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“Mosquito’ transports readers

with thought-provoking tale

Mosquito
By Gay! Jones
(Beucon Press, $28.60)

This . highly
toxtured novel
by former Uni-
veraity of Michi.
gan instructor
Gayl Jonea goes
on for soma 600-
plus pages. It
takes place in
the past, the
present, the
_future, It moves

through dreams,
imagination, reality. It travels
back, forth, in, out, up, down,
chasing tangents, looping loope,

a8 inventive and dazzling as the -

finest (or the funkieat) jaze.
Maybe it could be shorter,
Maoybe it could bo less repeti-
tious, Maybe somo of its charat-
ters could be less shadowy, Then
agnin, maybo not. Somehow, ita
epic size and its unique players
seem inextricably linked with ita
odd and marvelous

Told mostly in the rich voice of
ono Sojourner Nadine Jane
Johnson (aka Mosquito), it is a
tale about borders — geographi-
cal borders, motaphyaical bor-
ders, cultural bordera, the bor-
ders we impose upon ourselves,
the borders we assign to others.
1t is also very muc:l:.n atory

an

the rattail cactua, the buffalo
grass and the coyote bush, she
couldn't be happier, Divorced,
she's pretty much n lonor, except
for the times she spends at a
Texas City canting, hanging out
with her loquacious, barkeep
friend, Delgadina, and various
other patrons, including the

Mosquito drops in on a poetry
reading, visite Hollywood, takes
a trip on two back to her child-
hood and falla in love with
Father Ray.

At times, “Mosquito” is some-
thing like a strenm-of-conscious-
ness tale, told jn thoe sure voice of
an utterly faacinating conversa-

alightly my.

Labeled “schizophrenic,” Miguel-
1a may veory well be insarie. On
the other hand, in thia fictional
milieu where words can mean
everything or nothing, who

knows'
. One night, as Mosquito sits

par] the sids of n road that
edges the Rio Grande, her life
takes a decidedly different turn,

*“I heard me this commotion in
the back of my truck,” she tella
us, “Sounded like a coyote or
something, or maybé one of them
prairie foxes.”

Equipped with a atun gun and
her flashlight, M ito goes to

liat, At other. times, Jones
weaves Mosquito's atory together
via a bit of theater, or correspon-
dence, or “conflabulatory”
newsletters, or o pamphlet from
*The Coamic Privato Detective
Agency School,” or lines of poot-
ry, musical lyrics, snippota of for. -
eign langunges, or whatever hap-
pens to dance through her wild
and fertile imagination. .
Packed with satirical, comic
charm at the anme time that it is
gently thought-provoking,
Mosquite” is always- )
though it is gently though pro-
voking, "Moaquito” ia always
ible, though its 1

. investigate, But she finda no coy-
oto and no prairie fax. What che

- finds instend is Marin, & young,
illegal alicn who ia about to have

a baby.

Mosquito’s quandary na to
what to do with the very preg-
nant Marin leads her to Father
Ray and *the new underground
railrond.” which provides sanctu-
ary for illegal aliens crossing the
Toxas-Mexican border. Though
she resists soeing herself as any

about i
nectedness, and when we moat
Mozquito, she secms y
well-guited to play the leading
role in such adrama. -

How often, for example, do wo
encounter o statuesque African-
American woman who drives her
own truck, delivering indus!
dotorgents to little towna along
the Texas-Mexico border? That's
who Mosquito is and thot's what
she does, And out there among

The last word on golf balls

Strictly Golf Balls
By Louiz G. Cashera Jr.
(Strictly Golf Inc., $12.95)

kind of ," at first,

daozzles with a rich warmth and
vitality that is close to magic. In
fact, if you're looking for a mar-
velous, grown-up bedtime story,

:this may be exactly what yoy're

searching out. From its opening
lines, it's a story that embraces
readors and apirits them away, a
story not only to settle down
with but settle into as well:

*I was on one of them little
border rosds in South Texas, you
know them little narrow ronds
&hat runs along the border

other immigrants in the back of
her rig, taking them to various
stops along the railway, once
they'va successfully crossed the
Rio Grande.

Meanwhile, Maria gives birth
ahortly before her refugee cousin
in thrown in jail in "middle
America,” and she and Moesquito
ride to the rescue. Eventually, in
this delicioun stew of a story,

from a Troy publisher gives a
history of the golf ball, an expla-
nation of how golf balls are
made, the three different styles

BY HUGH GALLAGHER of balls and a rundown on all the
rary warrin . balls ly being eold, There
are even esoteric discussions of
aerodynamics, dimples and com-
Whon presaion,
golfers dis- Finally several balls wers test-
cuss thoir ed and rated against several cri-
oquip- teria, All balls were tested at
ment, swing speeds of 80, 80 and 100
most of the mph. The balla were purchased
attontion from on-course and off-couras
is on their shops and an independent test-
clube, ing facility was used. -
eapecially The balls were placed into four
the drivers performance groups and total
and pute carTy was measu; ¥ for
tors. thoe flight of the ball and total
Little was d in y
attention . to include roll,

is paid to the balls, though ball

manufacturers do quite a bit of -

advertiaing during golf matches

extolling the special virtues of

their products, .
This compnct referenco book

In the end, Cashora leaves it
up to you: Some balls that deliv-
er great diatance aron’t os easy
to control and vice versa,

. This may be more than the
average duffer needs to know

GREAT LAKES BEST SELLERS

South Texaa and north-
ern Mexico, Maybe that Dairy
Mart Road ... all them border
roads ... logk alike, On either
stde of the border. Brownsville,
Laredo, Del Rio..."

Victoria Dias is a Livonia free *
lance writer who specializes in
book and theater reviews. You
can reach her by voice mail at
953-2045, then press 1854.

sbout his golf balls, but it cer-
tainly will open up some inter-
esting discussion at your next
foursome and will make you
more skeptical when you watch
the next commercial telling you
about balls that cruise around
the world even if they're not
launched by John Daly br Tiger
‘Woods. '

As a bonus Cashora also has a
section evaluating five popular
drivers, also measured at awing
spoeds of 80, 50 and 100 mph.

Cashora provides a little
insight into the golfer's mentali-
ty that marketers love to exploit.
He writes that the average golfer
has a notion that if n Greg Nor-
man or a David Duval find suc-
cess with a particular driver,
then so wiil they. Cashera says
that they, of courss, would find
success with any driver but aro
paid to carry a certain kind of
driver by the manufacturer.

This book puts a little different
spin on tho balls and swing on
the clubs.

Bestsellers in the Great Lakes
Region
For the Week of March 16

Hardcover Fiction

1. Testament, John Grisham,
Doubleday .

2. Tara Road, Maeve Binchy,

Dell
3. Ashes to Ashes, Tami Hoag,

Bantam

4. River's End, Nora Roborts,
Putnam

5. Poisonwood Bible, Barbara
Kingsolver, HarperCollins .

8. While I Was Gone, Sue
Miller, Knopf

7. Singlo & Single, John
LeCarre, Scribner

8. Man in Ful); Tom Wolfe,
Farrar, Straus & Giroux

9. The Cat Who Saw Stars, Lil-
lian Jackson Braun, Putnam

10. Hush Money, Robert B.

Parker, Putnam

Hardcover Non-Fiction -
1. The Greatest Generation,

Tom Brokaw, Random House

2. All Too Human, George
Stephanopolis, Little Brown

3. Monica’s Story, Andrew
Morton, St. Martin's

4. Tuesdays With Morrie,
Mitch Albom, Doubleday

5. Real Age, Michael Roiten,

. Cliff Street Books

8, Sugar Busters, H. Leighton

BOOK HAPPENINGS

Steward, Ballantine
7. Hide Your Assets and Dia-
appear, Edmund J. Pankau,

HarperCollins

.8. Year 1000, Robert Lacoy,
Little Brown

9. Perfect Murder, Perfect
Town, Lawrence Schiller

10. Simple Abundance, Sarah
Ban Breadnach, Warner

Compiled by the Great Lakes
Booksellers Association whose

~members are independent book-

stores operating in Htinols, Indi-
ana, Michigan, Ohio and other
states in the Great Lakes region.
Courtesy of The Books Connec-
tion, 19043 Middlebelt, Livonia.

Book Happenings features vari-
ous events at suburban book-

- stores, librarles and literary

gatherings, Send news leads to
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers inc.,
36251 Schoolcratt, Livonia, M}
48150, or fsx them (o
(734)591-7279 or e-mall to
nat

Orlve, Dearbom, (313)271-4441, .

BORDERS {ROCHESTER HILLS)
‘Waest Middie School's Student
Wex Museum, 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Mareh 30; 1sls Reading Group dis-
cussas Chris Bohjalien’s
“Midwives,” at the store, 1122
Rochester Road, Rochester Hills,
(248)8520558,

- BORCERS(DEARBORN)

reads from “Keop Your

Hoad Up,” 7 p.m. Tuesday, March
30 at the store, 5601 Mercury

SHAMAN DRUM
Rickey Gard Diamond reads from
“Second Sight,” B p.m. Monday,
March 29; actor Erik Frodrickson
. reads from Boa Nergi s

“Boffin's Joumey,” 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Merch 30, at the store,
311 S. Stato St., Ann Arbor,
{734)662-7407.

BALDWIN PUBLIC LIBRARY
*Let's Tolk About 1t® serios wiil
discuss Joseph Heller's *Catch
22,” 7:30 p.m, Wednesday,
March 31. Emest Nolan of
Madonna Unlvorsity will lead the
discusslon. For addillonal Informa-
tlon, call {248)647.1700. The
library is ot 300 W. Marritl,

{



