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Good door locks are key to ensuring a secure home:

Have you ever wondored why
anyone would buy an expensive
home with the top-grade win-
dows, the best roof, oxpensive
carpeting and then top it off by

lock could bo
ono of the most
important
investmonts in
securing your

———————
CRIME

sccuring their investment and homo and your
luables with the lock luabl
possiblo? majority
Belleve it or not, n lot of resi- break-ins
dents do just that.

“A’chain is only as strong as
ita weakost link” and a homo is
only as secure as the locka on its
doors. The door to your restdence

* {a the link to your everyday life.

Nothing can upset your every-
day life liko a break-in, so it is
most important to secure this
common point of entry. The door

CHAIRMAN NAMED
Brian Connolly of F

reported occur
through
unlocked doors,

although some JULIET
do involve _MEM’
forced entry.

The typo of lock chosen for the

point of ontry of your homo
deserves the same consideration
that you would give to purchas.

ing o fine pieco of furniture and
should be carefully sclected, The
majority of homes use a common
key-in knob, spring lateh lock.
Whon the door is closed, the
latching device is sprung auto-
matieally, which in turn keops
the door shut. These locka may
soom secure, but in fact offer
minimal security.

Most doors can be opened
quickly and with little effort by
slipping a plastic credit eard or
knife between tho lock and the
door jnmb. This method trips the
apring-opcrated Iatch of tho lock,
which thon opens-the door. To
prevent the-lock from being
opencd this way, some key-in-

knob incorporate an auxiliary
device known as a dead-locking
lateh. .

In order for theso locks to func-
tion cffectively, proper installa-
tion is cssentinl. The Jock must
bo installed 8o that the plunger
of the dead-locking latch is
depreased to lock the bolt when
it meoets the strike plate. Any
slight deviation may prevent the
latch from engaging properly,
thercby defeating its purpose,

The key-in-knob type lock can
be defented with no great skill; it
should be backed up with better
locking hardware. The beat
defense for a good solid oxterior
door is n utility single-cylinder

FARMINGTON NOTABLES

Officiala in recognition of hia

Hills, president and CEO of
Providence Hospital and Medical
Center, was named chairman of
the MHA Corporato Board and
will serve during the assacia.
tion's 1998-99 program year.
Connolly has been an M]
board member since 1892,

As president and CEO since
19886, Connolly has spearheaded
the growth and development of
Providence, which now includes

hospital §

many as a land-

practice since 1961. His firm,
Grissim/Metz Associates, is.
tred

scapo architect, civic
and planner. Grissim was hon-
ored with the award at tho joint
conference of MSPO and the
Michigan Chapter of the Ameri-
can Planning Association held at
tho Grand Hotel on Mackinac
Island. The conference was
attended by moro than 600 plan-
ning commiesjoners, zoning
board of appecals members, and

a 469-bed hi P n
Southfield and 22 medical con-
ters in tho motro Detroit area.
In gddition to his MHA
responsibilitics, Connolly serves
on the board of directora for

tions, including the St. Vincent
and Sarah Fisher Center, Bishop
Borgess High School, the
Greator Detroit Area Hospital
Council, Cathalic Education for
the Archdioceses of Detroit and
St. Vincent's Hospital in Birm-
ingham, Ala,

Connolly also was award the
1897 Civic and Humanitarian
Award from the Arab-American
and Chaldean Council in receg-

nition of outstanding service and .

dedication to the community.
PRESIDENT'S AWARD .
John N. Grissim, FASLA,
president of Grissim/Metz Asso-
ciates of Farmington Hills, has
received the prestigious 1998
President’s Award from the
Michigan Society of -Planning
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A fellow of tho Amorican Soci-
oty of Landacaping Architects,
Grissim has been in private
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widely published and r

by many organizations, having
received more than 40 design
awards, highlighted by four trips
to the White House. Grissim
received his bachelor of science
degree from Michigan State Uni-
veraity and his master's degree
from the University of Michigan.
WThe President’s Award of
MSPO is catablished to honor an
individual who haa gono “beyond
the call of duty” to promote qual-
ity planning in the state of
Michigan.
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deadbolt lock solid and secure
Tho double cylinder deadbol The Far t
which uses a koy on both aides of

the door, can bo a threat to safo-
ty and/or life. It is also against
Farmington Hills City ordi-
nance. In an emorgency, ita
deaign can cause confusion or
panic and may result in Joso of
time or loss of life.

As important a3 thoe lock is,
the other "link" of the chain is
tho door frame. The frame is a
component that forms the open-
ing of and provides support for a
door, window, skylight or hatch-
way. If installed properly,
(screwed into the 2-by-4 or 2-by-
6 studs), it proves to be very
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* FREE Profile 300 Phone
* FREE Nights & Weekends until 2000!

Department offers free security -
surveys to the residents of Farm- -
ington Hills. A crime prevention |
officer andfor a crime prevention .
technician will come te your.
home or business and make ree- |
ommendations that can help you
make your home more secure. To
make an appointment for a free
security survey, call the Farm-
ington Hills Police Department’s
Crime Prevention section at -
(248) 473-D640 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.
Juliet MeGlinch is a Farming-
ton Hilla Police crime prevention
technician. T
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