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Jim DeSann, diroctor of the
Michigan Department of Transo-
portation, summed up whet
wostern Wayne County com-
muters can expect from the eon-

. struction projects on [-276, the
Southfield Frecoway and 176 in
drwntawn Natroit.

“I'm not gmng to stand here
and sny you're not going to be
inconvenienced,” DéSana said.

DeSana and MDOT officials
mot Fri day at University of
Dntroxl~Mcrcy at a transporta-
tion summit with coumy and city
officinle and t “represen-

-Beiay

Expect them as area road projects begin

B ‘I'm not golng to l
stand here and say |
you're not going to bo
inconvenlenced,’ |
Jim DeSana
—Michigan Department of
Mﬂoﬂaﬁon director

over the freeway. Additional
temporary lanes will bo con-
structed to cross traffic over from
the southbound to the north-
bound sido 80 that three lanes of
traffic will bo moving in’ cach
dlre:tion. Traffic  will 1;:

" “Tatives about MDOT's five-year
plan for Wayne County roads,
including n review of this year's
freeway improvements sched-
uled for Wayne County that will
affect commutes far thousnnda of
motorista this suammer,

Nearly 200,000 motoriats who
trave] on 1-275 between Five
‘Mile Rond and tho interchange
‘with 1-96, 1-698 and M-6 can
expect traffic congestion while
that seven-milo portion of 1-276
-is resurfaced in both directions.

On April 18, MDOT and its
prime contractor, John Carlo
Inc,, will begin the $49 million
{rcoway reconstruction, calling
for the reconatruction of'the free-
way and entronce an
ramps, and the repair of bridges
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;A bill to regulate changes of
'nddress turned into a bitter par-
‘tisan battle before it passed the
_atate Senate on a 23-12 vote,

Sen. Mike Rogers, R-Brighton,
spansorcd ibe bill that would
‘require the Sccretary of Stato,
:when changing tho address on a
person’s driver's license, also to
chinge tho addresa on the state
‘qualified voter file,

“It snys you are gaing to vote
‘whare you live,” said Rogors,

‘adding it would help prevent

vater fraud.

p QUALIFIED

VOTER FILE

. Democrata, such us Dianne
Byrum of Onondagn, said the bill
would work a hardship on col-
lcge students, the military and
merchant marines. "We should
be.nbout oncouraging people to
‘participato in one of the moat
basic rights — voting. We should
not be dwcnumg’mg that partici-
pation.”

Son. Alma Smith, D-Salem,
‘objected that the bill “makes it
‘very inconvenient for voters to
cxercise their right to vote in a
‘jurisdiction in which they choose
‘to be politically active.”

Byrum and Smith called the
Sccrcmry of State’s mnnﬁer Qual-
ified Voter File "a work in
progress” that in unfinished and
flawed.

Sen. Chris Dingell, D-Trenton,
twmed Ropublicans nbout thu

of former P
Gcnrge Bugh, *While he was
president, Bush hadn't anymore
of a residence in Texas than a
hotel room in 20 years, He'd
lived in China (as envoy), in New
York City (as' UN ambassador),

he'd been head of the CIA ... but -

he claimed to be a domiciliary of
Texas.”

Voting yes were 22 Republi-
cans and one Detrait Democrat.
All no vnotes weore cast by
Democraws, Two Democrats and
ono Republican were absent.

Here is how aron senetors
voted:

YES — Republicana Loren Ben-
nett of Cnntan Bill Bullard Jr. of
Milford, Mat Dunaskisa of Loke
Orlon, Shirley Johnson of Rayal
Oak, Thaddeus McCotter of

leomn. Mike Rogers of
Brighton, and John J.H.
Schwarz of Battle Creek.

NO - Dianne Byrum of
Dnondngn. John Cherry of Clio,
Goorge Hart of Denrborn, Gary
Petera of Bloomfiald Township,
and Almn Smith of Salem.

If approved by the House and
signed by the governor, Rogers'
bill also would nmend the Vehi-
cle Codo.

exit -

d from the
southbound side onco the
bound side ia cnmplnlc.d. .

outh-

" ing rush hour traffic. MDOT

expects to releaso more informn-
tion on thia project on Monday.

1 1-75 between 1-96 and 1-375;
That portion of freeway is closed.
This $67 million reconstruction
projoct will affect commutes for
western  Wayne  County
motorists who use castbound 1-
86 to drive downtown.

Those motorists can atill oxit
onto the Lodge, but traffic con-
gestion is oxpected, Motorists
can stay on the I-75 local lanes
and exit at Grand River to the I
75 service drive to cannect with
the city’s surface strects, That
soction of I-75 will reopen in
November.

Kay Beard, vice chair of the
Wayne Cn}l:nty Cnmmmslon.

ttended the

!
!

“This wiil be a hellacious sum-
mer with all the work.”

When Beard suggesated ecarlier
the state should raizo the gas tax
for more road ' repairs, DeSana
asked her to influence the legis-
Inture to increase that tax and
said many counties and commu-
nities dedicated their own funds
for the roads,

“If you want to fix the roads
better, you have tne opportunity
to put tho county’s general fund
into them,” DeSana sald,

DeSana also said that people
believe he and MDOT control
what roads aro repaired cach
year. Actually that process

involves local communities, the *

county road division and the
Southeast Michigan Council of
G

} date
isset for October,
Evon though ather projects are
not in the western Wayne Coun-
ty region, it will affect trayel for
motariats who live in this area:

W M-89: A nine-mile stratch of
the Southficld Freewdy in
Dotroit will be resurfaced
between Ford Road in Dearborn

and the city of Southfield, caus- .

ing lane closures, which will
affect western Wayne County
motorists who use that frecway
to travel to Downriver communi-
ties, Desrborn or Oakland Coun-
ty. Lanes will not bo closed dur-

she was concerned sbout tho
effect the construction would
have on travelera,

*“I have a porsonal concern
with 196 and not being able to
cxit onto I-76,” Benrd said.

Beard, D-Weatland, blamed
Gov, John Englor for not placing
a tax proposal on the ballot for
roads, but added that she waa
pleased that MDOT's ropairs
were calling for simultaneous
bridge repairs.

“The roads have deterioratod
so badly, it will cost millions and
milliens to fix thom,” Beard said.

“We aren’t the ones that make
that decision,” DeSana said.
“Thoy are being eslected locally
by SEMCOG. When fcderal dol-
lars aro used, SEMCOG must bo
involved.

“A lot of people think they can
call the director and got a rond
fixed, but that’s just not the
case.”

Smooth ride

1-275 wlll be resurfaced this year
between 1698 in Fermingtoa Hills
and Five Mllu In Livonia.

Motorsts and nearby resldents
ean expect to see the followkig:

(0 Aprll, Graws will add temporary
lznes oot pove crozzover lanes Just
nerth of Fiva Mile Road in Livonio
80d Just douth of Grond River n
Farmington Hiits. Similas to
corstruction complsied last year on
1-275 betwecn M-14 and 194, traffic

ey

AR

tcom (he ido will eross
* oves to the narthbound sica with

temporary lanes nilowing for three

lanes of traffic fn both

i

soparated by o concrate barsier.
L] conlmclofl will ramovo oid

ol e repioeo il witr 12-
Inch thick concrote. Thiot work will
be complated on tha frocway Itself,
the southbound ramp to 1-275 rom
wostbound [-898 In Oakland County,
ond entrance and oxit ramps ot Six,

- Seven and Eight Mile roads.

#The *loop” entrance and exit rampa
ot Six, Seven and Eight Mile roads
wlil bo closed for the 180-day
duration of the project, but
tamporary crossover (amps will be
bulit for 1-275 traffic 10 tiavet through

* tha construction area and directed
1o ex(t onto these miie roads.

W Tho fong, *sweoping® enteance ond
slda

oxlt romps on the

Al

Eight Miie interchanges wil bs open,

W Repairs of 12 bridges over Lhe
freewoy pra expected 1o last theough
October. Motorsts con expect adfic
0 bo narcowed from two lanes to
one In cach directlon. Tho time frame
vaorles for 1ho completion of bridga
repalrs, sold Robin Pannecouk,
MDOT spekesperson,

W Tha' side i tedto

for each of these roods will be closed
only during their reconstruction,
Accoss Is expected on tha
northbound sise of the freoway -
the side open to Lratfic ~ during the
rama consteuctioan.

B No two Interchanges wiil be closed
simuttancously;

be comploted In July. Then the
treeway teatfic wlll ba switched to
that sida, also with throa lanes tn
both dicections, so the nosthbound
slda can then be completed. The
Sridgework will continua, while the
ramps on that sldo of the freeway

I8 expectrd to be

DcSana also told the group the that lswmn the Six wlll bo repaved.
law that governs road money — Mile a7
Act 61 — will be di. d b; sida Is vendu. Saeven ond fnlsnod In October.

stato lawmakers next year, the
year it expires.
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