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In character: This sequence shows just how animated North F'armin'gton High School “Forensics Team” president Gretchen Pitluk

gets during her rendition of “The Frog Who Wanted To Be A Singer,

Telling

a children’s book written by Linda Goss.

a story

North forensics students grab kids with words and gestures

o
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Seuss on the loose: North forensics team mem-

ber Jon Lenze performs “The Lorax” by Dr. Seuss
for students at William Grace Elementary.

““bing atorytall

By TiM SMITH
BTAF7 WRITER -
temith@oe.homocomm.net

Usually, whon mombers of North

Farmington High School’s “Foru_ngics .

B ‘1 fove doing it. ii's a lot of fun. | like to see the expresslons on thelr
faces. When you do a competition, it's not the same.’

Gretchen Pitluk

—Team president

Team™ perform, it is at a p N
with the notion of winning a trophy or
ather aceolndes, .

But four members of the after-school
tenm found out that there is no botter
plize than the kind of positive audience
renction that goes with telling stories to
elementary school children.

Wednesday, ns part of March is Read-
ing Month, North students Kathy Bock-
li, Andren Coleman, Jon Lenzo and
Gretchen Pitluk (president of the team)
toured Wooddale, William Grace and

“When the frog comea home he's

fecling mighty frus-trated!” said

. Gretchen, She then let out a ow"
and grabbed the back of her head at
the same time for extra dramatic
oomph.

During Jon Lenze's rendition of
Seuss' “The Lorax,” his wide range of
vocal characterizations might have

. made Rich Little or Dana Carvey
proud.
d his voeal dexterity

Forest at in tho F

district. They did some pretty creative
and expresaive storytelling, serving up
their memorized interpretations u,f

He
with that of the physical varicty:
wrinkling his nose, changing his
fncinz‘ expression, continuously

works by Dr. Seuss and other chil;
authors. v

“[ love doing it,” said Gretchen. “It's a
1ot of fun. I like to sce the expressions on
their faces. When you do a competition,
it's not the same.”

Gretchon rend “The Frog Who Wanted
To Be A Singer,” by Linda Goss.

Like tho other team mombers, she

Willinm Graco media center as if it were

pranced around the raised stops of the .

g and from one side
of the steps to the other,

*[ liko acting,” Jon said later, liken-
ing the storytelling to a dramatic per-
formance. “I treat (this) just like o
performance. Just go out there and
have fun.” .

At William Grace, sccond- and
third-graders enjoyed versions of
Verna Aardems’s “Why Mosquitoes According to Wilson, the storytelling tour hope-
.B,'.“ff. In Peoplo’s I::m-a: and Patric‘in Lee Gauchea  fully will pay dividends for the older students and

R

Getting Into the storles: William Grace students
enjoy the forensics team’s spirited-performance.

:a regular plage,;-
gular ! lﬂ!h
phyaical characterizations and voice
ges.

‘peing attention:grat:"n
ng techniques suck™aav™

Following is just one cxample:

Senate hears cities’ pain, restores
‘promised’ state revenue increases

BY Tr4 SMITH
BTAFF
tamlth@oe homecomm.net
When Frank Lauhoff found

mendation to slash by $37.7 mil-
lion, state revenuae appropria-
tions to citics and townshipa,

In December, all of the munici-
anliti‘es ‘were promised a revenue

Friday, the Senatc voted to

restore the $37.7 million, said ~

Farmington clerk/treasurer
Patsy Cantrell, who attended a
mg&t{nx in Lansing that day.

out Gov. John Engler rocom-

ded slicing the i of
Farmington’s state revenuse
share from a promised 8 percent
to 2.5 percent, he almost blew a
gasket. ‘

It appoars the governor has
forgotten what the needs of the
cities are,” said Lauhoff, after
saying something much stronger
during an interview Wednesday.
“And it's the citics who make up
the state.”

Lauhoff just got off the tole-
phone with state Sen. William
Bullard, R-Milford, whose 16th
District includes Farmington
and Farmington Hills.

*This ia just hitting the fan
today,” Lauhoff said. “... People
waont good services. You can't
keop reducing revenues and
expect things to be maintained.”

The reason for Lauhofl's dis-
moy was Engler's recent recom-

of 8 p
Farmington and Farmington
Hills would have roceived
incronses of $91,892 and
$566,492, respectively, under
that plan.

W Farmington, at the 2.6 per-
cent lovel, would have reccived
only $28,441 moro, upping the
total to $1,177,095; under tho 8
porcent plan. Farmington's
share would have totaled
$1,240,648,

® The Farmington Hills
increase would have becon
reduced to 3.9 percent, with the
city tecoiving only $279,676
more — for a total of §7,360,729,

*Thoy changed the formula
and they haven’t cven paid any-
thing yot,” Lauhoff said.

Bullard-and other scnatora
apparently hoeded the angry
reaction of their constituents. On

Al'ts from page A1

0 now moves to the
state House, with Engler still
holding veto power.

"I would imagine many, many
communities mado their feelings
known about losing revenue
gharing,” said Cantrell, noting
that the state is trying to
revamp a complicated system.
Rovenue sharing, under its exist-
ing format, is fueled by many
gources, including sales and
business taxes.

- Because cities raly, on state

)
could result in future millage
increases or impact servicos,
Lauhoff said.

Farmington's total general
fund budget for 1998-99 is about
$6 million.

The chorus is directed by Steve
SeGraves, assistant director and
accompanist s Susin Garr. The
chorus meots for practice at 7
p.m, overy Tueaday nt the
Costick Centor.

Tho first of the threc concerts
scheduled for the chorus will be
at 8 p.m. May 7 and 8 at Harri-
son High School. Tickets for
“Going Places” are $10 at tho
door, $8 in advance ond $6 for
seniors and students. Call Kathy
Hall for tickets ot 471-4516.

During the festival the chorus
will have an open rohonraal
night at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 27
at tho Costick Center. "Everyone
is wolcome to coma up and la-
ten,” Woollard said.

Embroiders’
America
Mambers of the guild, which is

Guild of

a chaptor of a national organiza-
tion, want to pass on their artis-
tic skills to the younger gencra-
tion. .

*Wo want them to appreciate
needlework aa artwork,” said
president Judy Griffin.

On way thay plan tb do that is
during tho arts festival whon
they will teach students ~ who
will be brought to the festival ~ o
basic stitch. “They will moke &
bookmark with their initials,”
Qriffin sajd. “Needlowork has o
history to it and it is a craft.”

Tho 15-year-old chaptor has 46
membere who meot at 8:30 a.m.
the first Wodnesday of the
month ot Faith Covenant
Church at 14 Milo and Drake,

While sacial interaction cer-
tainly plays a role, the guild
meeta for a spocific purposo: to
lenrn and exchange skills, tech-

niques and styles,

*We have programs — lectures,
slides presentations, clasaes,”
Griffin aaid. “We cover types of
embroidery. Sometimes we have
specinl classea when a nationally
known teacher comos in,”

The guild also bas community
projecta, auch as making chemo
caps for pationts at Botaford
General Hospital, as well as pre-
emie caps and itema for the
Warmner Mansion.

New members arc welcome to
join tho guild. And new members
are not required to be proficient
in necdlework — described as
anything that invoives a needle
with an eye in it, Griffin said.
For more information, call Grif-
fin at (248) 788-1073.

by: Knthy and--their younger sudiencs members. .
*“We'ro really hoping this encouragea kids to sce
how much enjoyment they get out of reading
books,” Wilson said.

sAndres, respectively:» 2 smmas e e
Tho team is coached by North teacher Mark Wil
son and student tencher Lisa Anastasio.
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Branzes & etc.

« Design Center: Complete Interior Deslgn Service Vast Assortment of Fabrics &
Wallpaper to choose from, Over 20 ysars exparience
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