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No neise abatement program
hos been considered because it's
a reconstruction project, not an
cxpansion or new road, MDOT
officials said,

Thoirs is not an 11th-hour plea
cither, residents said.

Subdivision residents wrote
lotters to MDOT befora tho free-
way was built in the mid-1970s.
More than 70 percent of homes
wero built beforo I-276 went in.

Four marcon bindors sat on a
Enblo noxt to the pedium, which

Histen up: State Re,
Andrew Raczkowsfi offers
ane of the many books of
records from residents to
MDOT as proof that their
roblems are

ongstanding.

correspondenco between them-
selves and stato officiale and
other information.

“I can verify thoso are real,”
aaid Tom Biasell, Hills Public
Servicea diroctor.

The city hired California-based
acoustical firm Parson's Brinker-
hoff Quade & Douglas to look at
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whother surface grading can bo
‘modified within tho cxlating con-
tract.

At Monday’s meeting, Farm-
ington Hilla City Council mom-
bers unanimously passed a rezo-
lution in support of 1275 recon-
struction and noise reduction.
Council mombers suggeated that
MDOT uso part of $31 million
savod from the $49 million bid
project to reduce noise.

Federal law requires tining —
or raking - to provide traction.
The whino from tires rubbing
across grooves doesn't register
on sound metors, but white noiae
definitely penctratea car drums,
Biascll sald,

“What it does is bother you,”
ho paid.

Sharpe asked MDOT to look at
random tining, which alters road
groove patterns and reduccs
noige. MDOT's Chicf Operations
Officer Tom Maki said he'll look
intoit. .

A reduction of threo decibels
can make a differcnce, one resi-
dent said. Robert Townsley, who
woars two hearing aids, noted
that a 10-decibel increase means
20 timos tho noise,

Townsley didn't want to stifle

hia’presamntin_n \!;'Lth‘_du'r.:lbel

an

though.

“This is not about decibol read-
ings ... It's about people, family
nn?l quality of life,” Townsley
sai

Commission membor Betty
Jean Awrey tried to relate. She
lived in Moadowbrook Forest for
10 yoars until 1992, Her family
resides in Plymouth Township.

“There’s noiso there, too
(because of M-14),> Awrey said.
“I don't think you can ever get
away from it.”

Awrey said about living near I-
278, *“I remember hearing the
noise, but it just wasn't that
offensive.”

No easy solutions

Sound walls or a surface
change might not be an answer,
another commission said.
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Sub and tells the residents

B ‘He did not offer one bit of MDOT provisions to
us. We're looking for solutions. Mr. Mackey

help

has offered us absolutely nothing today.’

Tom Zloutcha
—Woodhill Street resident

Studies have found wails mute
noige, but freoway sound still fil-
ters 300 feot beyond.

Asphalt would nced more
maintennnce than concrote.
MDOT officials said reconstruc-

Of Your Old -1|

ol (248 427878

d Lonia

tion with concreto should lnst 35
years.

“There might not be a perfect
solution to your rond noise prob-
lem,” Commiasioner Lowell
Jacksan said.

Residents didn't leave happy.

STAFF PROTOS MY B, BADSUOL™

that she hears traffic from M-14 inv her current home., ...’

o

- Woodhill Streot resident T4,

Zloutcha folt put off by “tit*
MDOT chief operations officer
TeSpOns. -
“He did not offer one bitst’
MDOT provisions.to help B4™
Zloutcha said. “We're looking 161"
solutions, Mr. Maki has offered”
us gbeolutely nothing today.” -+

Nine Mile Road resident Joam
Barber didn’t mince words,
either. She's fought a 20-year
battle to get o sound wall next to
her historic home, which sits
next to the freeway. ‘

“I'm disgusted,” she said.
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“Otherwise why have a symbel if
no one is going to look at it?”
Marciz Van Creveld, who
served on the cellular tower
study committee, termed the

v

impairments.

encourage peo|

more at ease.

dignity.
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er adults with memory or cognitive

the possessions
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termed the tower as an “instru-
ment of commeree.” -

A Meadowbrook subdivision
resident agreed.

“The tower is not to save souls;
Souls are saved inside a church,”
said Tom Zlotucha. “.. It is n
strictly an advertisement for this
church.”

No church officials spoke dur-
ing the public hearing. AT&T
Wircless' John Riley said First
Church of Nazarene wanted o
cross on top of the 100-foot mono
pole, which will include at lenst
two antenna before it's built.
AT&T ia leasing apace from
Nazareno church.

The tower is leas obtrusive
than allowed and will sit amid
trees, Riley said. The horizontal
portion of the cross could be used
lnter for antenna.

“This is really a creative way
to minimize impact on the com-
munity,” he said.

Tho mayer, who asked that the
request be delayed from Feh. 22,
to notify residents, didn’t warm|
to having a cross en top.|
Vagnozzi said it sets a bad prece.
dent.

*“What prevents someone from,
putting on o sign or 'AT&T, for!
instance?” Vagnozzi asked, '

These things are covered in
the city's sign ordinance, 8aid}
attorney John Donchue, Wwho!
cautioned council members)
about treading on a "slippery.
alope” over symbola and freedom
of speech. A cross doesn't violate
tho ordinance, he added.

“They could have 16 crossea on
a tripod,” Donohue said. “You
don't have to call it o ‘cross.™

Councilman Jon Grant added,
“You can call it a “T.”

Van Croveld suggested the cel-
lular tower ordinance, which city
officiels say is onc of the most
rostrictive, needs fino tuning.
The ordinance doeon't includo
referonce to religious symbols,

=Perhaps our ordinanco doean't)
address cnough of the issucs,™
she said. H
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