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nnd other Detroit artists have to
be croative if their work s to
reach the public. After approach-
ing the International Institute in
Detroit 1y, he is exhibi

have to'admire the spirit, It rep-

resents a wonderful new'genera-

tionof kida,”. ’
Erickson echoes De Gilusti's

37 pieces of his art there.

Against all odds
..If Detroit is on its way back, is
focal art in the area? Judging by
tho quality of art shown in
¢xhibits at Detroit Contempo-
rary, Alley Culture and the Casa
Cafo the answer {8 a resounding
yos. Art ia alive and well in
Detroit, but tho etruggle to keep
{t'so ia never ending.
$IThe first time Aaron Timlin
walked into the building on the
corver of Bryant in the Wood-
pridge Hiatoric District two
rwas 0go, snow melting on the
roof was raining in. With the
- help of family and friends, ho sct
to.work gutting the two-story
$tiatture built in 1889, Four lay-
ara:of walls later, they reached
thg-red brick in time for a Nov.
_14 apening.
+*We want to'show a mix of
emerging and established
artists,” sald Timlin. *We bave
the b
the 19505 and "60s. There's g lot
of wisdom coming from older
artists, Tho younger artiata have
the excitement and cnergy.”
Upstairs, Timlin kas turned
the former church and suto
rta busi into-a b bt

iggest generation gap since *

“It's the old idea of young peo-
ple acraping aomo pennics
togother to fill in for nonprofits
like Detroit Focus who's tem-
porarily out of husiness,” said
Erickaon; a sculptor who works
in edministration at Conter for
Crentive Studies, : "

Timlin's not ‘an artist but
learned to appreciate it carly
from his father, Hugh, a sculptor
and former instructor at Center
for Creative Studies. Hugh Tim-
lin curated the rocent *3d@dc”
which showcased some of the
fincst established and fledgling
artists. Aaron ‘plans to schedulo
future exhibits along the same
lines. The next show “Naked”
opens March 27 with a mix of
artists- focusing on human

ness. -

“We want to keop the excite-
ment going and the quality of
shows going,” said Timlin.

Food for thought

The Casas Cafe by it's very

nature, as a gathering place for

studenta and business people in
the University Cultural Center,

a growing hot'bed of culture, Add
to that, the fact cafe owner
Chuck Roy charges no commis-

aion and you know why artists :

exhibit at the cafe.

“Peoplo just mingle here,” said
Do Giusti, a board membeor of
the Detroit Artista Market and
the Birmingham Bloomfield Art
Center. “The artists meet and
the food is good. That's impor-
tant. The environment has to
draw peopla into feeling comfort-
able..” . .

Upstairs and downstairs, art
mingles with the cafe setting.

- “We try to support local artists
or artists who were from the
metro-area,” said Diane L. May
who began curating cafe shows
with Robin Sommers five years
ago. “There are 20 year olds to
70s that come hero that have a
common-interest in culture.”

.- Sinco the cafe doesn't depend
on art sales for its bread and
butter,. May anid thoy’re able to

te imental or 1

are among the artists taking n
variety of approaches to trans-
form 3-d into wall art.

“We tried sculpture before but
it's difficult to show heeause peo-
plo have a tendency to want to
tauch it and it’s hard to display
without it extending too near the
tables or into walkways.”

Alley Culture

Sherry Hendrick believes “art
aurvives because there are par-
ticipants in an ongoing, organi-
cally changing community” othe
erwisc “the stamps and lights
can ent you up,” Dressed to chop
wood for Alley Culture’s stove on
a cold March day, Hendrick
tolked enthusiastically about the
gallery's history and the board
that's kept the nonprofit running
since 1895. A reconverted five
car-garage built in'the 1926, the
gallery is vacant until April 10

ART BEAT

whon exhibits honoring Earth
Day run back-to-back through
May.

“There's no formal nddress or
phone number,” said Hendrick, o
1988 graoduate of Wayne State
University's art program. *We
liked the idea of people finding it
by coming down to a Detroit
alley to see good art, Do we have
n Web site? No, we have & wood
stove. They both gencrate con-
versation,”

Curated by Hanna, the upcom-
ing exhibits are a continuance of
the “Honor the Earth” bienninls
he begun at the Willis Gallery
where the director before Hanna,
Dave Roberts, held his “Earth
Day Open Corridor” showa, An
alternative space for 25 years
until closing in 1996, the Willis
Gallery gave cutting-edge artists
a place to show work. Alley Cul-
ture originated with the same

mission. The gollery charges a
26 percent commission en sales,
which by no means covers
expenses, said Honna.

“1 Yoved Kurt's proposal for an
installation nbout trees,” said
Hanna, assistant director at the
Center Galleries and an instruc-
tor ot Center for Creative Stud-
ies, “and Nakagawa's work is
just beautiful about earth, about
sceda that's why I want to show
them.”

Before Hendrick and poct-hus-
band Mick Vranich opened Alley
Culture, the two put hundreds of
hours of work into refurbishing
the garage's wood walls leaving
the environment perfect for

Enrth Day exhibits,
“We left it unﬁni;hed.‘ anid
Hendrick, “but there's hi

about this place. You can hear
the birds.”

[

works?. for shows such ag the one
in April by employees including
hemp clothing by Beth Breiden-
stein.

“A gallery can be off-putting
for people not really acquainted
with art,” said May, a Royal Onk
paointer, “It's x‘iicg to see peoplu in

Art Beat features various hop-
penings inthe suburban art
warld, Send Oakland Coanty
arts ncws leads to Fronk
Provenzano, the Eccenatric
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, 480089, E-mail:

oc. b

is a wonderful ont for
showing art, With Center for
C'rc'ntivc Studies, Wayne State

pal
lit white space perfect for showJ-
ing act.

“Tho art ia beautifully dis-

played,” said De Giusti. “You

ity and its Hilberry The-
atre right around the corner, and
the nonprofit Dotroit Artists
Markct possibly moving into the
neighborhood in fall, tho area is

an uni
open up to the art.”

“On the Wall” is an exhibit of
reliefisculpture, drawing per-
taining to sculpture, and draw-
ings by sculptors continuing
through March at thé cafe.
Hanng, Pict and Robert Sestock

Ipr net

ART TOURS

The Fine Art Associates, a
group of volunteers who sup-
port the arts and cultural activ-
ities at the University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn, in cooperation

with the Art Museum Project at
the university, present two art
tours in April and May.

The firat, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. Saturday, April 22, focuses
on the Detroit region with a
visit to n private museum, an
artist’s studio and a new Ham-
tramck gallery.

The sccond tour, 9:15 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Saturday, May 24,
atops at a private home/collec-
tion in Bloomfield Hills, and
artists' studios in Troy and Pon-

tinc.

The cost, which includes
Tunch, is $20 for members of tho
Fine Art Associates, $30 nop-
members. All proceeds are used
to support art and cultural pro-
grams st the university. Call
museum project director Ken-
neth Gross at (313) 593-5058
for information about the tours,
To learn about volunteer appor-
tunities with the Fine Art Asso-
ciates, call Joscph Marks, col-
lections and exhibitions curator,
at (313) 693-5087.
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Make your backyard space your summer place. The Novl Expo Center, 1-96 & Novi Rd, BACKYARD, POOL SPA 1
SHOW Where you can buy It all now forfess - Just in time for summer! ISRTEITIRIRIT TR Frot Viscount Poos §'10,000 &
: Will|nn}‘1s“1“ ﬂxfnue“r:gr ind aluminum pool kIl Doe:

Outdoor fumitu

Gunite pools « Vinyl

Swimming pools ound pools « Abave nd pool. i
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entertalnment

, APRIL CORNELL
Vaalt the beantifl new sprind

.- enllectian of 1able and bed Bnens.
Tharsday, March 25, 7:00-7:30 p.o.

Egose

forecarn the new Bose technologics.
it  March 27, 8:00-3:30 p.mu
. CALIFORNIA CLOSETS

2 Simphify sone hife by atrending
7 Califormia Closets “Ontanizing
Your Paniey” workshop.

4
7", 10:00-10:50 am

CRABTREE & EVELYN
Let the experts take you from
“Ato 27 from properdy cleantng
fruns and vegetaliles to creating
falndous, healihy deaserts.
¥7, 3:00-3:30 p

HUDSON'S
Join ws b the Alice in Worderdand
Shap™ and be amazed a1 the
awariment of spring collectiliies
and oraments, from Hudson’s
china depariment.
Friday, March 8-Saturday, Apri! 3 -

Day

HUDSON'S
Come to 1 ludwn's china
departiens for a peronal
appearance and signiog by Land
Wedgewond,
Friday, March 26, 11:00 a.5u-3:00 pm.

LOCCITANE
Stop by LOcchiane o enjoy &
complimentary hand (rearment
desigined to treal your gandening
hagubs.
All day each and every Saturday

. ‘--.‘ ™e
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NEIMAN MARCUS
Patricia Underwood Trunk Show =
sdew the beautiful cullections of
Allan and Paghma sieaw hats for
speclal vutdoor aceastons &t
home o away:
Tharsday,

March 25, 10:00 a.m4:00 p.ou

Mect artist bealey Ray and view
her exquisdte glass collection.
Friday, March 26, 2:00-2:30 p.m.

doin creator Linda Rose o leam

Tuny (o protect yune gandening

bands 24 hoors a
3 00-1:30 p.m..

NORDSTROM .
Nordstrom and Tifany Florist will
show you how to incorporate
flowers and planis in1a sour home
and ganden.
Sunday, March 21, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Mew a selection of decorative bird
Twwses for both Indoor and vutoor
wse. Thore will e an artist avatlable
1o personalize yowr selections.
Saturday, Harch 37, (1:00 a.05.-4:00 .

RAND MCNALLY
Leasing bome? Learn how to pack
efficiontly for & winter cruise with
fashions by Tallot's.
aday, March 22, 11:00-11:30 a.m.

RESTORATION HARDWARE
Restoration Hardware is your
place for unique decorative and
wseful home and ganlen praducts.
Thursdax, 25, 10:00-10:30 aen.

WALDENBOONKS
Have all of your gandening
questions answered by the experts
from English Gandens. Being yonr
children and take part in a
creative gaidening activity.
Saturday, March 27, 2:00-3:00 p.om.

OOMARS

WILLIAMS-SONOMA
Leamn how 1o set the perfect
spring brunch table dnd how 1o
make delicious calie mines
and ganache frostingy

Wednesday, March 34, 11:00 .m.+2:00 pas.

GARDEN EVENTS IN
THE NORTH GRAND
COURT

ENGLISH GARDENS
Loearn step by siep how 1o create
Leawtlful areangements with fresh
cur flowers for your hame.
Saturday, March 27, 2:00-2:30 p.ou

WYUR 1310 AM LIVE
Join Don Juchartz, the "Garden
Doctor™ when he appears on the
Jimmy Launce Show on 1310AM
Tne fen The Somerset Collecion
North. The Ganten Boctor will
be on hand to answer all of your
gardoning guestiony.
Tharsday, March 25, 11:40 am.- 2:00 .

From soon (o (00 p.m. visi oor
Enropean Flower Markes open

in the South Rownd, e m e 3
to enfoy and purchase beautiful fresh
cut Mowers presented to s by

The Flower Company of Ragal Oate.
A portion of swor proceeds will be
donated 10 Hahitat For Humanny

Enter 1o win o S2,000 Home Q@
Ganden shopplag spree a1 The
Somerser Collection compliments
of vanhoc-Huntley Companles.

PLUS MANY
EXCITING EVENTS
FOR CHILDREN

Spansored by:
t

|
LANHOE - HUNTLEY

COMPANIES

en Io WHIC-FM” or rgister at sh
es at shaw.;

Weekdays Mon.-Fri. 5 a.m.-10 a.m.
Best of Purtan  Sat. 6 a.m.-10 a.m.




