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. LETTERS

A great big thanks

Nntiunnlly, firefighters have ono of the most
“drespected reputations in today’s work forea,
Here in Farmington Hills woe witness this appre-
.clation every week s citizina or businecsses cail
" ot write the fire chief to z0mmend tho cfforts of
members of this departmens almost daily.

Cffended by ad

was amazed to find the ad for Herald Whole-
r~ain the Homo Spotlight magazihe insert in
your paper. 1 am offended by it, I have an 8-
year-0}d son who regularly looks through the
Observer and the inscrts. I'm curious to know
why it is necessary to put a naked woman in o
. d plumbi

- These eangratulations are certsinly epp

ated by the dedicated men and women of the

Farmington Hills Fire Department. It is rare

that members af the department have the

* oppartunity to really thunk a citizen for their
kindness, e

Recently, when the weather hit 60 degrees,
firofightors from Firo Station 3 decided to go
shepping for lunch and barbecud some ham-
burgess bask at the fze héuze, We salecied the
items for lunch that day, but while in the'check-
out line, wore digpatched to o medical emergen-
cy. After rendering aid to the patient, we .
returncd to purchase our items for lunch. Tho
cashier told us that our groceries were pur-
chased nnd delivered to the fire house by a
woman named “Toni.” We had briefly spokea
with a woman and her young daughter whilo
shopping, and realized that this was the “Toni”
the cashier spoke of. On returning to the firc
house, some off-duty firefighters indicated that
a woman and hor daughter had juat dropped off
groceries for the firefighters on duty. Sho would
01 tako monoy nor would she leave a name or
p 1 infor jon. We were ished!

In moro than 26 yéars of seniority between
the firefighters on duty, none of us could think
of o nicer gesture'by a citizen of this city. A
retired firofighter with more than 36 years on
the job witnessed the purchase at the grocery
store and mentioned to the cashier that in all

i} alitsle closer nt the sdvertieora and their ada,

to advertiso hard and p
I understand busineas and the right to free
apeech, ete., and this cortainly canght my eye,
but in a homctown pager? Why? Couldn’t wo
leave the naked bedies in adult maguzines? It's
bad enough tho things your kids are exposed to
everyday, silly me to think a home magazine
insert far the Observer in acceptablo reading for
an B-year-old! I hope in the future you will look
Moggle Balint
Livonin

Places for teens needed

Thero i8 a big problem with teen loitering in
the Farmington/Farmington Hills area.
+ Teens in Far o/Farmington Hills
are getting into troublo for loitering becauso the
TFarmington police ticket kida for being in places
like restaurants and gas stations or just atand-
ing around. If there were more places in Farm-
ington where teenagers vould hang out, this
would not be as big of g problem,
’ Christa Robinson
Power Middle School
Farmington

Congrats, Governor!

his years on the job, no stranger cver p
the groceries of his crew, then delivered it to the
- firc house. Ho ndded that these firefighters

must be pretty special. The fact ia that none of

ongr to the governor for his execu-
tive budget recommendations for higher
edugation in the 1999-2000 budget.
The governor’s recommendations will provide
: 1

us knew this wonderful woman, Needless to say,
we did feel pretty specinl.

The firefighters on duty that day want to say”
“thank you” to Toni and her daughter for this -
very specinl random act of kindness. It wae defi-
nitely one of the nicest gestures we have wit-

ding for all state-supported
schools, Very importantly, however, it will alsa
more fairly allocate funding on a per-student
basis by giving =xtra funding to those colleges
which have limited their tuition increases.
Michigan State University has shown great
int in limiting tuition increases to the rato

nessed in our éarcers and will be r bered
for a long, long time. Thanks again.
. Denny Hughes, inspector
Stan irefight

of inflation for saveral years. It is only fair to
reward this restraint by providing increased
state funding. Failure to roward that restraint

. Jason Gilbert, firefighter
Farmington Hills Fire Department

Fest suggestions

ring the past few years, I've noticed that
the Founders Day Festival hasn't been as
exciting and fun a8 it was beforo and not as
many people como anymore. Just recently, 1
heard that a new organization was running the
fostival this year. I was glad to hear that
because I think that the Foundera Featival
needs some changes to improve it. Maybe if it
was changed a little, more people would come
ngain.
I didn't get a chance to visit the Founders
1 lnst b 1 was out of town,
but I still heard some complaints from my
friends who did go. Here are some suggestions
that I think would make the featival fun again.
First, I think there should be more ovening
events. My mother and my neighbors enjoyed it
when there was a concert or something at night.
Or maybe it should stay open longer so people
who don't have time to go during the day cen
come at night. { also think that there should be
other activities rather than naving tents for peo-
ple who sell crafts. For peoplo who don’t like
crafts and shopping for little things like that,
_ there really jan't that much to do. I hope you
take these suggestions into consideration.
Thank you! .

Justine Elster
Powor Middlo Schdol

would be a disincentive to future tuition limita-
tions and could cause a return to high tuition
increases. . : .

The budget recommendations also narrow the
wide gap in per-student funding at Michigan's
large research universities, The 1998-89 appro-
priation per student is $10,128 for Wayne State,
$9,042 for U of M, $8,280 for Michigan Tech and
only $7,670 for Michigan State. This is very
troubling, especially in light of the fact that
MSU cducates many more students from Michi-
gan than any other college.  ~ " ®

In addition, during President Peter McPher-
son's administration, Michigan State has made
major advances; These have included carefully
controlled costs and imp: in educati
al quality (such as a 73% incrense in Honors
College enrollment and a 7% growth in study
abroad). MSU has continued to be a national
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This has created great enthusiasm among
MSU students and alumni, with on increased
enrollment of almost 4,000 students, However,
the low per-student funding tk as these sig- .
nificant advances and, indecd, the educational - -
quality of tens of thousands of students from
Michigan. ) .

The State House and Senate will be consider-
ing the Governar's Executive Budgot Recom-
mendations in the near future. I hope our repre-
sentatives understand the importance of this
issuc and adopt these recommendations in their
entirety.

$25 Per Person ¢ Includes Lunch

- Stites will be discussing

* Recruiting Employees

¢Training Employees

.» Retaining Employees
-TechnicaITraininlg Center Grant Funding

Alan C, Harnisch -
Franklin
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