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Promises made

Hills couple reaches for the stars — and some relaxation

BY HEATHER NEEDEAM
STAFY WRITER

‘When Farmington Hilla resi-
‘dents Carvolyn Clifford and

Frank Taylor first got together, .

ghe promised to join him for a
jozz concert and he promised to
move with her to her beloved
hometown.

Taylor, food and boverage
director at the Troy Marriott,
and Clifford, healthy living
reporter and weekend anchor at
WXYZ-TV, have kept thoso
promises,

When the couple mot three
years ago in Cary, N.C., Taylor
was running his own restaurant
and was already a veteran of the
food and beverago industry. So it
seemed natursl that he would
try winning Clifford’s heart
through wining and dining — and
jazz concert ticketa,

*He had a nice set-up there for
me,” Clifford said, recalling the
clegant tablo setting complote
with candles and a gourmet din-

ner,
Now Clifford and Taylor are
- married, and living in a city she
hos always congidored home ~
Farmington Hills. Thoy have
lived here eight months since
moving from Pittsburgh.
*I told him he couldn't marry
mo unless.we came back (to
Farmington Hills),* Clifford said.

B ‘1 can reglly adjust
easlly. Over the yoars
heo has becomo accus-
tomed to moving. The
higgest adjustment was
when he moved from

balmy North Carolina to .

chilly Pittsburgh.’
Frank Taylor
- . —Resident

Both are in their second mar.
riages and live with threo chil-

ren.

Luckily, Taylor, a Toxas
native, didn't mind making that
promiso,

] can really adjust easily,” he
said. Over the years ho huns
bocome accustomed to moving.
Thoe biggest ndjustment was
when he moved from balmy
North Carolina to chilly Pitts-
burgh.

“It was somowhat of a shock,”

" he said,

But living in Pittsburgh
helped prepare him for the cooler
Michigan weather,

*I have found that when you:
Michigas to Pi y

thore are a lot of things to do
here,” Taylor said. “Therc’s great

entortainment here.*

Like many othor modorn cou.
ples trying to “have it all,” thoy
aro each working 40 to 60 hours
woekly, raising childron and
treasuring any precious timo
they have togother. Even if it's
only a weekend trip to the gro-
cery store. -

“It's pretty tough trying to jug-
gle evorything,” Taylor said.
“Carolyn's schodule is hectic
some doys.”

Children living with them
include daughter Airielle, 8, and
son, James, 8, A ncphew, Kenny,
also_ lives with the coupla, Tay-
lor's daughter, Courtney, from
his first marriage lives in Texas,
Another family member living
with them ia their chihuahbua,
Pepper. .

Carolyn works weckends
anchoring the news and Taylor
trics to keop his weckends flexi-
ble. Sunday is a designated
*family day”

When they manage

,more than.e couple minutes
together, they enjoy just sitting
back and relaxing.

*We're protty much homebod-
ies,” Clifford said. “Wo like to
just kick back and watch TV.”

Clifford aaid her doughter,
Airiolle, likes to bonst about her
mother being on television, but
her son, James, s moro cavalier.

to captura

Committed: Frank Taylor and Carolyn Clifford s
schedules, including raising children and a dog,
family day.

“He doesn’t caro one way or
another,” she said.
Now that Clifford is back in

1

e

Michigan, her big goal is to make
a linksman out of Taylor, who
has never golfed. She bought
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ay that despite their busy
they have designated Sunday as a
|

‘him golf clubs three years ago.
“They're still collecting dust,”
Clifford said.

*
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: FARMINGTON NOTABLES

Hills resident
United Way
Ebony Howard of Farming-
ton Hills recently became a new
staffer at the United Way of
Ouokland County. As campaign
di sho will be is
ble for planning and managing
many of the employee United

joins

Way campaigns during the fall.

fund ‘drive. Howard comploted
her undergraduate degree at the
University of Michigan and
recently earned her master’s

degree in nonprofit management
from Caso Western Reserve Uni-
versity in Clevaland, Since grad-
uation, she worked for the Michi-
gan State University extension
asa4-H i di

ROSE awards arc sponsorod
annually by the Metropolitan
Detroit Convention & Visitore
Bureau in an effort to raise the
level of mervice delivered

Service excellence award

Marilyn Stoin, a house per-
son nt the Best Western Execu-
tive Hotol & Suites in Farming-
ton Hills, won tho hotel category
of the 1998 Recognition of Ser-
vice Excellonce awards. The

throughout the Detroit area.
She woe nominated for the
award by Ernic Backalar, gener-
al managor of the of the Best
Weatern, Other aren winuers
included Jetson Trotty, o utility
worker at Burton Manor in Livo-
nia, and Mike Brown of Redford,
a chauffeur with All Star Limou-

Wilton Armetale.
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pawter finish, From

Reg. $112. Now $69.
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sine of Royal Oak.

Winners received Southwest
Airlines Tickets, DoublcTrec
Hotel certificates and cash. Al
nominees received a rose lapel
pin and certificate of apprecia-
tion.

Student wins award
Koboy Ergas Shwayder of
Farmington Hilla was named a
United States Nationnl Award
Winner in science, Less than 10
percent of all students are recog-

nized by this award.

Shwayder, who attends Enst
Middle School, was nominated
for the national award by Dar-
lene Egbert-Oliver, a teacher at
the school. Shwayder will appear
in the United States Achieve-
ment Academy Official Year-
l:i'slak, which is published nation-

Y. .

. Shwayder is the son of Almee
rgas and Tor Shwayder. of
Farmington Hills.

Nursing grads named

Joy Hendren of Farmington
Hills was among Oakwood
Healtheare System’s first group
of parish nursing graduates. The
nurses completed the program at
the University of Detroit-Mercy.
‘The parish nursing program,
first of its kind involving Oak-
wood Healtheare System nurses,
is a 10-week course designed to
help nurses work with members
of their own faith communities
to improve the health of the com-:
munity.
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in black & white

Black and white always make
a sophisticated statement,

and so will you in this smashing
dress from Rimini by Shaw. Black
matts jersey, sharply contrasted
by embroidered white flowers.
Clean contemporary lines, new
knee langth. Rayon/polyester.
Imported. Sizes 4-12, $180.
Dresses
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