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On a mission

Farmzngton Hills nurse heads south for Opemtzon Kzndness;*

By DMNB (ALY, ANDREASS]
BPECIAL WRITER i
lanning a missionary trip to Mexico in a
Pduunhng task for anyone, but imagine what
the whirlwind trip to a remoto Mexican vil-
1nge with 40 surgeries in four doys must do to Jan
Glovak, who suffers from lupus, n disease that
saps her onergy and causes extremo joint pain.
During her vixth trip to Camaryyo, Glovak will ba
accompaniod by Troy resident Dr. Michael

Busuito, a Clinton Township physician, chief of *

Jastic surgery at St. John Hospital in Detroit and
g(:d:lgnmnn of tho Year in 1995,
¥ Opcmtlnn Kindness, a nonprofit nrgnmznnon
recruits medical experts, who pay their'own air-
fare and volunteer thoir time. Operation Kindness
pays for their hotel costs, medical supplics and a
seven-hour bus ride that takes them from El Paso
to Camargo. Costs are covered by donations.
Sitting in her Farmington Hills home a few daya

Intense: Jan Glovak works in an
operating room in a hospital in Mexico.

‘B 'mere's a number of cases thal

really stick out. One famlly had a -
son, Miguel, who had a cleft lip and a
{lttle girl, Caclia, with a cleft palate
and the famlly drove 14 hours to get
tous.’

' ) Jan Glouak

—Farmington Hills nurse

before hor doparture, Glovak said the iden of
transforming one life, not to mention the hundreds
of lives sho and physicians actunlly do touch, is
enough to keep hor going.

Touching lives
She talks about people like Silvin, a 13-year-old

" girl, who received lrcntmnnt during a previous

visit. Glovak’s speech q and her

States for tho extromely seveore
cases that can’t bo handled during
the weeklong trip.

Tho team of medical experta hos
become maro than just a group of
people with kind hearts. They'vo
learned to meet cach other’s needs,
too. Even though Glovak's ‘l]lneaa
makes her weak and tired, the oth-
era insist that sho continue to
make the trip with promiscs that
they will pick up the slack'when
sho can't finish her job. .

Busuito launched his charitable .
work years ago when he accompn-
nled other physicians who donated
their time to help children in the
United States..
- Twelve yoars ago, he mmh tak-
ing his talents overscas,

“It's just the typo of work that
gota in your blood and keeps you
wanting to go back,” Busuito said.
*I think that - ono feols a great

is obvious as she explums that Silvia had o huge
cleflt pulnto, a hole in the roof of her mouth that
forced air through her nose, making her speech
garbled.

“When sho wole up from surgery and npuko to
her mother, her mother eried and said: “This is the
first time wo are able to understand her.’ And if
that doean't melt your heart 1 don’t know what
will,” said Glovak, a nurse who has been on medi-
eal leave from Hutzel Hospital in Warron since she
was diagnosed with lupus.

*“There's a number of cases that really stick out,”
Glovak aaid. *One family had a son, Miguel, who
had a cleft lip and a littlo girl, Ceclia, with a cleft
palate and the family drave 14 hours to get to us,”
she snid.

Tho cost of surgery to correct a cleft lip is
botween $2,000 to $3,000 in Mexico and many of
the peaple who seck help don’t earn that much in
one year.

Developing bonds -
The volunteers often see some of the same people
‘who need numerous surgeries year after year.
“It’s like secing family again and you really
develop a bond with theso people,” said Glovak,
adding that the group tries to make artangements
for treatment in

genso of after domg
like thia,

thi £
we all donate our time and most of N
us donate a lot of moncy in order to
.do this” X

Heartfelt stories
- He alao tella stories about chil-
drea who have a apecial place in
his heart and memory: an 8-yenr-
old girl in the Philippines whom he
helped 18 months ago. Her home
had no electricity and sho was
burned by the kerosene lamp that
pmwdcd her family with light. The
scars were so severe that her
thighs healed togother and her
+ mother was preparing her to enter
a convent because she assumed her
daughter would never be nble to
havoe children,
“We were ablo to reconstruct her and get her legs
opart and when I came out and told her mother

Proparations: Jan Glovak gets ready to Ieauc on Izcr R
ntission to Mexico.
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He tells another story about a 6-yenr-old Mcxx-
can girl wha had a very large cleft palate. She
ly after the surgery and whilé

that she would be able to walk lly and bear
children in the future, her mother broke down and
started erying,” Busuito said. *It's stories like that
and experiences like that really drive you to go
back and do it again and that's just onc example.”
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