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Somotimes when lifa geta real-
ly hectic you need to nlow down
and take a couple steps back-
ward. You need ta got away, but
not to Las Vegas or New York.
This is he perfect time to visit
Mount Dorn, Fla.

Mount Dora is full of surpris-
cs. You expect Florida towns to
bo fiat as-the proverbial pan-
cake, but Mount Dora sits on
rolling hills sloping up from the
six-mile long Lake Dara. You
oxpect Florida towns to look
southern or cont ary.
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Mount Dora has Victorian archi-

tecture 1 with 1
wrought-iron grates and wrap-
around porches, It reminds you
of & swall Now England ivwn
frozen in the 19405, You may
oven expect the high activity
level of tho theme park. Mount
Dora is tranquil and peaceful,
There is plenty to do, but you
feel more like puttering than
rushing,

The town is located just 30
miles northwesgt of Orlando in
Lnke County with ita 1,400
spring-fed Jakes. Fishing, swim-
ming and boating delight visitors
as do towering oak trees, rolling
hills, and a downtown village
that bega you to stay. Part of the
charm of this wonderful little
Victorian town is that it is small.
Downtown is only about four

. blocks square. You can easily get

to shops and restaurants on foot
or take the trolley tour just for
fun, There are numerous antique

shops, boutiques, bookstores,'

galleries, outdoor cafes and
upsacale restaurants, Even the
business names are intriguing,
like Goosefeathers, Purple

. Pinenpple, Goblin Market and

Piga Fly.

Mount Dora is well known for
the number of antique shops and
eapecially for Renninger's — a
collection of 200 dealers, which

is open on weekends, l\kount
Dora townsfolk are very qrotec-
tive of the character af(therr
town. It was not until] very
recently that contemporary
shops were wolcomo to the down-
town orea. Now thero are scver-
al. My favorite shop is a funky
little store called Double Creek
Pottery. There are no national
chaina in tho downtown are
except tho hardware store that
really feels more like a country

store,

Some folks call Mount Dora
Fostival City because of the
number of spocial ovents they
hoat each year. Tho best known
as tho antique extravaganzas
held three times each year with
as many as 1,400 dealers and
tho Arts Festwul, a nnti?nully
ranked fine arta festival which
draws 275,000 visitors, Not all
festivals are related to arfa and
ontiques though., Florida's
largest bicycling event is Held in

- October and a Boat Foshvnl

takes place in March. i

At any timo, however, itlis fun
to stroll around Mount Dora and
soo the historic structurds and
the natural beauty. Lokeside Inn
isa lnrgo yellow hotel complex
built in the 1880s that has been

GREAT ESCAPES

YOUR STORIES

We want to hear from youl
Where have you been, what have
you been doing? Have you scen
the pyramids of Egypt or the
Parthenon in Greece? Have you
taken a cruise or snowshoed in
the frozen north? We want to
know, to shure your storics and
pictures with your neighbors.

tations on budget travel, the

European rail network, traveling
safely and more. Free travel
brechures from more than 30
countries will also help prepare
travelers for adventures abrond.
For a free copy of the 1999
Travelers Resource Guide' write
the Michigan Council of the
Youth Hostels, 3024 Coolidge,

ca.” You can sit on one of the
rocking chairs which line the
front porch’ or stop for high tea
in tho cozy lobby just like Presi-
dent Calvin Coolidge did in
1930.

The Donnelly House built in
1893 is also yellow clapboard,
but it is topped with silver tur-
rota and scrollwork. It has been
the Masonic temple since 1930
and is open for various public
cvents including the annual Hos-
pice Christmas House.

Shady Donnelly Park offers
tennis courts, shufllcboards and
a smnll amphitheator, Palm
Island Boardwalk is a groat
place to sve birds and many
kinds of palms a8 woll as the
1ake's 7o and wiiiv working
lighthouse. The lawnbowling
courts arcTocated near the Lake-
side Inn. We happened on an
early morning lawnbowling tour-
nament with dozens of partici-
pants dressed all in white remi-
niscent of the Great Gatsby,

'R mzed “A Historic Hotel of Ameri-

Everywhere you go there are*

park benches inviting residents
and visitors to stop and stay
awhile.

There are a number of excel-
lent restaurants in Mount Dora
ranging from the Windsor Rose,
a quaint English-tea room to the
fine dining offered by the Park
Bench Restaurant. Our favorite
was Goblin Markot located in
the alley off Donnelly Street. The
seafood was wonderful and the
ataff mado us feel right at home.
The interior of the building

Sleepy town: An Ace Hardware is the only national chain store in downtown Mount
Dora, a Florida town that’s like another era.

looked like an old home, but the
waitress shared that only recent-
ly it had been a repair garage. If

. you aro in the mood for a Big

Mane, you will need to go just out-
side of town. There are no fast
food chains in duwntuwn Mount
Dora,

If you plan to stay in Mount
Dora, you will find a wide varia-
tion of accommodations includ-
ing the historic Lakeside Inn,
numerous Bed and Breakfast
establishments, as well a8 newer
motels and inns. The Magnolin
Inn on Third Avenue looks very
inviting and is an easy walk to

d

The newly 1
ed Hampton Inn is just dcross
from the Country Club of Mount
Dora.

Some folks like to visit Mount
Dora so much they don't want to

loave. Money Magazine has |
* time to a place where the weath-

rated Mount Dora No. 1 in Flori-

dn and No. 3 in the United

States as the best place to retire.
They base their ratings on eli-
mate, housing costs, erimo rate,
health care and cultural and
recreational activities, New resi-

often choase to live at The
Country Club of Mount Doara, a

gated residential community *

“located just outside of downtown

on U.S. Route 441, It includes an
18-hole championship golf
course, tennis, swimming and
many other recreational activi-
ties.

If you want to step back in

er is warm, the pace is relaxed
and the people are friendly, try

" Mount Dora. If you like it, you

may choose to keep it a secret,
You may want to help the locals

‘ keep Mount Dora the unique

community it is.

Pat Ritner lives in Troy.
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tatives from 19 ports from
around Michigan has formed an
association called Cruise Michi-
gan to help promote the re-
emerging cruise industry in
Michigan waters. The associa-
tion will undertake joint market-
ing programs and work together
to promote Michigan ports to
cruise companics.

TRAVELERS GUIDE

Hostelling International-
American Youth Hoatels has
relensed the 1999 edition of the
“Travelers’ Resource Guide.”
This publication contnins helpful
information and useful travel
tips that are especially relevant
to someone planning their first
trip abroad. Topics covered in
the guide include: getting ready
to go, planning your itinerary,
all about your money, packing
for travel, getting there by air
and traveling by rail,

Youth Hostels is also sponsor-
ing International Travel Day,
noon to 4 p.m. Saturday, April.
10, at the Southficld Civic Cen-
ter, Parks and Recreation Build-
ing, 26000 Evergreon Road.
Admission is free.

This event will feature preson-
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Don't Miss Exciting Travel Oppormnilles
Please joln Colleue Tours & Directional Slrateg,les
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