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Drama: Chris DeOni (Diego Rivera, left), Dan Kremer

(Edsel Ford) and Kirsten Giroux (Eleanor Ford) are
featured in “A Gift of Glory.”

The Obscrver & Eccentric/THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 1999

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAYP WAITER
fprovarzano@oe.bomecomnnet

*@Qift of Glory: Edsel Ford und
the Diego Rivera Murals at the
Detroit Inatitute of Arts,” written
by Karim Alrewi and directed by
Debra L, Wicks. Through Sun-
day, April 4. Performances 8 p.m.
Tucsday-Saiturday, except 6 p.m.
Saturday, March 27; 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday;
and 6:30 p.m. Sunday. Meadow
Brook Theatre, Wilson Hall, on
the campus of Oakland Universi-
ty, Rocheater Hills. Tickets:
$19.50-$36, (248) 377-3300.

Fow plays accomplish somo-
thing before the curtain rises.

But Karim Alrawi's “Gift of

Glory: Edsel Ford and tho Diego

Rivera Murals at the Detroit
Tnstftute of Arta” is that rare
originnl work whereby the
plr;mlno of rogional theater pays
o

Bofore tha play opened at
Mcadow Brook on Saturday,
Alrawi's story about the struggle
behind the famous, murals had
already raised the quality of dis-
cusnion about the intogral role
for regional thoater as a place
whore local storics are drama-
tizod.

That's hardly a small feat,

“Gift of Glory” is set’ln Detroit
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Meadow Brook finds its role with ‘Glory’

soul of the working man. And it's

* no lesn of a capitalist than Edsel

Ford who appears as Steinbeck’s
‘Tom Joad in a three-piece suit.

‘While the opening-night por-
formuance, ot times, lacked the
polish of a seamlesa drama, the
play presented many layers for
audiences to ponder.

To his credit, Alrawi doesn't
flinch in rubbing away at the
bigotry and ideological zenlotry
of the likes of Henry Ford,
Bennett and Father Coughlin,
who waere all opposed to the
mural for their own reasons.

R,

during the ic dep

of the 19308, a time of unprece-
dented discrepancios of wealth.
Anothor striking discrepancy is
the omotional differencos
botween Honry Ford and hie
only son, Edsel, who, at the time,

ly, “Gilt of Glory” isn't
about a “painting,” but the uni-
versal strugglo between ruthlpss
materialism and benevolent
humanif m.

"Imnicnllyl.’ this type of a'urim'm

able antogonist in Bennett,s
played with an icy cruelty by-
Hollis Huston,

But ultimately, the play’s suc-
cesa dopends on whother Dit,
Kremer's portrayal of Edsel Ford',
can riso to the Jevel of ins
tional,

In the quieter scenes, Krem:
proves up to tho task, But in o
confrontations with Bennct¥,™
Father Coughlin and Hetity"
Ford, too often Edsel doosn’{;
show the kind of backbone toj
tify being the center of

Dcsl;l'.e several wrinkles, “GIIt'"
of Glory” will encourage altlit*",
ences to think more deeply abiut *

many of us have mistaken for-a*
more meaningful culture a
aesthetics, ethica and
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