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Rogowski repeats as state champion

B WRESTLING

BY STEVE KOWALSKYd

BTAF? WRITER

kowalskidos, not
.“The next championship

Dotroit Catholic Central's Casoy
Rogowski and East Lansing’s
Kyle Croskey vio for will bo of
the team variety when thoy
become football teammates at
Contral Michigan University,
“But on Saturday, they battled
only for themselves in the Divi-
sion 1 individual state wreatling
tournament at Detroit's Joe
Louis Arenn.
Rogowaki secured hls aecnnd
straight state ct and

“him ns a college teammate.

“He's the biggest guy I've ever
wrostled,” Rogowski said. “You
think 285 pounds and you think
fat, but ho waan't. Ho was about
6-2, 6-3 and really put togother,” *

Rogowski is 91-0 the last two
years, 46-0 this year,

He was the prohibitive favorite
to defend his championship. He
surprised the field in hia junior
yoar, winning the stato title
dcaplt.a not being ranked No. 1

undofeated season with an 11-6

win over Croskey in the finals of
tho hoavyweight division.

¢ Each finalist has accented foot-
ball echolarships to CMU, which
gave this match a subplot.

Croskey hns a playing weight
of about 286 pounds in footbali,
which means he had to cut
weight just to bo oligible for the
275-pound division.

Rogowski diamijssed Croskoy
in methodical fashion. The two
were tied 0-0 after the first peri-

od. .
. Rogowski will be glad to have

the geason.
“It’s just like a great rellef that
it's ovor; 1 all 1

none of the teara fell,
“I was too tived to cry,”
Ba.

id.

To rench the finals, Rogowski

had to beat a familiar opponent,
Portago Contral’s Jim Kilcoyne,
in the scmifinals, After falling
behind carly, R ki rallied

he

attendance records were aet
Rodriguez liked the old two-day
format at Battle Creck's Kellogg
Arena. He's not alone,

“Three dnys drngging it out is
way too much,” Rodriguez said,
'Just get it over with.”

for a 7-8 victory.

“Ho got ticked becauss he got
taken down on his back,”
Rodriguez said.

Roankl beat him earlier in
the year, too.

“He was more prepared this
time; ho knew what was coming,
what I had,” Rogowski said. *Ho
came out more fired up nnd used
more sm!\'dm second time.”

wanted, and all my worrying is
done,” Haguwski said. “It’s a lot
harder being the favorite.”
Rogowaki is tho Shnmrockl
ninth repeat state ch

ki’s first match was

deluycd about 4% hours because
Joe Louis Arona had to bo
cleared duc to an asbestos scare,
Rodriguez said the long delay

“He's an awesome wrautlor
and so were the other eoight
before him,” said CC coach Mike
Rodriguez, who shed tears while
hugging Rogowukx afterward.
“When you're closs to a young
man lko Casey it's just tearful.”

Rogowski was teary-eyed but

Gymnastics from C1

hurt Rogowski more than his
opponent.

*If you'ro a state champion and
all I'm thinking about is getting
at you, n's to tho underdog’s

ki ia a three-sport star
for the Shamrocks, but he took
up wrestling as a freshman for
samething to do between football
und baseball sensons.

Then he atarted to like it.

“I took it up just to stay in
shape,” he said. "It helped with
my balance. When I got in the
room, I decided I wanted to be o
thme«umer (state champion).”

Rogowski had to settle for
being a two-timer after failing to
maoke the state finals na a 189-
pounder in his sophomore year.

When asked if he'll ever have
another wrestler like Rogowski,
Rodrigucz said “Yeah, his broth-
er”

Ryan Rogowski is a freshman
on the CC wrestling team, and
big brother thinka he has a

said. “It’s

fat)

a head game,”
This is the first year the finnls
were held in Dotroit and though

P ure.

“He saw what I did, so I told
him it's his turn next year,"”
Casey said.

al or state.”

she lupt going. As a freshman or

In the individual
Saturday, Rubin finished 13th in
tlhic Division I all-around with a
34.80 score,

r!n her first two ovents, Rubin

tied for 29th on vault (8.6} and
87th on floor (8.4), but she came
back to finish 10th on bars (8.7)
and second on beam (8.2) in her
final two.

“The second day is kinda
tuugh It’s such an cmotional
meet (Friday) and you're up late
bécause the meet ends late and
the adrenaline is still golng,

or said.
{*Hor leg strength was gone,
and that hurt her on floor. But

¢, she would have
struggled with a meet like Sat-
urday whero she did so-s0 (on
floor and vault).

“She had a good bara set but
fell on the dismount. It was'n
good routine, but if she didn’t
fall she would've been at least
third or second,

*Her last evont was beam. By
that point, you go out there and
any *Alright, if this is how it's
going to go today, I'm just going
to do my thing.'

“Brook was probably the hard-
est worker in our gym day after
day, and persistence and dater-
mination will get you there, I

was happy for her; it waa a good
way to end her carcer.”

Keesling, tho team’s only Divi-
sion I gymnast, tied for ninth on
beam (9.1), 10th on floor (9.25)
and 11th on vault (8.1).

“She's a level 8 in club gym-
nastics, and most of those girla
are level 8 and 10,” Dwyer said.
“She averages in the low 98 on
ecach event. She'll get better
through the years and be right
up there.”

Militello tied for 20th on beam
(8.6) and Ulewicz 31at (8.36);
Quellette tied for 26th on bars
(8.45),

Senior Liz Stoler, who guflered
a neck injury that caused her to

misa the last month of tho sea-
son, competed on bars in the
team competition. Freshman
Jenny Galbraith was one of ﬁve
to do vault.

“Bars is not her fnvonte
event,” Dwyer sgid of Stoler,
adding Farmington has good
depth and he could enter only
fivo girls per event.,

“Her better events are floor
and beam. I didn't want to risk
her getting hurt on floor and,
with our depth on beam, it was a
‘difficult decision because she
hadn't been competing for a good
month. She had a good attitude
— “If this is what I can do to help
the team, I'll do it.™

That boat you've

always wanted is

now within your

reach, with a loan from Huntington
Banks. Apply over the phone, and we'll give
you information on a varisty of loan options

with competitive rates and paymenta.

Call toll-tree 1-877-480-8345 * www.huntington.com

Wo'll

right

over the phone. So give us a call, or stop

into any Huntington banking office. And

you could be sailing off into the sunsot

08 soon ag tonight.

Get an answer on a boat loan before you hang up the phone.

(]

Huntington
Banks

you an answer

oven give

awny, right
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