Stars at Oscars
make good and
bad style choices

Lot’s taka a
BEAUTY AND THE Jook (?t thia
. year’s Oscars, or
BEST the Goed, the
Bad and the
What Wore They
Thinking? And,
let's just froe-
associate.
of course
there are some
right-wingors
aut thore, bul
Gold-

The ovening's
ceremony began with Whoopi in Queen
Elizabeth garb and from there wont
aviary. Yes, aviary, a in birds. In fact, by

idnight, Whoopi bad, cbviously, eaten
and thrown an emu around her neck.

By show's cnd, sho was wearing Trig-
ger's horseshoo around hor shoulders,
Good to know that Val Kilmer's'idiotic
appearance with that horse was not for
naught!But let's got to thoe heart of the
mattor. The gawns and the rags, tho do'e
and the don'ts, the winnera and tho
losers.

- By far, the bost mnkcﬂp. hair and
dress — the whole shebang - came
from Geena Davis,

. What can onc say about Sophin Loren,
except that sho is the most spectacular
woman on carth.

* Then there was Gwynoth Paltrow.
Phenomenal, Everything ~ the makeup,
the gown, the crying acceptance speech
~ worked for me. What did not werk
wag the side part in the hair (very
Alfred E. Newman). She ahould have
nlicked it back straight.

Another stand-out was Judi Dench,
Nowly blonde, she looked, as the Brita
would say, “smashing.” Her makeup was
beautiful and subtle - porfoct for & mid-
dle-nged woman, She had great attitude,
Aoo. Bravo, Dame Judit

" Looking adarable was Anne Hecho.
But, then again, ndorable works on
nsomeone as slight as she. Her hair,
which is vory thin, was layered and
fenthered properly, and she looked
hoppy and lovely {pity about the dress,
thoughl.

As for who I thought was absolutely
porfoct, there is no conteat. Jennifer
Lopez made everyono on stago look like
mincemeat. Her makeup and hair wore
flawlcss. And, thank you, Jennifer, for
not enshrining your derriere for the
masses. The boll gown was magnificent]

Now for tho fun part.

No one could surpasa Celino Dion as

tha hoot of the evening. Not only was *

her juckot on backwards — the lapels
wore in tho back - but sho wore a hat
upon arrival that waa reminiscent of the
heuddress of a Northwest flight “stow-
ardess.” Oy. Then sho sang with Andrea
Boceelli (double oyyy). To me, Celine has
always looked like a Betto Midler fomale
impersonator . . . out of dragl

Liv Tylor: Sho has takon over tho
Princess Di visage, slumping, gozing
through heavy cyelids at the camera.
Perhaps the rubber band was too tight
on her idiotic pig tail, But what a relief
to sce that her father has miraculously
become Nancy Sinatra.

Drow Barrymore: Drew, Drow, Drew,
cover tho arms, doll. She has gone from
baby fat to adult fat. Bad idea to do the
slecvoless number. She's as adorable as
can be, but thero is just a touch of “Baby
Jang” creeping in there,

So what bave wo lenrned dear stu-

. dents about style? I think tho most
important onoe has to do with hair. There
roally is no such thing as a day hair
style or an ovening hair style. Hair that
falla below the shoulders with a strap-
less gown looks silly. “Up dos” look 100
years old. '

How many of you noticed Stoven
Spielberg’s (very lucky) wife, Kate Cap-
shaw, in tho sudionce, That's how a
woman should Jook (hair-wise) in an
evening gown.

As for makoup, the only real affender
.was Helen Hunt. Sho wag doing a cross
botween Morticin Addams and Cher,
eirea 1966, You nll saw how tired and
awful sho locked.

Compare her te the loveliness of
Gwyneth, the excitement of Sophia, the
exoticism of Jennifer, nnd youll got tho
idea?

Yoars ago, overyone wanted to look
like & movie star. 5till feel that way?
Just bo coroful what you wish for and
which star you have in mind whon cast-
ing your wish.

_ Jeffrey Bruce will ‘be conducting pri-
vate makcovers at the Hote! Baronclie in
Novi during the next several months. For
information, call 1-800-944-6588 or visit
Jjeffreybrucecosmetice.com.

“Grand form:

From Michael
Casey’s couture
collle’?;itl)n, this
colorful gown,
$3,990 at

Neiman Mar-

« _cus, Somerset
Collection in

, bares the
shoulders, is
comftosed of
multiple layers

of fabric,
including tulle,
and employs a
variety of pas-
tel colors to cre-
ate a feminine
but grand look
for evening this
spring.

Flowlng and full: Strapless in metallic gray
taffeta, this ball gown is priced at $385 at
Cache in the Somerset Collection in Troy.

Almost
forgotten, the -
~ ball gown
returns to close

the century

BY NICOLE STAFFORD
SPECIAL EDITOR
Rich taffota, full gathered skirts, strapless bodices, lay-
ors of fabric nnd flowing trains ~ these clegant, almost
- fi 1 proclaimed their at the
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o S g ; "ETATY PUOTOS T 40 JAGDELD
Majestlc In taffeta: Neiman Marcus couture designer Michael Casey designed
this pale aqua taffets ball gown, $4,950 at Neiman Marcus, Somerset Collection
in Troy.

Oscar ceremony.

But Hollywood's display of style and this spring’s col-
lection of women's evening wear aro merely a prelude to
tha force driving such grandeur.

lennium ..."it'’s kind of a race to grandour,” sajd Neiman
Marcus couturo designer Michael Cascy of this spring’s
evening attiro for women.

Styled with majeatie trains and skirta in
fabrica liko organza, taffeta and chiffon, these special
occasion pieces — not merely dresses for evening galas —
have soared to the level of the bygone ball gown.

Janc Bossott, special events director for Parision ot
Laurel Park Place in Livonia, agreed. Indicativa of the
trend is a lavender gown ~ pastels and silver grays are in
abundance - with multiple fabric layera and flowing
sheer tiea that fall to the ankles ($165 at Parisian), said
Bassett, ndding, “Wo haven't seen trains for centuries, or,
at least, decades.”

But, even greater grandour awnits, .

“This is just a prelude,” said Beverly Rice, senior vice
president of fashien and merchandising strategy for
Jacobaon's. “If you saw the Academy Awnrds, what
Gwynoth Paltrow wore was typical of the look ... but
thero will probably be an claboration that is even more
glamorous for millennium gowns.”

“This whole kind of race to the finish line, to the mil.

News of spocinl events for shoppers is included
in this calendar. Send information to: Matla & Main-
streets, c/o Qbserver & Eccentric Newspapers, 805
East Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009; or fax (248)

+| 644-1314. Deadline: Wedneaday & p.m. for publica.

tion on Sunday.

. SUNDAY, MARCH 28

OET SUITED UP ] .
Neiman Mareus, Somerset Collection in Troy, pro-
sents Swim Week through April 9, Leisure Sports-
wear, second floor,

ORCHID3 AND ORCHIDS L

The annual Paim Sunday Orchid Show at Laurel
Park Place in Livonia runa noon-6 p.m. The show
features 800-square-feet of orchida, |

o TUESDAY,MARCHS30
GIORQIO ARMANI

View tho apring and summer collection of Giorgio

-, Salen, R

BALLY 8HOES .

Saka Fifth Avenue, Somerset Collection in Troy,
introduces tho spring 1999 Bally specinl order

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

R T TR —
Armani at Neiman Marcus, Somersot Collection in

il 10, Men's Shioes, fi N
Troy. Informal modeling 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Designer Apri en's Sliocs, fiest flocr,

SATURDAY, APRIL 3

footwear collection for men, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. through -

Sportawear, third floor.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31
MATILDA DODOGE WILSON EXHIBIT .
Neiman Marcus, Somersot Collection in Troy, pre-
senta Meadow Brook Hall Director Lisa Baylis
Ashby and rarely viewed pieces from the Matilda
Dodge Wilson collection, 2:30 p.m.
e HuRsOAY, APRILL
STUART WEITZMAN -
Viow Stuart Weitzmao's collection of shoea at Jacob-
san's in Birmingham, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Women's Shoo

$INQG TO THE SUN

Bardera Books & Music in Birmingham presents
singer and songwriter Lisa Hunter In a children's
program featuring interactive stories, songs and an
ocological eraft project for kids, 11 a.m.

BEARS AND STORIZS

Jesse Bear, Nancy Carlstrom's cuddly beae will
appenr for children’s story time nbout the character
at Borders Booka & Music in Farmington Hills, 11
am.




