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who joined him on stage to re-
create how Randall and othor
war recrujta “jumped on the
bandwagon” at tho state fair-

unds,

*After (the 1862 battle of)
Fredericksburg, wo went into
aur winter quatters,” Necly said.
“The morale was low ... Wo were
ordered to witness tho cxecution
of men caught deserting ...

“It's n snd state of affairs to
see your own men executed. And
thelr only crime ia that they’re
tired, hungry, homesick. They
just wanted to go home.”

Old war story

Neely described one scene of

how soldiers were so hungry
they stole livestock from a Mary-
land farm they were marching
near,

“Over a hill, we could hear
livestock, cows and pigs and
geese,” ho safd, “Some of us went
over that hill nnd we found a
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nice farm.”

A goose was snared, and
atuffed into the marching band's
drum. *The colonel asked the boy
why he was not playing the
drum, and he said, ‘I can’t, I've
got n gooso in the middle of it."*

That night, after it waa appar-
ant the colonel forgot about his
verbnl exchango with the boy, he
was handed o plate of goose and
sweet ‘taters,

“Tears started rolling down hia
cheek, because ho was just as
hungry as wo were. He said, Tm
not-going to ask you whem you .
gct it, but I'll just thnnk you far

Rnndnll was hunornhly dis-
charged home to Michigan after
being wounded in July 1863 at
the battle of Gotlyﬂhurg, which
Necely detailed in graphic terms.

Séldiers wore being killed all
around him, including his life-
long friends of tho'Iron Brigade.

“I swented 8o much that I

sonked the cartridges and ru.mcd
them.”

The young soldier noted the
surrounding stench of death, the
aight of comrades “stacked up
like cordwood.”

Soon, he was wounded, too

at nge 61, in 1901,

Amazing artifacts
Following Neely's tolk, atu-
dents waded through a muscum
of genuine Civil War artifacts,
such as;
Mo C soldier's can-

“The last thing ¥ d
when I loocked up was a gray
(Confederacy) uniform. Than
overything went black, I don't
know how long I was there... Al
1 saw were fireflics, and I figured
out that soldiers were looking
around for the dead and wound-
ed ... Every house became a hoa-

ital”

Randall's discharge came
down that day, *By the twilight
of the moon, I boarded the train
(in Philadelphia) and began the
journey home. For Henry Ran-
dall, the war was over.”

After rocovering from hia
wounds back home in Birming-
ham, he got married, raised a
family and lived until his death

tecn, fashioned out of two skil-
lets;

@ a sword known as an “old
wrist breaker,” worn by horse-
riding soldicrs;
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Neely, meanwhile, emphasized
one of his best teaching tech-
niques: t someone or
something the nudlence can
relate to.

“What intcrests thn kids (at
Power) is tolking about a Michi-
gan soldier,” Neely said. "... I
wanted to focus on somecne wi
was from the (24th Michigan)
brigade, and who at least fought
through Gettyaburg,”

Neelfa presenumon culmhmb-

usually needed their arms or
legs cut off to survive gunshot
wounds to those limba);

W and a piceo of petrified wood
with a bullet ledged in it, fmm
the bloody battlo of G k

nn dmx. period of Amerinn ‘histo-
ry. On the day of hia visit, the
Civil War was the theme of o
varioty of activities (organized
by Power teacher Mike Ehinger).
Those included Civil War *Jeop-

“l try to lnll them thmgu
they’re not going to find in a his-
tory book,” explained Necly, a
lifelong Civil War buff and for-
mer school teacher. Of courss,
theso doys, that cquatea to CD-
ROMSs or the Internet,
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andy,” debates and journal read-
ingn. Also, students created pro~
jocts for their own nrtu'acz-
museum, displayed in the media
center,

“We've been talking about how
to visualize things,” said Power

teacher Jim Weston. “With a lot
of this, you hear about death and
weapons being used. But to actus
ally seo that weapon”™ makes
more of an educational lmpnct
on students,

Student reaction

Jake Ghannam, an eighth-
grader, lxlusd hw Neely included
details, facta and painted a visu.
al picture that made the audi-
ence “feel iike we were really
there (in the Civil War), ... what
people had to go through.” .

Eighth-grader Jerry Shmknnu
said the presenter really madg
an impact on him with stories
such as tho one where heavy
artillary caused a sheath of.a
tree to impale a soldier, killing
him instantly. .

Beyond such visual !mngery.
Jerry said it was also impressive
to actually sec artifacts, “It was
interesting, how he had all the
stuff to look at.” .

n letter of intent, and;

« - Whittling awayat a $6 mil-
Yion shortfall tho developer is
asking the city to help make up
tho differcnce.

Seme-residonts continue to
hold out far more than what th
developer ia offering, Knlme

l~¢‘[l'i.hl!y can sell their house for
$100,000, we're basically offering
$160,000, which I think is pretty
decent,” Kaline said. *Then you
have sumeone whose house is
worth $100,000, but they want
3250.000.

-*“If you hold out like that,
you're just going to live like thut
forever and nothing will ever get
done thore.”

*'As gomo property owners con-
tinue to raise tho atakes, it
becomes impossible to do the
el unleas the developer gets
wdditional help from the city,
Kaline said.

. 'l‘he city dnesn’t want to get

davalnper and residentia}
ty awners, City Mand
Brock said. Malan Realty and
$ity ataff met Thuraday.
Sidpreg-donfident ‘everyone will
come to their senaes and strike a
dea),” Brock enid.

One property owner ia almost
there but told a veal estate ngent
“it's no cigar.” Jim Fleischer
owns a home on Clairview.

He aaid residenta feel pinned,
especially those who won't be
able to afford to live in Farming-
ton Hills after they sell.

“(The real cstate ngcnt) aent
me a contract; Thero ia no bar-
gnining,” Fleischer snid.

The same real cstate company
is handling land acquisitions aa
four years ago when another

per-;
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a‘K you hold out like .

that, you're just golng
to Ilve like that forever
and nothing will ever.
geot done there.’

M ichael Kaline
. —Malan Realty

doveloper had plans for the tri-
angle. Offcrs are less than what
they were then, Fleischer said,

“With the property apprecint-
ing, the offers should at lenst be
the same,” he said.
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paving program, ranging from $467,460 to
$809,000, But the low biddor, Viking Con-
struction Co., withdrew from consideration
due to errors in calculation, according to city

manager Frank Lauhoff.

Meanwhile, council members awarded
Canton-based S&J Asphalt Paving with the

1999 parking lot, cemetery and
. S&J was tho lowest of five
bid of 570,760

This year's asphalt projects include: the
reaurfacing of the Shiawassece Pnr!: parking

To be ol

id

Grand River.

Lauhoff said the Department of Public
Services will send letters of notification out

10 all affected property
repair pro- 600
bids, with a

d, also by
repairs to about 40,000 square feet of side-
walk in the porﬂnn of the city south of

ownors, an

are [l To bo completed, allobymld-
summer, are )

40,000 square feet of sidewalk:
In the portion of the city south
of Grand River.

aro repalrs to about

m’l‘hc pmgmm does not mcludo mdewnllu in
t A

Also,

told

B

the council,
of the elimi-

lot at Power-Shi 5
driveway through Oal d C

of the

v; road nation of special
g

patthing to segments of Power,

Milé-Grand River and Shiawassce between

Farthington-Orchard Lake.

to prop-
erty ownera for those
specilic repairs.

between 10

L¥Rocca Construction of Livonia won the
contract for this yenr's sidewalk replacement
program. LaRocea's low bid of $108,290 was

npgmvcd by council membera,
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there will bo no cost to homeowners, Lauhofl
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