D2(6) v

.. The Observer & Eccentricl SUNDAY, AFRIL 4, 1998

Shamrocks favored to win another state championship

- DY BRAD EMOXNS
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They won it in frotball last fall
and again recently in hockey,
Can a Division I state bascball
‘championship be far behind for
the Redford Catholic Central
Shamrocks? - -

If there s o dominant team in
Observerland, if not the state,
it’s tho Shamrocks, who finished
30-7 lnst year en routo ta the
state semifinals before losing 10-
9 to Saline. N .
< Virtually tha sntire CC
remaina intact with the excep-
tion of firat-team All-Area pitch-
er Tony Nozewski, who finished

9-1.

Besebnll America lists CC ns
the No. 31 team in tho country
and the top club in Michigan,

“I only have to be concerned if
our guys are reading their own
hoadlines,” said CC coach John
Salter, now in his 19th season.

“But I don’t think that will hap-
pen. It's & good group aftitudo-
wise. They have a good chem-
istey

Thoe Shamrocks will rely on
power, power aud some-more
power, CC hit .352 as a team’
with 20 homers last year. .

It's a acary thought, but those
numbers may inereags in 1999
district, regional and

Bob Malok, a firat-team All-
QObsarver choico and All-State
Dream Team solection, returns
in center field after hitting .687
lost season.

The Michigan Stato signeo will
also got n chance to show his
atuff on the mound. .

Another first-team All-Observ-
er pick, Cassy Rogowaki, returns
at first base and the outficlder
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plays look easy, according to
Osborno. . :

*If she gets to it, she's going to
raake the play,” he aaid. “She
has tho nicest sct of hands I'vo
geen on an infielder in a long
titme. She has a nice, live arm;
she’s nlways in the right spot,
always making big playa.”

.. The third-base role still
belongs to junior Becky DePot-
ter, who will be the DH in somo
games to givo freshman ‘Amy
Paquette playing time in the
field,

“We're protty fortunate right
new; we have a lot of experi-
enced ballplayers,” Osborne aaid.
“I'm hoping wo can rally around
Jessica Brown the way we did
Alana Heikkinen and Melissa
Mytty in the past. If we do, we'll
do fine, because we play good
defenss at Farmington High,”

_Senior Kristin Brown, the
leadoff batter, begina her third
senson o8 the starting center
figlder and is the team spark-
pliig, according to Osborne,

. “She hos as much ability os
anybody ic the ballpark,” he
c0jd. “She can flat out run, and
her arm strength has gotten bet-

tor, She can hit the ball, too; she

cam, back in left ficld and
unior Tricin Krauso playing
right field again.

“Angic runs down cverything,”
Osbarne said. “Sho doesn’t have
the strongest arm, but she
‘makes every play. She's very
salid.

“I'm cxpecting n great ycar
from Tricin, She haa one of the
‘strongest arms on the team. The
.aaly other player who throws as
Jard ia Melisaa.”

H ‘Vy expectations

haven't changed. ! stiil

havo high expectations

for this team. | want to

:nak.e sure the girls do,
00,

Jerry Osborne
—Farmington softball coach

The ; varsity. roster alse
includes seniors Katie Hickey,
Sarah Lebais and Nicole Davia,
juniors Kim Livingston and

hanie Pakula and frest
Meghan Young.

The Falcons will play home
games in a completely fenced
facility, With the help of dona-
tions from local businesses, they
have a four-foot fence extending
200 feet down the left- and right-
field lines and a asix-foot fence
encloaing the outficld at a
depth of 200 feet at all points,

Farmingten begins the scason
Wednesday, April 14, with a
Western Lakes Activities Associ-
ation crossover game at Walled
Lake Western.

“[ think a lot of teams are sad
to aco Melissa is hurt, but kinda
happy she won't be on the
mound facing them,” Osborne
anid. “My expcctations haven't
changed, I still have high expec-
tations for this team. I want to
make suro tho girls do, too.

“We're going to have to seore
more runs, becauae Jessica ia not
an overpowering pitcher. She's
not going to have nine or 10
strikeouts o game.

“She’ll have one or two — and
ono or two walks — which
means the ball will be put in
play and we have to play solid
defense. If we do, our offense will
help us win ballgames,”

g Catholic Loague®

after hitting .419 with four
homars and a team-high 43 RBL
Rogowsaki will atlempt to play
two sports next year at Contral
Michigan. oo
The other first-tcom All-Area
returnee is sonior shortstop

Dave Lusky, a multl-sport ath-.

lato who will play baseball and
foothal) at Eaatern Michigan.
Lusky hit .405 laat year, N

Bath Lusky and Rogowski
were koy players for CC’s state
Class AA championship footbalt

tenm. .

ALd If dhosic N
ahi, 19

2.58); senior outfielder Brent

Zak and junior John Hill.
Promising newcomers include

6-foot-7 ~ left-hander - Malt

» Niemiee, outfielder-first basc-

man Matt Loridas, a sophomore
with some CC heritage, Charlio
Hacger, younger brother of
Madonna University coach Greg,

who led the Shamrocks to the

1987 state title.

In the Western Lakes Activi-

tics Association, Furmington
Hatrison is strong again, while
Laokes Division champion North
TParmi lozt the £

if that's aot

soniqr pitcher Anthony Tomey
(4-2, 8.77 ERA), another EMU
sigueo, and senior catcher Chris
Woodrufl (.402, six hoerors, 40
RBI) return o3 a potent battery.,
Other veterans include second
baseman Mario D'Herili, a slick
fieldor; senior hurler Dan Duffoy
(3-1, 2.31 ERA); senior pitcher
Nick DiBella, senior outficlder-

pitchor Mark Cole (.393, 6-1,"

pitching duo of Trzos and
Kirk Taylor. . .
Westland John Glenn, 17-16 a
year ago, reached the etate Class
A quartorfinals before running
into Drew Henson and Brighton.
‘The Rockots, who won district
and regional titles last scason,
lost eight key players Including
All-Area inficlder Tim Reeves.
But lanky 8-foot:4 right-han-
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Vetaran pitcher: A back injury will keep Farmington’s

Melissa Mytty on the sideline at the start of the season.

der Dale Hayes returns after

- going 5-3 with two saves,

Pitchor Mike Swafford, who
went 4-2 last year in 40 innings,
nnd senior center fielder Justin

‘ Fendelet, a .370 hitter, give

Glenn reason for hope.

in

things are looking up for coach
Herb Osterland's Livenia
Churchill Chargers (12-16).

. Outfioldor Dave Wasll (.388),
“who is very athletic,” according
to Osterland, will join pitcher
Justin Draugha (5-4) and first
b Eric Lightle in leading

ther possible

.tho Lakes Division is Livonia -

Stovensen (9-16). .

The Spartans have a now
coach in Harv Weingarden, who
wos Mike Kollor's assistant for
six years. He has a strong x.m::_lo-

a voteran senior Charger contin-

is'Livonia Frunklin (7-21).
The Patriots aro led by seafor
infielder Tox? { onos (3850 and

gent. | -
Also looking for improvement
(1-21),

un led by ’aird b /i

! pitche;
. Boy Robyfirho i headed $o Divi-

sion Y Og'tland University.
Rakz;*a four-year varsity
starter, is Stoveneon’s all-time

leader in strikeouts and RBI and -

is o career ,383 hitter, .
Pitcher Jon Ritzler, sophomore
outfieldor Dan Wilaon, senior
nhortstop Stove Anderson and
senfor outfislder Dave Stando
are other koy ployers.
"In_the Western Division,

: B p Joo
Ruggiero (361}, .
*'In the Metro Conference,
‘Bloomfield Hilla Crankrook is
the defending champjon, with
Livonia Clarencoville (12-14)
and district champion Lutheran
Wostland (16-10) looking to
Tove up. N -

Clarenceville returna key per-
formors in outfielder Brian
Pankow (,370) and'pitcher/catch-
cr John Wallace, :
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ERA.

*“Joe is a very capablo pitcher,
and he has good command of hia
pitches,” Herrington said. “He
throws a good curveball and
keeps the ball low. Since wo
have-a good fielding team, I

0
“He Jooks very strong at first,
and he's hitting the ball much

better,” Herrington said.
Ghannam, who played third
when Cornwell pitched, has com-
potition at that position from
h Tim Doig and junior

think hel be effective.”

The Hawks return an All-
WLAA outfielder in senior Dave
Peaci, who batted 333 with five
home runs, one.triple,sfour dou-
bles and 31 RBI. Ho holds the

. state record for single-game RBI

with 11 against Clarencoville.

“Dave will bat high in the
order; and we're looking for him
to have a lot of RBL” Herrington
said.

Harrison has a fine senior
inficld combination of second
baseman Andy Gutierroz and
shortstop Bobby Austin. Both
ars solid in the field and alse
contribute with the bat.

Gutierrez hit .381 and had 17
RBI; Austin's average was .325,

- and he kngcked-in 19 suns.

Augstin also scored 28 runs, Pesci
and Gutierrez 21 apiece, making
them the top threc among
returning players.  ° |

*“That’s where we're strangest,”
Horrington said, rogarding
Gutierrez and Auatin, “Thoy're
captaina and I think they're an

. good middle infieldera as there

are in the state, Thoy're out-
standing fielders, and [ think
both are potential college play-
ers.

“Andy made all-division, and
he's better this year. Bobby has
excellent range and o good arm.
Both hit the ball well.”

Senior Mike Hoad moves from
Jeft ficld to first base in placo of
Fisher. Herrington belioves
Hoad, on all-stater in footbail,
will boost his average from .203
and increase his RBI total (11),

Brian Grohman. Junfor Brian
Nelson, Doig and Grohman can
pitch, too.

*“I think our inficld will bo ohe
of tho best wa've ever had at
Harrison,” Herrington said, “and
we've had soma good ones.”

With Pesci_in right field,
senior Blake Boosky will play
center,and Nelson, tho best play-
or on the JV last year, loft.
ﬁ;\isky hit .851 and had nine

“Blake had quite a hit of play-
ing time,” Herrington said. “He
has good range and a good arm,
and he has good savvy in the
outfiold, Ho knows how to play
hitters and gets to the ball,

“(Neleon) hae the most power
on the tenm along with Hoad. All
three (outfielders) can run real
well, and all are three-sport ath-
lotea.”

Senior Blake Ashley will start
behind the plate and has

1 ding to Herri

ton. Juniors Ed Cleland nn(i

Kont Taylor are backup eatehora, . -

Tho varsity roster alao
includes junior Kevin McVay, 2
switch hitter who will bo a
reserve outficlder or designated
hitter.

Herrington said the Hawks,
who are expected to challenge for
the WLAA championship, hope
to win 20 games or more ngain,

I think wo'll be with the
favorites,” he said. “We'll just
have to see how it goes, Tha dis-
trict will besvory tough, but I
think we can do something.”

are you

So maybe it’s time to expand your horizons,
Goglobal.
You know, hit the internet. Check out the news, in
entertainment in your own backyard and around the world. Stay on top
of the Y-2K problem, Internet access through Observer & Eccentric On-
Line! isn't going to cost you & bundle, either—just $15.95 per month.
You'll get 100 hours of free usage per month; go over 100 hours
before the months' up and it’s only an extra buck-eighty an hour.
" It’s easy tosign up for O&E On-Line! In fact you can use your com-
puter and log on to http:/oeonline.com/subscribe.html .
You'll hear from us with your new account within 48 hours after we
hear from you. ’ . :
Rather pick up a phone? Thai

fomnatior; and

Maybe you're using your computer to write the great American novel, or play cool games, or keep track of your inventory,
or tackle some spread sheets.

'3 cool. Our subscription lines are '734-691-0500 or 248-644-1100.




