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binm than 200 Farmington High School
sfudents and staff members Monday honored
spptiomore Matthow Willer's momory by
atfending his funcral at'St. Gerald Cathelic
Clgirch in Farmington,

+Aud now, tha high school strives to put the
tiagedy behind and move forward. That

eplnils looking at the problems and issuca
thit lead to teen suicide.

Principal Johin Barrett snid a staff wnrk-
shop acon will bo.planned to enhanco awtre-
npss of students “who mxght be depressed
and hew to deal with it.”

‘Matthew Willer, 16, died Friday at
erhum Beaumont Hnapltul in Royal Osk,
f:am injuries sustained in an apparent nul-
cideattompt last Wednesday, Mareh 10.

rDescribed as always smiling and upbeat,

-said Matthew wes-

‘ Matthew also “wosa

crontive with his

rationale.”
Assistant princi-

pal Catherine Cost

an average student,
woll-liked by the
ataff and his peera,

not afraid to take a
stand if he didn't
think something
was right.”

About the large
Farmington High
contingent who
attended Matthew’s.
funeral, Crawford eaid, *I think that's what
we're supposed to do. Kids are important.”

. Many students and steff also consoled
Mntthuw s fnmxly Saturday and Sunday at

Matihew Wiilar

Miitthew recently hecamao di ht over a
personal matter.

*He was o neat kid,” snid FHS aasiatant
principal and former counseldr Bob Craw-
ford. “Ho had a great wit about him ... He
could definitely debate you and get pretty
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Funcral Home in Foarm-
ington,

During the funcral, fiend Reb Wiloy read
two poems written by Farmington High stu-
dents. Cost paid the poems revealed
Matthew as a smiling, pbunt honeat indi-

Large, Stylish Apartments
with Full-sized Kitchests

¢ Full-time Social Director
Dynamic Activities Program
Scheduled Transportation
24-Hour Emergency System

45182 West.Rd, * Novi, Michigan 48377 -

. www.grandcourtlifestyles.com

. find out if anything could have been done

Fine, Restaurant Style Dining

#'He was a neat kld. Hohada '
groeat wit akout him ... He could
definitely debate you and get
protty crestivo with hla ratle--
‘nale.’

Bob Crawford
—Assistant principal

vidual.
“ This week, Crawford, Cost and others are
struggling with Mutthnw s death, trying to

differently to provent it. But Crawford noted
that the wvictim did have friends and
resources availablo at the school to help him
work through hia despondency.

Unfortunotely, Matthew dld not avail him-
self of those opportunmcs for help.

“He didn't reach out, and that's the
tragedy. He had frionds who ware thore,”
Crawford said.

Cost said it was stunning that Matthow

wasn't able to communicate his.

recent fecunga of depression, espe-
cially since he¢ usually had no
trouble getting, things off hia
chest.

*“I worked quite extenaively with
tho kids on Friday,” Coat said,
referring to counscling séssions
following newa of Matthow's
death. "And thoy talked. about
how honest he was about his feel-
ings, and that he was a happy kid
who mado everybody laugh. That's
why it camio as such a gurprise.”

In licu of flowers, Lhe family is
roquesting that memorials in
Matthew’s name be sont to Form-
ington Families in Action, 33000
Thomas St., Fnrmmgwn 48838

Remembening: A shed at Farmington High School
shows classmates [celmgs about Matthew Willer who
died almost ¢ weck ago.
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by lower to middle mcnmu-fnml-
lies who lived in the eou(hcnut
aren.

“He held nothing back,” Hmdt
said, “which
rcfroahmg in mumcipul mat-
tera.”

On a grassroots level, Mr.
Roberts served on the Oldo Town

on interlor and exlerlor palnts, stalns, in-stock
and borders, brushes, rollers, ladders and other proj

e chore-outs, lp«h.«d« wally
1 responsibie for rypogup«kal o0 artwork et
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is someWwhat

homeowner’s association. He did -

his part for the city and neigh- |
borhood, Kurzejn said.

Mr. Roberts wasn't above rap-
ping his always present walking
cane to get sameone’s attention.

His wife Judith described him
as excoptionally knowledgeable
and well-read. Mr, Roborts was
born Nov. 1, 1927 in Detroit. He
worked as an eléctrician and'was
a member of the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Work- |
ers Local 68,

He is survived by his wife of 27
years Judith; daughter Rence
Floer; and step-children Bonny,
David and Josoph Poltier; and

Farmington @hsewer %:

(USPS 197040

sistor
Elecanor
Szczochow.
icz, He had
six grand-
children. Vig-
itation is 3-9

4
Charlea R.
Stop, Funeral. . Beorge Roberts
Homo - at.
18424 Beech -
Daly Road, Redford. Funeral ser-
vices are § p.TThiirsds =
the Rev, James Wright officiat-
ing.
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Rohert Dodds, MD, recently joined the
practice of David Clatke, MD, Christina
Danggio. MD nnd Kang-Lee Tu, MD.
He ics and Gynecolog;
and has 2 spccml mlcrcsl in tmtmg
conditions of infertility, urinary incontinence,
and pelvic prolapse.
Afer caming his medical degree

at Weyne State University, Dr. Dodds

leted his i hip and resid
at Providence Hospital. Among his other
awards and activities, Dr. Dodds was
honored as Resident Teacher of the Year
each year from 1995 through 1998, He is
als0 a member of the Amencnn Coilege of
Ob and Gy logy and the A
Medical /\ssocmuon

EPROV[DENCE

HOTPTIAL AND MEDICAL CENTIRS

1 Center d Park
47601 Crand River, Sulte A106
Novi, Michigan 48374
For appointments: 248-380-4821

Mission Health Medical Center
37595 Seven Mile Rd,, Sulte 430
tivonla, Michigan 48152
For appointments: 734-432-7731




