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Creativo: Gill Elementary School students listen closely to the story of “Fibblestax,”

as told by its creator, Devin Scillian. The Channel 4 news anc.

Gill as part of March is Reading Month activities.

Bead from page Al
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Weinberg, via o-mail, after
learning the nows anchor did
auch school visits — including one
recently at Avery Elementary in
th Berkley diatrict.

Iji.the book, Fibblestax had to
squaro off in a war of words
agpjnst a man named Carr,
degeribed na “a red-faced gunn

. who eat on a hickory trunk... and

gave terrible names to wonderful
things like ‘toad' and ‘snake’ and
presit T, .

x . Tatking to youngaters about
the genenis of the book, which
Scillian wrote about six years
ogo, he eaid he "came up with
this word, it sounded like ‘fiddle
sticks,’ I then thought about how
fuony a word that was, and [
thought about where words come
from.” . .

According to Scillinn, who
moved hie family to Detroit
aboiit 3 1/2 yenrs ago from Okla-
homa, reading made a big

_impact on him-whon he was
young, and he implored Gill stu-
dents to get into the page-turn-
ing habit, too.

*The books I read when I was
your age I still remember, That's
because they meant a lot to me,
oven more than the television

. showa did,” he said.

Still on his bookshelf ia "My
Side of the Mountain,” his
favarite childhood title.

*“I read it to my son last year at
home, n chapter every night,”
Scillian said.

B ‘Kids have always
been real Important to
me. Maybe it's because
1 have four of my own
o (But) alotof my
away-from-the-station’
work Involves kids.”

Devin Scillian
—Newscaster

Fibblestax
Stanley
Scillian's interests and talents
are many. Of course, at the top
of the list i his devotion to fami-
1y life; ho has a wife and four
children, ages 8 to 10. Over the
past several years, he's created a
handful of unpublished chil-
dren’s books {featuring his own
watercolor illustrations) and
recently recorded & country-folk
album called “Tulsa.” i
- But it s writing creéative gems
such as “Fibblestax” and making
a connection with children that
makes Scillian tick, almost as
much as he relishes choice news
assignments — sush as his 1997
trek with Detroit Red Wings Igor
Larionov (his hockey hero),
Slava Kozlov and Slava Fetisov
to the players’ Russian home-
land, with Stanley Cup in tow.
“Kida have always been real
important to me,” said Scillian,
after the students returned to
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class from the gym. *“Moybe it's
because: ] have four of my own ..
(But) a lot of my nway-from-the-
station work invelves kids,

“And I'm olso a huge believer
in literncy. When you tie those
two things together, it's a real
ensy thing to do. It's kind of a
natural.”

After reading “Fibblestax,”
Scillion answered atudonts’
questions, those such ag whether
he likea Dr. Seuss’ classic books
more than his own.

His answer was honest. I love
Dr. Souss ... But I suppose if I
had to choose, I'd rather have
Fibblestax withme™ . ° |

‘Fibblestax’ delights kids *

“In Devin Scillian’s “Fib-

blestax” children's story, main
‘characters Fibbleatax and Carr
wage a contest in front of the "
entire town to-sce who can best
assign names to five things.

In tho story, Fibblestax gives
good names to things, while Carr
thinka up “nll the awful words in
o carciess, simple way."

Local Secretary of State office moveé_'

‘The Farmingten l*iiun Secrotary of State branch
office at 35576 Grand River will close at § p.m.

Mondny, March 22,

Tho offico will reopen for business at 9 a.m. Fri-
day, March 26 at & new location, 86572 Grand

with the Secre-
tary of Stata during the week the Farmington Hills

River. .
‘ id who must do L

office is closed muy visit the

how the two characters did dur-
ing tho conteat, according to the
story:

Cree

Following is a of

B What are tho dmpe- of water

that fall from the sky? Carr:

g”; Fibblestax, “rain.
@ What are the criapy little

squares we eat with soup and
stew?. Carr: “poonies®; Fib-

blestax, "erackern.” -
® What is the very strange,
dreamy feoling that makes yo
foecl good when a friend is nea
Carr: no answer; Fibbleatax,

“loye.”

Necedless to say, Fibbleata
words stirred much more pos
tivo reaction from the town's
people than Cary’s did. .

248-476-4638.

w
MARCH 26

8 25263 Telegraph, Southfield, 248-476-4538. - %,
Motorists who need i
avoid & trip to a branch office by renewing by mail.

to renew plates may*

pro eligible may also renéw,:

W 19229 Newburg, Livonia, 248-478-4638.

14301 Orchard Loke No. 185, West Bloomficld.

hor recently visited P -
arkl “g from page A1

or fax. Motorista who
by touch-t ek

or

behind Page's Food & Spirits —
22 spaces — would be two-hour
slots, according to one of the rec-

dations being 3ored
The spacea are those closest to
Page's, Gosa said. (The recom-
mondatien docs not apply to

Also, some employces want to
park cloaest to tha frokt door.
Goas said many of the choice
parking spaces, nenrest Pages
and Mutual Financial, are gob-
bled up early in the morning.
Truck deliveries m‘:.erbnu the

dj private parking, for the
Farmington Obsctver, Fun with
Plaster and other businesses.)

Among problems with the cur-
rent sctup, where patrons and
employecs can park for as long
as they want, ia the differing
nature of various businesses,
and their respective parking
nceda,

Somo businesses have a quick
turnaround of customers; others
use parking for lengthy office

king
“There are different d ds .

about parking. :

Ratkowski and another busi-;
ness owner complained about’
parking congestion in the lot
during the lunch hour, according
to Goas.

*“I want to make my living
here, and I want to-work witl

on parking,” Goss said.

One potential solution is for
those employees and othersa
expecting to park for several
hours to consider using the city
lot aouth of State Strect. That lot
now is usually fairly empty, he
noted.

During the council meeting,
Pasta Shop owner Rager
Ratkowski said he is willing to

my ki said;;
... 1 don’t kmow why parking is;
such a doggone issue, other thym,
there’s not enough space and:
everybody wanta to park as close
to tha door as you can.” e

Ratkowski was at the moeting
to discuss his request for a per-
mit, to sgain use the municipal
1ot for Monday night “Classic
Car Cruises.” Council members

visits and doctor’s appointments, cooperate with other busineases opproved the request. .
- :
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DoucHBOY POOL PACKAGES
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PACKAGES [NELUDE FILTEN, LADDEN, VAGULIM, AUTD BKIMMEN, WINTZR & aOLAR

COVENE, MAND BXIMMER, THERMOMETER, CHLORINE,
VOOT BATH, TEGT KIT, FOOL DARE SOOKLET,
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.o, Consider this.
If you operate a small business, smart money management IS a top
¢ Prlocity. Like checking. Where we offer a huge advantage. No
s mionthly fee when you malntaina $2,500 minlmum average dally

Batance and the first 100 monthly transactions® are free. Or choose

Up to 400 monthly transactions free with a $10,000 minimum
¥ Sverage daity balance,

" Plus, you can take advantage of our business loans, merchant ser-
vices, payroll processing and the convenlence of paying your busk
ness bllls by telephone or by PC. Naw, thats really SmartBusiness.

Ask us for detalls.
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while savings fast]

il ..,:Feamms: Handsome ring-binder, 300 checks, 200 deposit slips
- ..,,and a personalized endorsement stamp.... Feee... a $100 value.

e:';_—’ FIRST FEDERAL
_— OF MICHIGAN
Ask Us. Wa Can Do it.%

Branch offices thronghoul melropolitan Detrail,

Hurry in

- }—— SHECTEN

3100 8. ROCHERTER

Otsego, Kalamazoo, Owosso, Durand, Chesning and Okemos,
I service Saturdays a1 most ranches. 2760 Wesr 12 MiLE
Extended hours weekdays and : s a %3.3m .47
www.lfom.com oo
- Puals, spas, chemicals B accessories. aaz70 van T
- " aach cl ¢ m YRE

detond B3 o Cashed Rern, such a3 ChHecks. Cash SepOMTa. Wit
drawals or Fist Facseral of Mchigan ATM transactons. A $12 of §23 monihly benica fee  waned
Balance 1s manianed.

Whin 1he COMeMEONANG MTLAT Everage daly u A $25 100 Ia charped tot
wach traneaction above sel Amits. {18 paymert by felephone of PC ks avalable br en scstonsl "WiTH APANOVED ORECIT
mortiy eervice 164 of 83,08 Kor Mhe st 10 payments and §.30 pet payment ereater. . !




