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Village Players of Birmingham
preaents "Fiddler on the Roof,”
March 19-21 and 26-27. Perfor-
manccs 8 p.m. Fridays-Saturdays
and 2 p.m. Sundays, at the play-
house, 7562 Cheatnut, Birming-
gg% Ticketa $14, call (248) 644-

BY MARY JANE DOERR
BPECIAL WRITER

As far as musicals go, the Vil-
lage Playors acems to have
become enamored with the cre-
ative team of Jorry Bock and
Sheldon Hamick this year. )

Last foll they produced a light
hearted “She Loves Mo.” Now

the company is presenting n-

heart-felt production of “Fiddler
on tho Roof.”

Keeping tho fiddler on the roof
is a dolicate show biz balance
between the harsh realities of
the show and its romantic senti-
ment.

Director Barbara Anne
Gowans dwells on the personal
relotionships of the four love sto-
ries, down playing the cruel
scenes between the soldiers and
the Anatevka Jews.

The show centera on the fami-
lios and not as much on the
volatile pblitica of 1906 Rusaia,

Grace and Glorie:
Gloria, Elizabeth
Bradford of Plymouth
(left) and Grace,
Laura Gumina of
Redford, play two
women from opposite
backgrounds who
struggle with issues of
living and dying.

Trinity House tackle

Trinity House Theatre presents
Tom Ziegler's “Grace and Glorie”
8 p.m, Fridays-Saturdsys and 2
p.m, Sundays through March 28
at the theater, 38840 West Six
Mile, west of 1-275, Livenia.
Some adult language. Tickets are
$10, $8 for groups of 10 or more,
(734) 464-6302.
BY 8U% BUCBTTA

Trinity House Theatre's touch-
ing and heartwarming produc-
tion of “Grace and Gloric” has
the potential to be their alecper
hit of the season. Don't be scared
off by it being a play about
death: the dialogue-driven play
is more about life and the choices
ono makes., Director Trudy
Mason hes been blessed with a
strong, belieyable cast, a com-
polling script and a talented
technical team, “Grace and Glo-
ric® is community theater at ita
finest.

Gloria is an agnostic, Harvard-
bred Now York business woman
turned hospice volunteer, whose
lawyer husband relocated them
to the Ilaid-back pace .of

)
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There is little thrown around by
tho Russian soldiers during the
ransacking scene that breaks up
the wodding dancing, 'and few
actions to physically create the
reality of the coming Revolution,
just o renl sense of warmth
between the couples. .

Perhaps, it is because Gowe:
has cast vibrant young actors
and actresses to play Tzeitel and
Motel, Hodel and Perchik; and
Chava and Fyedka, .

Concetta La Macchio (Tzeitel),
Rachel Cantor (Hodel), and
Courtney Thomasma (Chava)
quickly win over audiences in
their harmonious “Matchmaker.”
Laoter, Rachel Cantor sings a
beautiful “Far From the Home I
Love” turning what has to be one
of the most heart wrenching
scencd in all musical theatro into
an understanding of the dopth of
love. Her fiancé, Perchik, is por-
trayod by a convincing Paul
Bernstein. Together thoy elicit a
“made for each other” impres-
sion.

The other couples has the
same appeal. Courtney Thomas-
ma is a soft Chava that matches
up with Joey Bybee as Fyedka.
Concetta La Macchio is well
paired with Nate Topic as Model.

sons, never traveled more than
60 miles from her home, and is
unable to read. Howevor, her
profound faith and her simple
yot remarkably insightful obser-
vations about life allow Grace to
help Gloria confront and under-
stand her own personal demons.
Elizabeth Ladd Loe of Hazel

----- —— -——Park-playa tho-effifienit yot inso-

cure Glorin with her heart on
her well-tailored sleeve.
Although Gloria tries to main-
tain the aloof, detached compo-

‘Topic has bright appenl in “Mira-
cle of Miracles”

Even though her matching
proved fruitless regarding these
threo couplos who marry for
love, Dianc D'Agostino as Yoote,
the Matchmaker, is a penctrat-

h with her domi:

ayers put heart into ‘Fid

Grandma Tzeitel and the chorua,
The nine member orchestra sup-
parts well from tho back of stage
pit. Good placement for the
sound. .

Waltes’s role is made even
more difficult because sho must
play it inimitable Dan

and clear volce. Barry V. Lovine
has the same ability with.a pro-
nounced and humorous Rabbi.
Goorge D. Cirilli's Lazar Wolf,
the butcher, makes ita hard to
underetand why Tzeitel turns
him down.

Cirilli handles the bar room
sceno and the wodding sceno

0

Castle. Maro than anything this
show belongs to Dan Castle who
ploys und eings Tovye with a
very fine voice. This time Cas-
tle hns traded his traditional,

comedy for a no adlib, no .

shenanigans, no fiddling around
role, From time to time, Castle
lhmvh s a few sideways glances at
the di

with a sense of humorous timing.
Both scenoce are enhanced by
Deobra Bornsteln-Siegel's simple
but appropriate choreography,
especially in the bottle dance
which the moveable set design
loaves as much stago space o5
possible.

Liz Walters has the difficult
part of playing Golde and she
does it with a strong voice
singing "Sunrise Sunset.” Her
Golde is o softer one than we aro
used to, in keeping with tone of
this production, One of the best
scenes in the show is the dream
scenc with Ann Stevenson as

s tough-issues

The chemistry between Lee
and . Gumina ccments the
strength' of the budding relation-
ship and provokes the liveliest
dialogde. Grace brings Gloria
down té reality by reminding her
that “Glorie, honey, you didn't
come Here to see me through
this, yiiu came here to see mo
die” Lo T

Asg Gloria helps Grace with her
physical needs, Graco helps Glo-
ria deal with her emotional con-
flicts, r her that “each

sure sho developed o8 a |
woman, she ends up receiving
more from Grace than she could
have possibly imagined. Lee
plays the role with both nervous
encrgy and gentle compasaion.
Impeccably costumed and made
up, she’s both likable and annoy-
ing, and convincingly real.

Laura Gumina of Redford is
cutstanding in the role of Grace,
weiiry yet regal, a queon holding
court in her small Appalachian
cabin with a homemade quilt as
her mantle and Walkman head-
phones as her crown. A fall and a
broken hip led her to the unex-

lachia ufter the d

losa of their 12-year-old son in a
car accident.

Grace is o simple yet profound
Appalachion woman who hns
outlived her husband and five

pected di y of cancer, and
she has gone home to spend her
last fow days in her rustic cabin
to eacape the antiseptic smell of
the hospital and its well-mean-
ing but condesconding stafl.

CAKLANG UNIVERSITYS PROFESSIONAL THIATRY COMPANT

Edsel Ford and the
Dicgo Rivera Murdls
a1 the Detrolt

by Karim Alrawt

March 10
through
April 4

Set agalnst the turbulence
of the Great Depression
and the union mote-

A Gift of Glory'
dramatizes the struggles
bobind the croation

of tho Ritera murals.
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life is like one stitch in a
sweater. Il one stitch is gone, the
whole thing is gone.”

The set is a homey and com-
fortable rustic cabin with a
working pump sink, an offstage
aven that billows smoke when
Gloria forgets to open the flue,
and amazing attention to details
through the propa.

The sound offects are a major
componont of the play, as they
create the realistic backdrop of
encronching bulldozers eager to
level Grace's belaved farm.

or more (313) 9424913,

"R

humor out of the lines, but it is
never out of keeping with the
role or out of place. Perhaps “If I
were a Rich Man” is a little low
for his range but the later songs
bring out a lovely richness. Ho
plays the very kindly Tevye
whose musings with God reflect
our questions about life but with
2 kindly attitudo toward his
doughters.

With hia bumor and warmth
as Tovye, . his style of interacticn
with the daughters and Golde,
more than anything else, Castle
keeps thia fiddler fiddling on the
roof.

is a well-cast production

Theatre Guild of Livonia-Red-"
ford presents Lillian Hellman's
*The Little Foxes,” March 19-21,
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 2 p.m,
Sunday, at the theater, 16138
Beech Daly, south of Five Mile,
Redford. Tickets $10,
seniors/students, call (313) 531-
0564,

BY MAGGIE BOLEYN
SPECIAL WRITER

Greed, lies and warped family
values, No, not 1999, but 1900 is
the setting for Lillian Hellman'a
unsettling play “The Littie
Foxes.” Presented by The The-
atre Guild of Livonia-Redford,
under the direction of Cran-
brook d Peter

dler on th

drawing more °

their roles.

Annette Hissong as Addie the
maid presented a solid perfor-
mance as one of the few whole-
gome characters in this play.
Morrie Goodman, an attorncy
by day, was convincing as Cal
the butler. Connic Fox, in the
role of Birdie Hubbard, was very
believable as the sad captive of
her abusive husband Oscar
Hubbard, played to perfection
by theater veteran Thom Hinks,
Hinks has a fine voice, and puta
it to good use on stege as well as
lending his time as a reader for
the Detroit Radio Information
service {a reading service for the
blind). Hinks also serves as an
Audio Describer for blind

the turn of the 20th century set
ia o delight ns we turn to the
218t century.

Tho sct showed great care and
attention to details such a8 the
pitcher and wash basin as well
as period photographs hanging
on the walls.

The costumes are equally
i inative, with cast b
working with Sonnberg to cre-
ate their outfits, A feathered
pink dress worn in tho first
scene is a real eyo popper.

The cast members are all sea-
soned community theater per-
formers, and were well cast in
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patrons at Mcadow brook The-
atre.

Joshua Ebi, in a marked con-
trast to his previous roles as
Tiny Tim and Linus, was able to
pull off the role of young wastrel
Leo Hubbard quite well. The
role of William Marshall, unsus-
pecting business partner of the
Hubbard family, was well played
by Dennis Day. Jeff Bartos is
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scene from: o
the Village : ..
Players pro-
duction of *
“Fiddlcr on

the Roof.”
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“Stoel Magnolia® type, the only
who has the gumption to stand
up to the whole dysfunctional .
Hubbard family. Mudge works
at Hancock Fabrics and put.
togother very attractive cos
tumes for her character, .
Matt Eskola, in the role o
Horace Giddens, Alexandra’s,
father, a true Southern gentle- -
men in very poor health. His
make-up and demeanor was;!
quite convincing. .
But, Lorreta Wilson, as Regis
na Giddens (nee Hubbard), was
the show stopper in both cos:™
tume and character. Sister and
business partner of Osear and
Benjamin, she is a Gibson Girl;
gone gonzo with greed. The!
twisted family and busines#:
relationships all center aro
this grasping charactefx
Whether she's leaving her ailiig}
husband, Horace, to flounder o}
the stairs, or is flirting witht
William Marshall, Regina Gi
dens is always impeccabl:
dressed and the clear matri
of thia scheming family. Thin
lex relationships of th

marvelous as B Hub-
bard, brother of Oscar. He has
the smiling Southern civility
routine that barely disguiscs
hoatility down pat.

Kristen Mudge as Alexandra
Giddens, portrays a young
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cntire cast are a real treat to,
880,
To paraphrase a line from
play: “There are those who
upon a stage, and those ol
who watch them.”
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