The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 1999

JOF)C5

Russian pianist visits Schoolcraft program

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAY? WRITER
Ichomin®onhomecomm.net

Donald Morelock thinks Ameor-
ican piano teachers and atudents
can lenrn e great denl about
technique from the Russians.

Until the fall of the Soviet
Unien in 1991, the droam of

hanging ideas with Russi

planista waa only a pipa dream
for Morelock; chairman of the
music department at Schooleraft
Qollego in Livonin, :

+Soveral summers ago, More-
lock began taking his students to
Ruseia for a three-week piano
workshop. That's when he mot
Rleana Shishko, one of the lead-
ibg pianists and a professor at
the 8t. Petersburg Conservatory
of Music in Russia. Sho's per-
formed and given master clnsses
yecently in Great Britain, Ger-
many and Koroa. Morelock
thought why not bring Shishko
to Schoolcraft College as a visit-
ing artist-in-residonce so stu-
dents and piano teachors aliko
could learn what the Russian
method of piano playing has to
offer.
Shishko arrived Saturday

Vislting artlst: Russian
pianist Eleana Shishko
arrives at Schooleraft Col-
lege for a week of master
classes, recitals and open
forums. o

night to present a weck of mas-
ter classes, an all-day workshop
for piano teachors, two open
forums for piano students, and a

free solo recital of Mozart, Schu-
bert, Prokofiov, and Chopin,
Shishko is in the United Stntes
specifically to visit Schoolcraft
College and Northwestern Uni-
versity in Illinoia. The schools
jointly conduct three-weok piane
workshops every summer in

-Russin,

“We're bringing someone who
not only has so much knowledge
of the Russian system but knows
how to communicate that,” said
Morelock. “In Russin, it's n very
systematic program for teaching
children. Thoy actually hunt for
tho talent throughout the coun-
try. They go into public schools
and test them in first gradn.”, -

A piano teachera workshop
will bo held 8 a.m. to 2:46 p.m.
Monday, March 29 in the Forum
Recital Hall on campus. A ques-
tion and enswer session will fol-
1$ow the workshop. The cost is

46. -

“Elena will lecturo on piano
toaching in Russia,” said More-
lock. “She’ll demonstrate some of
the techniques Russians arc
famous for, and the etudes thoy
u;xa to build students ¢o high lev-
els”

“Russian Fentival," two Opon
Forums for all piano students in
the community, will take place
6-8 p.m, Tuesday and Thursday,
March 30 and April t in the
Forum Recital Hall. Shishko will
perform then talk about the Rus-
sian system of teaching young
pianista,

“I've worked with hef two
summers and she knows all
about the great composers at the
conservatory,” snid Morelock.
“Prokofiev went to school there,
Rimsky-Korsakov was dircctor of
the conservatory and
Shostakaovich, she knew him.”

At noon Wednesdoy, March 31,
Shishko performs Mozart's
Sonata in F major, K. 332, Schu-
bert’s Impromptu. in G-flat
major, Op. 90, Prokoficv'a
Sonata No. 6 in C major, Op.
48/135, and ballads, mazurkas,
waltzes, and nocturnes by

‘Chopin, A recoption to meet

Shishko follows the program in
the Forum Recital Hall.

For more information about
Shishko or activitics during her
stay at Schoolcraft, call the
musie department ot (734) 462-
4400, Ext. 5218,

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Send items for consideration in
Art Beat to Frank Provenzano at
b o@ oe. h net

'in Detroit when she was 13
yoars old. She has performed .

1.

" Or write to: The Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, 48009

-LANDIS RETURNS TO AREA FOR

SUNDAY
Cabaret singer Kathieen Lan-

dis returns to the metro area for *

a porformance 7 p.m. Sunday,
March 28 at Birmingham Uni-
tarian Church, 661 N. Wood-
ward, Bleomficld Hills. ~ .

Local audionces will recall
Landia from her daya at the Cau-
cus Club in downtown Detroit.

Since the mid 19905, she's
been a regular performer at Cafe
Plerre in New York City. .

A classically trained pinnist
Landis gave her first solo recital

on college campuaes
and recital halls, including New

-York's Steinway Hall:

‘At the Piorre, Landis has
devoloped a loyal following for
her renditions of Gorshwin's
music, Her cabaret act has also
foatured the music of Harold
Arlen and Johnny Mercer.

Landis has received critical
acclaim in The New York Times
and Stages, the national theatre
magazine," . -

. In her concert this cvening,
Landis is expected to perform
jazz, awing and pop music.

For information call, (248)
476-6733.

DS0 VOLUNTEER COUNCIL .
ANMOUNCES “MUSICAL FEATS

XII SEASON
In ita 12th lenmn.'t.hu Dotroit
\ Orch o

Jewish Theological Seminary,” is
on exhibit through June 6 at the
Detroit Institute of Arts,

On tour timo in metro Detroit,

Council is holding its fund-rais-
ing project, “Musical Feasts.”

The feasts consist of 18 fine
dining and musical entortain-
ment events.

The first evont, “Sultan’s
Feast,” will be held Friday, April
16. A-multi-course French menl
will procede a performance of
DSO violinist Hai-Xin Wu and
violist Caroline Coade.

For information on the
remaining 17 events that will be
held through Decomber, call
(313)'676-6164. .

RARE JEWISH ARTIFACTS AT DIA

“Tyenaures of Jowish Cultural
Heritage from the Library of the

the exhibit 76 rare arti-
facts of Jewish culture, including

. Medieval maps of Jerusalom,

antiquo murringe contracts and
the Rothschild Mahzor.

Manuscripts and keubot from
Iraq, France, China, Germany
and Persia demonstrate the
diversity of Jewa worldwide.

The DIA is alao offering a
range of educational programs

on Jewish culture, and work-’

shops for teachers.
For information, call {(313)
833-7962.
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Southficld

Bioomfield Players presents
*The Wizard Of Oz" at Andover
High School on Andover Road
{at the corner of Andover and
Long Lake Roads, west of Tele-
graph) in Bloomfield Hills, 2
p.m. Sunday, March 28. Tickets
are $10 for adults, $8 for chil-
dren. Tickets available at the
door, or call (248} 433-0885.

BY ROY 8. GOODMAN
BPECIAL WRITER
This is not a completely objec-

tive review, Iattend community
theater performances expecting
ighborn will i

‘Follow‘ Yellow Brick Rb“@‘%fi.’
to the Bloomfield Players

1

. Rounding out the little group
of adventurers were two Bloom:
ficld Players stalwarts, Ud
Knpen as the Tin Woodsman and
Larry Miller fu a role he was
practically born to play, the Cow>
‘ardly Lion (In fact he did play
the role in their production of
*The Wiz.") Both sing well. Dr.
Kapen danced hic part with
amusing angular grace, and Dr.
Miller showed once again why
he's the group's resident comedi-
an. If there was one flaw to his ¢

performance, it was his slip-
piog in and out of a Bert Lahr

that my neigh
me, hoping that I will find some-
thing to appreciate.

Players made this very easy with
their current production of “The
Wizard of Oz.”

The Bloomfield Players have
fielded at least one memorably
off-key singer in the past, but
this production boasta a remark-
ably solid group of loads. This
musical rests squerely on
Dorothy's gingham-clad shoul-
deors, and the Bloomfield Players
were wise to entrust their show
to high school senior Leslic Ann
Hondelman., From the first
famous notes of "Somewhers
Over The Rainbow" it was
apparent that her clear, lovely
voice stands up quite well,

The part doesn’t ¢all for much
acting range — Dorothy's emo-
tions range mostly from bewil-
dered fear to hesitant anger—
but Handelman made it beliov-
able. .

If Handelman carried the
show, hor follow high echool
senior Richard Payton briefly
stole it. He was a little stiffas a
Kansas farmband, hut once he

through a remarkable series of
swooping rubber-jointed prat-
falls aa the Scarecrow, He would
have been worth casting just for
hia dancing nbilities, but he sang
the part very capably aa well.

Fortunately, the Blonmﬁe.ld,

arrived in Oz he hurled himself .
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Chamber in partnership with City of Soutlylcld .
Southficld Business Expo

The good witch Glinda ib
Dorothy’s wise advisor. [ alwayp
assumed she was the grown-up
and Dorothy was the child; that
could bave becn a problem with
two nctresses the same age, but
Hanna LoPatin brought a rega!
self-assurance to the part. Sho
quietly commanded the stage
during her all-too brief appeat-
ances. Glinda's songs aren't the
most memorable in the show,
but as sung by Hanna they
flowed over the audience like
sun-warmed honey. - B

Tho leads got gencrally
support, Clif Furgison wasnit
quite scary enough as The Great
And Mighty Oz, but as Professdr
Marvel he was marvelous as p-
enake-oil salesman who should .
be a mountebank but turns out
to be a decent guy in spite of

i . chorus of chil-
dren filled the stage with
swirling enthusiaam. Every-
body's favarite supporting actor,
though, was Tato — played by a
remagkably cooperative little dog
named...Toto. .

The sets consisted mostly of
very well painted backdrops. |

The Bloomficld Players have.
always been about community
and family. There were plenty of
siblings up on the stage, and two
of the teennge stars were acting
alongaide of their justifinb};
proud parenta, .
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-~ Southfield's Best Business to Business Companies
’ "~ Wednesday, March 31,1999 » Southfield Pavilion
Evergreen & Civic Center Dr., Southfield

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Lunch featuring David Littman, Economist, Senior V.P. Comerica Bank

. Lunch Tickets - $35 per person ¢ 1:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Expo
PRESENT THE ) * .. . Platirium.Star Spansois™ ' "~ Bronze Sar Sponsors v - .
‘The Obscrver & Eccentri ler Fm%n;;al, e Answering

PioY sl HaNNEropr el
&k COLOR PP VN Kk

AN LoNTEST )

¢ Soutield

ervi f Pro Ameri

rovidence Hospigi :
enters; Co cay

4

.

N
Boatt
B
', .
k s Nowl: i 3 Al Toisch Pagir
4 Booth still available! Limitcd Quaniity!
10x10 booth space: $500 Cl b bers, $550 N bers

Call the Southfield Area Chamber of Commerce
(248) 353-6444 Fax (248) 353-2626
www.southfield .COM
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Come Visii Vour'
Loco' Horisi ltor’ Beauiifu‘

Mary Jane
3 Flowers
188872+ ROSES

144 A
Sunday, April 4th
Livors:
Blevins
Flower Shop
8015 Middlebelt

Comglate Floral
734-427-4110
OPDS LLITER SUNDAY 10-2

IRISH ROSE

FLORIST
33508 Sovon Mila
W ol Farmingeon .

Cardwell Florist|
sy te
734-421-3567

m TREROM

734-422.1313

MAXR CWDN] CARDS ACCIPITD
e TRENLOAS

THURS., APRIL 8 ¢ 7:30 pm All seats Just $4 courtesy of
FRL., APRIL 9 * 11 am & 7:30 pm

SAT., APRIL 10 10,30 am, 3 pm & 7:30 pm

SUN, APRILNI ¢ 1 pm & 8 pm

Farmingaon Hits.
Hearts and
Roses, Inc.

LW'-Mel'rl-l;raﬁ
Florist

25096 5 Mile Rd.
Won-Sa1 a8 Y00 Piease cali:

Color the picture and send your address wd daytime p for 13956 Marriman Rd.
s i Cifeus e The Pale Hilsed sonship Drive ¢ Auburn Hills, M) 48325 . 734-427-1410
h ot s i it D Open On Sunday
. —un;-;t_ ot gl or 04, Webun ol +
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e Winners will be announced In the April &th Classified Section of the French's - oY ‘I' this Corner, for 4
- Observar & Eccentric Newspapers Flowers & Qita OWers, INC. | e Next Holiday,
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Discounts for (de 1 & Undec, Grovp Ralwe Avallable. For discount formatien call (144 377-0100.
Tickets avellabia ¢t the Som Office snd ot o _rxmmmmy  Charge (248) 8438664,
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