0CC softball team .500
The Oakland Community,Collega
softball team returned from ifs annu-
al spring trip to Florida with a 4-4
record, \

Tho Lady Raiders opened with a
doublcheader loss to Indian River
{Fla.) CC, 7-1 and 8-7. OCC split with
Brevard (Fla.) CC, losing the opener,
7-3, but winning the nightcap, 10-8.

After a couple days of practice, 0CC
moved. north to Lake City and won
back-to-bnck gnmes over Baker (Kan.)
University, 3-0, and Cumberland
(Tenn.), 8-6,

The Lady Raiders competed in the
Timberwolves Tournament and beat
South Suburban (I11.) College, 2-0,
before losing to Palm Beach (Fla.) CC,

1. .

Megan Eorhart (Watorford Mott)

. botted .428 to lead OCC and also was
2%0 on the mound. Tammie Davis
(Waterford Kottering) batted .381 in
cight gaimex with four RBL,

LeeAnn Domke (Ortonvillo) hit (360
and had seven RBI; Jennifer
Sorgeloos (St. Clair Shores South
Lake) hit .333, and Miesy VanDoorn
(Royal Oak Dondero) hit .237 with
three RBL .

VanDoorn and Rachel Fuller
(Clarkaton) were 1-2 as pitchers. Van-
?oorn had nine strikeouts and Fuller

we.
, OCC began ite northern schedule
Saturdoy at home. The Lady Raiders
play host to Muskegon CC in n dou-
blecheader today at Shell Park in
Waterford atarting at 1 p.m.

« Scnior pitcher Erin LaCossc
{Farmington Hills/larrison) earned
her first victory of the season for the
Alma College softball team March 19
when the Seots beat Bluffton, 8-1. She
struck out two. i

Alma was 15-0 heading into g game

University at Alma,

Tuesday with Grand Valley Stato .-

Youth soccer chambs

The under-13 Michigan Hawks, a
girle soccer tedm conched by John
Buchanan, captured first place in the
Indoor National Tournament held
March 5-7 at Fraser and Wixom Total
Soceer,

The Howks defented tho Cleveland
Internationals in the championship
match, 7-2. They also had wins over
Syracuse, N.Y. (8-0), Ohio Premier (6-
2}, the Cleveland Cobras (7-0) and the
Syracuse, N.Y., Scorpions (8-2).".

The members of the Hawks are
Kyle LaPorte and Melissa Dobbyn,
both of Livonia; Jordan Falcusan, Ply-
mouth; Marissa Sarkesian, Canton;
Erica Rose,"Farmington; Sabrina
Must, Bloomfiocld Hills; goalkeoper
Kathryn Cummings, Jenny Szymans-
ki, Troy; Nicole Cauzillo and Whitney
Guenther, Northville; Nikki Her-
mann, Deanne Kubas, Kelly' McMann,
Moc Pawlak, Novi; Jill Kehler, Flint;
and Erin Doan, Dearborn. _ ~

Tiffany Graves is the nssiatant
conch, The team manager is Linda
Cuauzillo, .

The Hawks have won several tour-
naments, including-the Michigan
State Youth Soccer Associntion' Cup
and will compete this summer in
South Dakota for the rep;gn tourncy
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Farmington Hills Mercy pln;:s to field its nn:)st
soccer team in a decade, according '’

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER
domeara@oe.homecomm.not

Coach Decpak Shivrambn begins his
10th year ot Farmington Hills Mercy
with what he beliceves is the most soc-
cer talent the Marling have had in a
deeade. - .

Shivraman's optimism is tempered
by a challenging Catholic League
schedule, but he's confident Mercy has
what it takes to compete with the best,

I think this is one of the mest tal-
ented tenms wo've had, if not tho most
talonted,” Shivraman said. “The

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER
domonra@ue.homecomm.net

Ronald Rengan promised during the

1984 presidential campaign not to take

_ advantage of his opponent’s youth and
" inexperience,

Tho players on North Farmington's

girls soccer team would probably like

their opp ts.to make the same

titte. They also won the
Aron Girls Soccer Tournament and
Dayton tourney. . !

U.S. Soccer Academy
The United States Soccer Academy

is seeking players, boys and girls on

teams under-11 through under-18, for

o P T

the U.S. in the world's largest youth
soccer tournament, the Gothia Cup in
Sweden and the Dana Cup in Den-
mark.

Players will attend a five-day troin-
ing camp in Denmark and must bo
available to travel July 13 through
Aug. 2. For more information, call 1-
800-656-6499, ‘

Prep coaches needed

* Farmington Public Schools is
looking for qualificd applicants to fill
a position as B JV girls soccer coach
effeetive immediately. Contact Athlet-
ic Director Brinn Swinchart at;(248)
489-3352. I,

o Farmington Hills Mercy High
School ia senrching for n varsity pom-
pon coach. Call Mercy Athletic Dirce-
tor Nancy Malinowski at (248) 476-
2836, :

(Readera can fox information /or the
Farmington Obscrver Sports Seene to
Dan O'Mmrn( at (734) 691-7279.)

pledge.
The Raidera wero winless last scason

. to conch Deepak Shivr . 3
an 11-5 record and were runners-up in the
Catholic League last season.

The.Marlins had

amount of experience among the play-
ers and the skill level is pretty high.

- “I'm optimistic but I'know talont
alone is' not going to get the job dene,
(The Marlins) have to aacrifice and
work hard, These two elements are
sometimes harder to get out of players
than talent alone.

“We've had players in the past who
were not as talented but brought a
great attitude to the table. Hopelully,
the present team can emulate them.”

The Marlins, whoe were 11-5 last
year, have a veteran group of midficld-
ers led by senior co-captain Mary

B__ GIRLS SOCCER

and face anothor farmidable lincup of
foes with a young and largely untested
team. |

Their roster includes 14 returning
players but only two seniors aa opposed
to four freahmen,

“Half our tcam is underclassmen, so
we'ro still building,” conch Tim Russell
snid. “We're still relatively young and

e

Vogel for a Whalers goal

BTATY PTIOTO BY PALL HURSCIDUSN

Scoring play: Troy Smith puts the puck past Spit[lm& oalie Ron
iday in Plymouth’s p a_yo/]g

victory.
. (] 4

Gignac and sophomoro Abbey Shop-
- herd. Both wero All-Catholic players.
Gignac, o four-year starter whe

.. scored sovon goals,.and Shophord, who .

led the Marlina in scoring with 12
gonls, and made the All-Observer first
and sccond teams, respectively.

“Mary gives us a lot of leadership

. and is a solid fixture in the middle,”
Shivraman said. “Abbey is a tremen-
dous player with a lot of potentinl, Her
energy level is great.”

Sophomore Carrie Denton started
every game ot outside halfback, and
froshman Ashley Hambel replaces
Stephanio Krieg, who moved to
Brighton, on the other side, Sophomore
Jamio Driscoll is o reserve midficlder.

“I think we're going to have the most
talented midfield at Mercy in a long
time,” Shivraman said. “We've always
had players who stood out, but I've
never seen a team more talented than

learning about the game,

“Qverall, we're more balanced than
we've been in a few yenrs. We're not o
very deep team. We have a lot of girls
who are trying to work into the lincup.
But, as far as the starting 11, I'm pret-
ty comfortable.”

Senior Cathy Ricco and sophomores
Kelly Hogan and Joyco Chung ore
returning players who will start in the
midfield. .

Freshman Lauren Hogan joins the

of Spitfires

By DUNCAN E. WilITE
STAY? WRITER
dwhite@oc.homecomminet

Goal, goal ... yawn ... gonl, buzzer.
OK, who's next?

And so it went for the Plymouth
Whalers Friday in an 8-2, go-through-
the-motions win that sent the Windsor
Spitfires packing for the season.

The win capped an impressive 4-0
firat-round sweep by the Whalers, who
outscared Windsor 27-6 in the series.

Plymouth head coach and general
manager Peter DeBoer didn't ace much
room for impravement in how the team
performed against the Spitfires.

“We won our first round; we got
through it healthy, and we're pretty
confident with the way we handled the
four games,” he said. “It's a nice way to
get through it, We've got some time off
before our next round.”

Who the Whalers will face in the
next raund is still to be determined,
but the opening game of the scriea is

Y

Goalkeeper:
Senior Kelly -
Fullerisa .-
veteran net-
* minder for °
the Farm-
ington Hills '

team. She

fourth year.
as the start- *
ing goalic '~
for the Mar-".
lins, who

rounded '
teamand .
3 hopetodo -
well again -~
in 1999.

HTAFF PUATO BY BIiL Dastar

Marlins boast talented squadh

this team. The most important thing is
. the expericnee Mary brings in the mid-+
. dlo and the amount of ekill Carrie and

team.”

On the forward
line, Mercy returns
juniors Susie Roble,
who scored 11 gonls,
and Carric Kluska.
The Marlins wijll
play a 4-4-2 with
sophomore Sumbal
Ahmad coming off
the bench.

“Susic hns praved

P
Mary Gignac

to be a quality forward in this league, .
ially in the eyt

h gam
with Bishop Foley,” Shivraman said

“She took on some of the best defendors -

in the state and was ablo to score a
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Inexperiericed Raiders continue building process.

group aa the fourth starter, and juniors
Lomia Atasi and Carly Siskind will
comae off the bench in support.

“Thay're having a good time; that's
the big key,” Russell said. “They more
expericnced than what we've had in
the past, but most are only sopho-
mores. In a couple years, they'll be
quite improved.”

The forwards include returning
juniors Jackie Tate, Shannon Hamney,
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Whalers complete rout

in 8-2 win

] HOCKEY

set for next Saturday at 7:30 p.m, in
Plymouth. The team could face London,
Sarnia or Sault Ste. Marie depending
on how the other series finish.

“It docsn't really matter who we
play,” said DeBoer. "All three teams
are in our league, and wo had equal
success ogainst each of them. They're
all about cqual distance as well, exeept,
for the Soo.” -

Despite having to endure an cight-
day stretch between games, DeBoor,
was confident his squad will be ready.
to play and is confident the layoff won't,
have much of an impact, o

1 think the most it would earry over
to is maybe a period or g0 next Satur-
day night,” he said. “That would be the
worst of it, but thnt's our job as coaches
to achedule the week out right no_we
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