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Serious crime decreases in the Hills

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFY WIUTER
.

The Farmington Hills Police
‘ Departmont gaw an overall
decronse in scrious crimes and

h T

pped up Y
offorts {n 1998, nccording to ity
annual report, which will be pre-

sented publicly Monday.
Farmington Hills Polico
sezpended to = total of 36,266
calla in 1898, marking a 4.5 per-
cent inerease, There were seven
fatal necidents and one homicide,
The most serioue crimes
decreased 3.1 percent overall
from 1,111 to 1,078, Criminnl
soxual conduct cases decreased
7.3 percent from 41 to 38; rob-
berics decreased 9 percent from
33 to 30; and nssaults decreased

BY Ty SaITH
STAFF WRITER

‘seriaus

2.8 percent

from 1,037

to 3,007,
But lesn

crimes
increaged
5.7 percent
ovorall,
writh oper-
ti o '
:ndnr ,:hﬁ Hills Police Chlef
influonce '8
offenses
increasing 3.6 percent. Tho
incroase is because of more
aggressive policing and mare
officors discovering offenses
while on patrol, according to
Farmington Hills Police Chiof
Bill Dwyer.
Other offonaes

decroased .4

to call the traffic section at (248)

. 473-9683 or (248) 473-9694

Fiagments of yellow plastic
are-all the evidence Farmington
Hilla police have in attempting
to polve the Saturday, April 3,
hit-and-run fatality near Nine
Mile-Tuck.

In that 8 p.m, incident, pedes-
trian Kathleen McKeon, 44, was
killed while crossing Nine Mile
on her way back home after
making a purchase at The Wine
Tasters party store.

Police Cmdr. Dennis Rochford
Thursday implored anybody
wit}g information about the casc
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8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
*It would help if we had some®
eyewitnesses,” Rochford snid.
“Somcbody has to know who
owns that vehicle and who was

*driving it. We're looking for help

from tho public.”

Provioualy, it'had been report-
ed that the vehicle was 2 late
model white Ford pickup truck.
But Rochford said evidence col-
Jected at the scene matches that
of & 1987-1991 model.

The recovered yellow plastic
frogments are from the truck's
front turn signa), although police
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percent from 28,780 o 28,664.
These offenses include juvenile

- complaints, traffic offenses, war-

rants, trafiic craches, sick and

injured, nnimal complaints,

alorms and miscellaneous.

Dwyer said the reduced crime
rate can be attributed to multi-
ple factors.

“Phere cun be a correlation
betweon unemployment and
crime,” Dwyer said. Low unem-
ployment rates can lead to 2
reduction in property crimes
such as lorcentes and burglaries.

Strong community ptolifing

M Strong community
policing programs such
as neolghborhood watch,
011 training for chill-:
dren and antl-graffitl
have also helped stom
crime.

" According to Bill
Duwyer

-Farming nolire chief

po'lice tovthu residents, Dwyer |

faid,
“[ think it's going to cohance

our police cfforts as far as taking
the vehicle into the community,” "I}
heo said. "We're toking tha police -

department to the peoplo.”
Inside the motor home, police
can take roports, hold meetings
with residents and store’ crino
prevontion materials, such ns

brochures and other information. *
The unit can aleo serve as o |7

new tional vehiclo reno-

programs such as

watch, 911 training for children

and anti-graffiti have also

helped stom crimo, Dwyer said.
Community policing will got a

big boost this yoar with a brand
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@ HIT-AND-RUN
FATAL ACCIDENT

cannot yet determine which side
it was on.
The driver of the truck, headed

westbound on Nine Mile just

cast of Tuck, did not see McKeon
in time 08 she crossed south.
Accompanied by her small dog,
the woman was returning to her
residence in tho Nantuckot
Townhomes, where she lived

nl\;&e.
chford said the driver of the
pickup swerved at the last
instant to avoid McKeon, whe
was killed from the impact.
McKcon was not crossing at the
intersection.

Charges against the driver
would havo been unlikely had he

vated for polico use. The mobile

comnunity policing vehicle will |

* be unveiled this weck and will bo
sed beginning in May. The 83-
out vehiclo i designed to bring

Police need help in finding driver

or he stopped after hitting McK-
can because the driver hud the
right of way and was not speed-
ing, Rochford added.

But that all chenged when the
driver took off.

“BEven now, looking at what we
have,” Rochford soid, “the only
thing you can charge . 'zn leav-

d post in case of disas-
ters or othor problems, Dwyer
said.” .

Tl;u report and an accompony-

ing video will be presented at tho -

Farmington Hilla City Council
meeting at'7:30 p.m. Monday at
city hsll at Orchard Loko and
11 Mila, .

tix R
One ;motor: vehicle
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The Farmington Arca Arts

" Commission has announced’

tho wianers of tho 14th

- Annugl Content for High

- School Artists of Farmington
* ‘and Farmington Hills, *

ing the acene of an (a
felony). From the evidence,
based on all wo have, (the driver)
was not at fault.”

McKeon was accompanied by
her dog (she was holding tho
pet’s leash) aa she crossed Nine
Mile, said Nick Shammp, owner
of The Wine Tasters. He waited
on the woman a fow minutes
carlior.

But miraculously, the dog sur-
vived the hit-and-run tragedy.
Tho pet was found noxt to the
store, in th:3 parking lot of 2
bowling alley, and is now being
cared for by ono of McKeon's
neighbors.
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Suzanne Stiles, art instrue-
tor with Walled Lake
Schools, judged the entrics.

In tho category of two-

' dimensiosal art, firat prize
was awarded to Andren
Balker of Mercy High School,
Second prize wrs given to
Suzanne Valade of Mercy
High School, and third prize

. was carited by Andrea Burch
of Merey High School. )

In theo entogory of three-
dimensional Art, the first
prizo was awarded te Brypn
Maki of Farmingtun High
KQehool, second prize was
given ta Lauren Lankes of
North Farmington. High
School ond third prigt weat
to Heather Friedl of Farm-
ing}an Hig!l School.
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248-668-1900

« Sports Medicine

» Heart Disease

« Diseases of the |
Stomach & Colon

248-960-1600 5
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awards
were carned by Nina Bianchi
of North Farmington High
School, Akil Dawkins of
Farmington High Schoal,
Lindsay Duack of Farmington
High School, Heather Fro-
men of Farmington High
Schoo), Lisn Dlene Grentzet of

ts commission
‘honors students

A
B Awerds will be pro-
sented at 2 p.m. Sun-
day, Apti 25, at tho
Wiillam Costick .
Activities Conter,
28500 11 Mite, Fazm-
Ington Hills.

TS P St

Farmingion High School,
Christine Herrmann of Farm-
ingtan Alternntive Academy,
Moeliasa Holihan of Morcy
High School, Marya Link of
Farmington High Schoeol,
Heather Malinnwski of Farm-
ington High School and
Mariz Starling of Furmington
High Schoal. I
Awarda will be preseated at
2 p.m. Sunday, April 25, at
the William Costick Activities
Center, 28600 11 Mile, Farm.
ington Hills. o
* Winning art will be dia-
played nt the Farmington
Community Library, down-
town branch, during April™
and ot the Faemington Festi-
val of the Arta April 26-May 2
nt the William Costick Activi-
ties Conter. *

Gone fishing

Sign up for annual
trout derby

Kids, ages 14 yoars and
younger are invited to registor
for the annual Trout Derby,
aponsored by tho cities of Farm-

B SHIAWASSEE
PARK

ington and Farmi Hills,
Tho derby will be 8 am, - 1
p.m. Soturday, April 24, in Shi-
awasseo Park in Farmington.
Tho dorby is limited to the
first 500 kids that register in

* Honey

le Are Talking About.
Sesame Chicken
¢ Vegetarian Cashew Chicken

* Steamed Whitefish

person at tho Special Services
Department behind Farmington
Hilla City Hall at 11 Milo and
Orchard Luke.

There is no cost to register for
the derby. But kids must provide
their own fishing equipment and
bait. The cities will provide the
trout, but kida are limited to
keeping only three fish.

'ho cut off date for registra-
tion for the derby is April 21.

When kids sign up for the
derby, they will bo given a sct of
rules for the event.

For more information, contact
I",nrminglon Hilla Special Ser-
vices at 473-8570,
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