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Gypsy band: Turaf de Haidouks plays music that com-
bines medicval ballads and Turkish-flavored dance
tunes. The name of the group translates as “band of
brigands.”
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“The situation in Bulgaria

today is really terrible since,

1989,” Yunakov said. “The cco-
nomic situation is a0 bad that
people are not celebrating wed-
dings which in the past was the
basis for community organizing.
There is hardly any wark for
wedding musicians,”

Heo said where onco 1,000-
2,000 people would gather for a
wedding to hear a live band,
now woddings uae recorded
music, He said in the Thraco
scttion of southern Bulgaria the
musicians would play for six or
aeven hours while the people
danced.

Listening to Yunakov's recent
CD “Baolada: Bulgarian Wedding!
Music” (Traditional Crosaroads)
the tempos are so fast and the
rhythme so complex, it seems
alnost too fast for dancing.

When asked about this,
Yiigakov laughed heartily.

‘“You've heard our CD and
thdse ere concert pieces,” he
sald. "At a wedding, I keep the
tempo down 50 people ean dance

! torit, There are different reper-

toires for concerts and weddings
whére peoplo dance.”

Yunakov's band was constant-
1ly.working weddings, Silverman
said tho band was sought after
by everyone. Since 1094,
Yunnkov haa lived in the United
States where his schedule is a
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little Yesa frantic.

“He works many places and
hns played for three yoars at
The Turkish Kitchen, an excel-
lent restaurant in New York at
22nd Street and 3rd Avonue,”
Silverman said,

Yunakov plays a variety of
ethnic events as he is proficient

in Arabic, Turkish, Rrom and |

Albanian music.

“He really likes a lot of differ-
ent kinds of music, any music
that's played well.” Silverman
aaid.

That includes jazz. Yunakov
said he relaxes by listening to
sax player David Sanborn's
“Smooth Jazz" radio program.
He has even played with San-
born on a telovision program.
But Yunakov believes music is a
two-way strect.

“He listens to jazz a lot and
takos cloments from many
sources but is not a jozz musi-

dcian,” Silverman said, “He said
it would be good for jazz musi-
cians to take clements from his
music os well, Bulgarian musie
is not to be thrown out.”

Tho Gypsy Caravan is carry-
ing the music of soveral cultures
to 16 citics on the current tour
The Gypsy musicians bring
their individual sounds from
Russia, Hungary, Roumanin,
Spain, Bulgaria and from the
Gypsy homeland of India.
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‘Annie’ teaches strong life lessons

"Anne of Green Gables,” a pro-
duction of the First Theater
Guild of Birmingham, runs 8

 p.m. Friday-Saturday, March 19-

20 and 2 p.m. Sunduy, March 21,
in Knox Auditorium at First
Presbyterian Church, 1669
Maple, between Southficld and
Cranbrook Roads, Birmingh.
Tickets are $7 adults, $&
senfors/students, {248) 644-2087,
Ext, 151, :
By LIBBY PRYSBY

BPECIAL WRITER

The Firat Theater Guild com-
bines a classic children’s novel,
enthusiastic actors, humorous
dialogue, and a valuable lesson
to produce an entertaining pro-
duction— one that all will enjoy
and learn from, “Anne of Green
Gables” is a muat see for all
ages, even if the theater-goer has
never read this timelesa tale. It
is easy to follow and enjoyable to
watch from opening to closing
curtain, .

‘Many have road the story of
Anne (with an “e”) Shirley, a

young orphan who is adepted by
Matthew and Marilla C t

mature young woman. Because
b

of this, 8 wone

and comes to live with them on
their farm, Green Gablea, The

Cuthberts-and all the other .
townsfolk of Princo Edward

Island learn to lova Anne and all
her manncrinms and unctions,
even though she can be a little
cccentrie, The audience as well
dovelops a liking towards Anne
and is immediately drawn to her
chorming personality. There is
nover a dull moment in Anns's
adoloscent life, which is filled
with tea parties, classrecom
lessons and roof climbing.

‘dorful rolo model for aspiring

actors and actresses ea woll as

those who look up to Anne, |
Helping Wearney creste a

heart-warming atmosphore at

Green Gables are John Paul.

Betay Cypert, Rebecen Hyke,
Carolyn Klein, Brittany and
Harold MacDonald, Megan and
Katharine Smith, Jackie Kleln,
Sara Tennent, Jason Smith,
Craig Hemming, Jimmy Tobins,
and Amanda Walters,

. With the help-of these young,

Andree Il (Matthew Cuthbert)
and Kirsten Ekiund (Marills
Cuthbert),

Alexandra Grossl plays the
“bosom buddy” to Anne, Diana
Barry, and also does a fino fob in
portraylng her charactor. With
Wearney she creates o delightful

and entertaining atmosphere ﬁ:r'

di

d actors, -
logus is delivered faultlesaly and
with enthusinsm, while the kids
have fun on stago. This fecling
helps thoater-goers enjoy thom.
solves as well. )

The audience leaves with
happy hearts and a lifo lesson,
*Annoe of Gne‘n Gables® tenches

Anne's d. i an
personality would not be as
impresgive without the talent
and acting ability of Christine
Wearney, who brings her aliva.
Wearney, a freshman at
Rochester High School, is

delightful as Anne with her.

heartwarming gestures and
pleasing voice. Woarney's charac-
ter development is a0 good that

the audience experiences Anne's *
growth from a jovial girl to a
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the in their

together. Sara Lennox, who playa
Josio Pye, Birmingham rosidents
Meg and Kate Mathis, who
Ruby Gillis and Jennifer Taylor,
who plays Prissy Andrews; all

add to the classroom and tea-
‘party sconep with humor and

amart remarks.

“Other actors who enhanco the
production are Jessica Mchaan,
Billy Dixen, Blair and Lane
Brettachneider, Julie Cronk,

that anything
iv possible and, above &ll, one
must bo true to himself before he

play. can be true to anyone else. Anno

" demonstrates this when sho con.

quers obstacles to.accomplish
her-goals and begins to accept
herself. What can be better than
attending an onjoyable play and,

.at tho'same time, learning that

averyone of vs is valuable nnd
important. That'a the leason in
*Anne of Greon Gables.”

Laird, “We perform in the circus
and do two acts. That's very
unique, to actually be allowed to
perform. Every once in a while
we get to be in the center ring,
that's the ultimate.”

Laird and hia fellow clowns
are serious about one thing —
helping children in burn centers.
“All clowns support burn
research,” he aaid. “That’s our
big thing.”

Charles Miller of Livonia
“Chaz” directs tho Shrine Clown
Unit for the metro Detroit area.

“For clowns, their biggest joy
is working with kids, entertain-
ing kids, especially handicapped
kids,” he said. Tho circus ian't
the only show in town, these
clowns are busy all yesr, “Wo do
10 or 11 parades in the summer,
birthday parties and union pic-
nics” said Miller. “At the circus,
we deal with a lot of kide and
sign thousands of autographs. I
like mainly to just walk around
and mix with the kida and have
o good time.” e

At 4-foot-11, Howard Zimmer-

man “Howie” of GardeniCity, is
someonc kids relate to, “because

* I'm at their level,” ho said.

For him, “just being able to
make the children smile,” is
reward enough. “So many chil~
dren who come to the cirqus are
under-privileged. It makps you
feeol good inside to know you

ordeting tickets 1o prceive this discon,
.
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Shriners at
work: Don
. Petty (lef?),
Harry
Pogtoian and

Ring, the world's sroallest newa-

paper, always has his oyes open
for a photo. N

Bill-Green of Livonia is the

editor of Center Ring, and Don

Potty of Clarkston and Harry
ian of L ald wor

Bill Green
discuss the
next issue of -
The Center
Ring, the
world’s
smallest
newspaper.

helped thom smile and have a
v
‘There's a lot of newa to report,

and Winston Miller of Farming-
ton, photographer for the Center

write arti-
cles, which include profiles
about tho voluntecrs. There's a
joke in every issue.

“It's strictly for the Shrincre,”
said Petty. “It tells the Shriners
what’s going on, and they.can
take it home to their wives so
thoy know where they are. We try

to get a lot of people’s namea in.”

‘While the circus is going on in
the auditorium, the guys have
thair own Center Ring.going on
oe they work to put the paper
together. It's a fun department,
and they enjoy the camaraderic.

*1 wouldn't miss tho circus for
the world,” said Miller. “We just
love it. When you work for Cen-
ter Ring you get to know & lot of
the performers.”
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“Wo then go to opposite ends of
the stage and (sides) fire the
guna ot each other’s faces and
the bulleta ond up botwesn our
teoth. I belicve it's the best
magic trick that anybody in the
audience has evor acen, It's
fooled very knowledgeable magi-
cians, It's a deeply amazing and
wondrous sort of trick. It's a trick
that had ita origing in the bullet
catch which is a trick that has
killed off over 12 magicians in
the course of history, We won't ba
killed, of course.”

Longtime “team”

The duo met April 10, 1974,
and performed together Aug. 19
to Sept. 3, 1975, during the Min-
nesota Renaissance Festival,
Since then, thoy have become
regular guests on *“Tha Tonight
Show with Jay Leno,” “The Late
Show with David Lotterman,”
and “Livel With Regis and
Kathie Lee.” In addition to that,
they havo recurring roles as
Drell and Skippy on “Sabrina,
The Teonage Witch,” and as
attornoys Fenn and Geller on
*“The Drew Carey Show.

On Aug. 10, Ponn and Teller
kicked off their weekly variety
series, “Penn & Teller's Sincity
Spectacular,” which airs at 10
p.m. Fridays on the FX cable
channel,

Penn and Teller were offered
the telovision show based on the
assumption that they could take
a variety show “someplace it has-
n't been bofore,” Teller explained.

*I think we've done that,” he
added with o laugh.

And it took plenty of brain.
storming to achiove that.

“You don't come up with an
hour’s worth of matarial every
weok for 24 woeks without just
ringing your brain dry of ideas,”
Teller said.

Teller explained that perform-
ing live and in front of n camora
are two totally different animals,

“It's just difforent because on
TV the camera makes the choice
of what you're looking at. In the
live theater, you got to make the
choice,” ho said.

In betweon bites of n chocolate
bar, Jilletto said he enjoys per-
forming in two media ~ tolevi-
sion and live.

“As the clicha says, n change is
better than a rest. Doing live and
doing TV are very very different.
I Jove them both. It'a really good.
I have no trouble doing just live,
I did it for ycars. It's what I
intended to do. I world havo a lot

y

st anpametity

of trouble just doing TV," he said.

“When you're doing a live show
like Ponn and Teller, which of
course you're not, I am, you're
becoming very big fish in a tiny
little pond. There is nothing to
get through to bo able to do what
you want. FX gives us complete
power'and snonymity. They don't
bug ua at all but atill you're
working with a team of 120 peo-
ple. It's wonderful and terrific.
But it's also nice to go back to a
team, which Penn and Teller is,
of six people. So I like both very
much. It's nice that it works out.”

Born in Philadelphia, Pa., and
Greenfield, Masa., respectively,
Teller and Jillotte now reside in
Las Vegns. Teller haa lived there
for five yours and recently flew
home from a performance to seo
Bob Dylan's show. “He's sort of
regal and goofy at the same
time,” he said,

Jillette prefers to lny low.

“How great is it?* Jillotte said
of Las Vegas. *T'll tell you if you
don’t drink = which I've never
had a drink in .my lifo - if you
don't do drugs and you don't
gamble, which none of those
things I do, it's tho perfect city.
1t's a cheap holiday on other peo-
ple’s misery, to quote.Johnny
Rotten. Your living is subsidized
by bad math. People who are bad
at math fly hero and spend
money. It'a a great city where
you ean live renlly really fancy
rich for no money.

Of course, he does make an
exception to his strict lifestyle
whon he comes to Datroit.

“Where's Detroit?” .

“I don't ronlly look forward to
going anywhere. 1 love being on
the road, I love doing showa. But

- the way I've becoms perfact at

being on the rond is by not sce-
ing cities as different from one
another. I spend most of the time
in my hotel room. 1 read, I play
with my computer and go in and
1 do tho show. There are excep-
tions to that. I think Detroit has
good strip clubs in Windsor and
80 on. I do enjoy that now and
again. Il find good restaurants
and so on, Peopla think that
when you'ro on the road doing &
show, you're traveling around the
world as a tourist. You're really
kind of not.™

Tallor said there's only one
thing about which to be excited
on tho road. “It makes us very
happy to bring a brand new
packago wrapped in bows,” Teller
oxplained,
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