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éemng to know you: Jan Glovalk photographed this group of children at an
orphanage in Mexico during one of her former trips for Operation Kindncss.
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¢eried and soid tho girl never had
a dolL. That night, the nurse aent
her husband out to buy a dall for
tho littlo girl.

Almost all children in the
Unitod States, regardless of
gociocconomic status, who are
born with a cleft lip or cleft
palate have their lpe fixed
before they are 8 months old and
they havo their palato fixed by
the time they’re 1 year old.

“When I was in tho Philippines
in ono day I operated on threc
people all in their 60s who
walked around their entire lives
with these severo deformitios
and never-had beon fixed,”
Busuito said. “It really gives you
a sense of how lucky wo have it
here in this country.”

Other medical. voluntoors
going to Camargo include Dr.
John Lange, a dentist from
Grand Rapids; Peter Lapine and
Dr. Kate Runyan from Michigan
Stato University audiclogy and
spoech pathology department;
and Sterling Heighta' resident
Jonnna Hegedus, a nurse man-
oger at Hutzel Health Center,
Warren; and Martie McGrail, of
Grand Rapids, who works as
manager of the pediatric clinic at
Dovos Childron's Hospital in
Grand Rapids. .
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Tfnkn and jobs vary.” If the

& ‘With a lot of the kids I they have a major birth

dofact, they think of It as a curse from
thoy really do hide them away.
like a jigsaw puzzle and
them back together.’

solving & problem. it's

you're helping to put

God and
it's not work. t's

Jan Glovak

out windows, drapes for doors
and no running water. Luxurica,
like telophones are rare, In fact,
Oneration Kind

surrxical schedules through radio
snnouncoments becauso that's

. the easiest way to got the word
out.

“When you come back, you
Jook at the cquipment we have
with a totally different viow-
point,” Glovak said. “You don't
believe what wo have and the
abundance,”

Operation Kindness brings
everything they will need. .

“Wo get donations of supplics,
like Band-Aids end oven anos-
thesin,” Glovak sald, *Tho host
hospital can't afford what' they
have, let alono supply 40 addi-
tional surgeries,” = - . .

Busuito, a board cextified plas-
tic, general and hand surgeon,
mostly works on cleft lips and
palleta, deforming burns, recon-
struction work for people born

it ge needs emptying, it gets
empticd by whomever is avail-
able. *There's no ‘That's not my
job’ by anyone. Whatever needs
to be done, everyone does it,”
Glovak said.

The volunteors take one week,
dipping into their work vacation
time, to travel to Mexico and
watch their cfforts work miracles
for people who don’t have much,
Most of the pcople seeking help
live in cinderblock homes with-

itk external ears, hernias

and devaetatingly gruesome .

physical marks.

“Children there are just as-

cruel as kids here in the States,”
Glovak anid,

“Thoy can’ be teased unmerci-
fully. We know that by going
there wo can restore their func-
tion and their socinl acceptabili-
ty. We've removed their stigma.

“With a lot of the kids if they
have n major birth defect, thoy
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think of it na a curse from God
and they roally do hide them
away,” said Glovak, who
describos surgery as fun. “It'a
not work. It's solving a problem,
1t'a like & jigsaw puzrle and
you're helping to put them back
together.” '

Missionary work

‘Glovak and the other volun-
toers had gone on missionary
work with various organizations
until thoy started their our own
nonprafit organization, Opera-

. tion Kindness, Jast April in an

offort to ensure that all the

‘ money would go to the children,

.*There are no administrative
costa,” Busuito said.

If Operation Kindness didn't
make the trip, liksly these chil-
dren wouldn't get tho surgeries
they need-to eat properly, get
nourishment or even sucl
through.a atraw.

“The-definition of compassion

ia sccing a need and doing some-
thing about it,” Glovak said.
" Tho medical volunteors also
try to toach tho medical profes-
sionals at the host hospital and
they distribute literature, in
Spanish, regording various
treatmenta.

Regarding their own safety,
Glovak said, they drink only bot-
tled water and rely on the local
medical people to tell them
where to eat.

“We're very, very carelul and
we've been very fortunate, too,”
she added.

Anyone interested in helping
may make checks payable to
Qperation Kindness. Donations
should be sent to Macomb Com-
munity Bank, 16000 Hall, Clin-
ton Township, MI 48038.
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COBO CENTER

THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2pm-10pm

FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 2pm-10pm

SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 10am-10pm
SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 10am-6pm
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