeymoon plans.
Entertainment needs were sup-
plied by Smith and Jones Enter-
tainment, Inc. and pianist Jim
Nuckolls. President Tuxedo was
on hand to address men's needs
and La Valle Bridal Millinery
allowed guests to try on head-
pieces of every shape and size
from satin flowers to pearl deco-
rated veils of various lengths.’
Bridal registries were avail-
able through Linens ‘n Things
I Basket
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Real Easter Here comes the bride
bunn:ZeS Brides-to-be check out the latest trends at Longacre House
require lots mumzscon ' — — Veits: A
V;lo'va always heard thaot “in ; Ziz‘:i’;?:g: o

were available
for patrons to
tryon at
LaValle

Bridal
Millinery’s
booth at the
Bridal Expo -
held at the
Longacre .
House Sunday .
afternoon.

7

Browsing: A mom and daughter check out the CEN
Party Rentals of Royal Oak display, a show vendor.

Hearts ond Roses Florist,
McFarland's Florist and Perpet-
ual Petals, The Wedding Pages
bridal magazine provided ideas
to address any couples tastes
and Michael Richards Photogra-

and L ger
Flower preserving and arranging
services were represented by

phy was ilable to capture the
special doy on film,

Registry offered cach bride-to-he |
the opportunity for special treat<:
ment on that special day. Farms -
ington Hills Wine and Liquor®
provided product ndviee for the !
grooms toasting their brides. As -
one bride-to-be summed up the -
alternocon: “This is only the

Greer and A

of a dream come true!”

It's The Summer of the Century in
Grand Rapids! A ence-in-a-millennlum
package of attractions, including:

The original
“web sutfes.”

Call for your Summer of the Century Family Getawzy Package!

Grand Rapids/ Kent County
(onvention and Visitors Bureas
1.8T7VISIT GR (1.677.847.4847)
wwwyisitgrandrapids.org

Or visit our website and click on “Getaway Packages”  weemowan

Daddy Longlegs!
James Dean's motorcyile- 8 "
SUUETAMUVRNI “THE AMERICAN CENTURY" ot the Gerad R Ford Muscum.
Hotone, but [OUR |8 " .
centisies of Dutch Ait. ‘QUIET GRANDEUR" a1 the Grand Raplds Art Muscum.
MNP THE SUMMER OF THE BIRDS AND THE BEES" atthe Frederik Meijer Gardens.

“SPIDERS!” at Van Andel Muscum Center.

Weddings * Banquets ¢
Graduations
Fabulous Special Effects

V9
H adyertising
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Meet

| D +iratil oo Nestor And Hester

(A.K.A. The Bunnies)
Visit the Gazebo in the North Grand Court and :
have your child’s picture taken with Hester @ Nestor for only $10.

March 20 - April 3 - All Day

AND DON'T MISS

“GIGGLES IN THE GARDEN"
PERFORMED BY THE CHILDREN'S THEATRE OF MICHIGAN
Each Wednesday Thursday. Friday Saturday and Sunday

I Bansuet Facitities "

TWIN LAKES BANQUET FACILITY
GOLF & SWINM CLUB
With breatbtaking views of the lake &
golf course, Tewin Lakes offers
the perfect setting for all occassions

« Walding Reoeprions ® Rebearsal Dinwers
Flowenrs l g R S bonras

(.3
“Adjacent To Laure) Ch:zcl"
Attroctie Facilities For Your Nedding! B
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I ad,
N Livonia 313-464-0!

» Ceremonic in the Gazcbo by the lake at 1:00 p.m. in the North Grand Court of The Somerset Collection Begtinning March 20.
by
risti’s Flowers "l Gelf Ovings MEI{S :
* Anniverseries ® L e o N
» Silk Wedding flowers & . ' ve Sponsored by R
« fresh fhoveers o € ces ®bserver & Eeeentete &C) EI_ :
h: :,;"2.55“3‘555 s ( ’w» FPro o COLLECTION HUNTLEY
- ¢ 80 248) 299- 345.6560 ext. 3 RN
"BUSST6ES " o | TwiNTAKEs . CHR 2000 T 248.645.6360 ext. 3 -
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