deeper understanding
of students’ needs .J

r a long while, the gray clou
above Columbins High Schoo!
will hover over any discussior

about the future of today’s youth.
If there were any doubta about how
tightly bound the global viltage has
became, just look around at students
and parents living throughout Oak-
land County, who stopped in their!
tracks and placed their hands over
their mouths in utter horror when
they heard the news coming out of \
Littleton, Colo. '
Those feclings of abandonment,:
1 § 1 and
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utter

the fear of being a victim of rando

violence, aren't confined to a large

public high school in an upper-migdle

class neighborhood near the Rockies.
These are the fccléngs nfuur!.i.n‘ 0.

has gone wrri'bly wrong.

Searching for answers

Too many parents arc too busy dr
are distracted themaselves to find the
answers.

Not thnt answers are easy. And
besides, it's too easy to simply blame
parents for not spending enough t|
or not heing a “good role model” for
their children, |

But thera's no substitute for kndw-
ing where your child is at cmotionhlly,
psychologically and socially.

This Sunday through Tucsday,
conferenco ep d by the Mich

" ‘much-necded lecdership for the
over the last year-and-a-half.

" BY FRANK PROVENZANO
SOy WRITER "

et

Alliance for Gifted Children offers;
parents an opportunity to learn about
what is considered typical and atypi-
cal child development. ~ S

“The issue for parents is how cap
wo help our children be a good human
being,” said Gayle Kirker, chair of the
conference.

Unfortunately, most educational
curriculums are designed to creal
students proficient in math and sci-
ence, prospective employees compét-
ing for salarics and status.

Good humnn beings? That too offen
is an after thought.

How else can you explain why those
programs in the arts and humanities
that foster creative expression and
emational development are under
funded or under cmphasized?

Needing attention

“What gets tested gets taught' i
the saying.” said Kirker. “Teachers,
don't feel empowered when it comes
to the life of a child. They fecl con-
trolled when it comes to policy.”

P

hero's no inflated rhctoric about t!

1f A1) goen accardiny to the
) Lo the reat thi

_ Standing tell: Interim Director Maurice Parrish has provided

B ‘et the Renaissance begin. Thia time
tossed around by supportess of flnshy cnsinos and trendy eportn stadiums,

.inftiax of cepital from corporate behemoths relocating south of Eight Mile.
. $720-milllon plan, this tite the “renewal™ will bo

FORD, MANOOGIAN, TAUBMAN

$50-MILLION GIFT KICKS OFF

UNPRECEDENTED FUNDRAISING
- CAMPAIGN TO INCREASE

MUSEUM ‘MORE ACCESSIBLE’

FTAIT PHOTO 6Y GUY WARESN

Detroit Institute of the Arts

. it’s nat the same old tnlk of rencwal

1e impending revival inspired by the

ny; ~ a fHiancial and spiritual commit-

’ - Lt

. T Tho Datrolt Institate of | o renost tr

Arts 10-yoar, $320-milllon
Fundalsing Campalzn

Phase Ona
8 Goal: To ralse $120-million

n repository of cutture and a symbol of the quality
of the regionol civilization, alro known as lifein
metro Detroit. . .

For doubters wondering whethor the DIA would
cxist into the 21st century, the question is no

sform the Detruit Institute of Arta as

gollery space
W $40 mlllion Lo sustaln
museum's operating budget

e egcotedto | (RED ol et Tox

beilding renovations aod By 2010, tho DIA is cxpected to bo transformed
Impeovements, Including intoa L upda
20ding 30,000 squore fect i | €8 cultural trove with an endewment growing by

three-fold, 30,000 square fect in additional galiery
spuce, expanded houra and, above ail, a new sensi-
bility aimed at attracting moro people to walk

through its marble corridors.
Phass Two s
B Goal: To roisa $200 miion | Sicoptica, ""lig: seat. o 4 Jopedic arts

Futuro plans: John D. Lewis, chair of the DIAs
committce, cxplains the details of the two-phase
campuign.

STAYF PROTO BY GUY WARREN
development
$320-million

al differences.

Last Wednesday, Josephine Ford (widow of Walter Buhi Ford I1), Richard
Manoogian and A, Alfred Taubman made a $50-million lump sum donation
from their massive peraonat wealth to launch the DIA' 10-yenr fund-raising
campaign with the gonl of raising $320 million. .

“These three individuals have givea before,” said Maurice Parrish, interim
director at the DIA, *They challenged each other to establish a new standard in
philanthropic giving.” R

Tho “giving” is the largest donation ever to a Detroit cultural instituticn, far
exceeding the $9 million private donation the DIA received

Tt waa largely through donntions of the Ford family that the DIA was built in
1827, Sinc}? then, the l‘?urd family has p(]la'i):ed a central role in sustaining the

5 M, tan an b

in 1970.

i-| over 10 years
B Totat smount would be ded-

wlll suppost museum’s pro-
groms

8 $40 million wiit be ear-
marked to ensure collection
Is secura

doars open

-doy H;ieni_ﬂoné of the institute..
With one stroke of the pon and o

-thi

 point that the history ofa rogion is

- ixiatitution, no longer resting on its Iaurcls as the

icated toword bullding ondow- | fifth largest museum in the United States.
ment .
@ income trom endowment | Modern-day Medicis

Of course, this iz tho same arts muscum that
has, gver tho last decado, struggled to keep ita

urb-state.politics, including haggling over stato

funding and who should be reaponsibla for tho day-
dip into their deep
day Medicis (famous patrons of the Italian i

and been the victim of divisive city-sub-

fortunes, three modern-
) hav! ly made

ore
plo in Michigan,
of Masco Corp., serves as president of tho DIA
field Hills und founder and chair of the Tuubman Co., is president of the
Detroit Arts Commission.

“This campaign will send a strong eignal,”
well and expanding” -

Tho campaign is divided into two phescs. Phase One aims to raise $120 mil-
lion over five years to fund the i t and i
Phase Two is expected to take 10 years to raise an additionn] $200 million to
add to the DIA's current endowment of $83.2 million.

In the last decade, tho DIA has spent $17 million to repair its roof, and elec-
trienl system along with updates and reinatallations to several of its galleries.

among th‘u.

peo-
to th chair

have added their i e
board, And Taubman, of Bloom-

said Manoogian. “We're alive and

s

budge

Future renovations will minimizo new construction and maximize the cur-

© g
defined by a shared culturs, not cultur-

Pleaso sco DIA, C2

ENDOWMENT, EXHIBIT SPACE, MAKE

Perhaps it's time, once again, to psk
whether educa-

What: *Hurturing tion should geck
the Gifted Loprner,” to standardize
presented by tha i
Michizon Alliance '{2“2’“8 ar
for Gifted Education oc
Whea: Sunday Tues- |  how they cal
doy, ApAl 2527 best understand
Whera: Somersct themselves.
Ion, Coolidge Righ- The i
woy ot BIg Boaver canference,
Rond, Troy M ino
Toplcs: Teaching N urtuting the
and learming ston- Gifted Learnior,
dards, rolo of the is nimed at

understandipg
studenta wh

arts, parenting
issuos, Interdiscipll-

nory studios, learn faster,
soclot/emotional }
Gavolgoment, decper and Hove

assessment, moro academic
ADD/ADHD/GiRed needs, An esti-
For Informatica, cal mated 6 percent
{810) 593-9839. af stud ]
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These atu-
dents might be considered exceptional

C2

Plenso scc CONVERSATIONS,

Roundtable to
discuss arts education

Yau'ro invited to “Opening the Bdak,”
l— a roundtable discussion about prts
Lurriculum in our local school distrjcts,
16:30.0:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 18, atj the
- Southficld Centre for tho Arts, 24360
- [Bouthfield Road, Southfield.

Paonclists will answer questions from
ho audienco, and addreas their conctrms
“labout arts education and curriculum in
the school districts tho Observdr &

net

On Sunday, Nov. 20, 1994, Elizabeth
Ellen Smith entered this world 16
weeks early and struggling to survive,

Her parents, Tim and Donna Smith,
wero thrown into the anxiety and roller
coaster emotions that confront the par-
ents of very premature babiea (micro-
proemics), .

For Tim Smith, a roporter for the
West Bloomfield Eccentric at tho time,
and now for the Farmington Observer,
his first concern waa that of a worried
father. It waa only later that ho realized
his expericnce might help othera.

*1 wasn't going to write anything
while she was in the hoapital,” hie said.
“] wanted to focus on her, on being o
father. Then I saw the thumba up photo
and it was 8o dramatic, someono speak-

umn, a geries of
stories on other
micro-preemies
and, now, a hook,
“Miracle Birth
Stories of Very
Premature Babics:
Bl Little Thumbs
B Up!" (Bergin &
Garvey, $15.95
trade paperback).

And the mos-
sage that Smith
provides through
his dramatic and sonsitive storics of
brave micro-preemies nnd their parents
was summarized in that firat column,
*... good things can happen'to prema-’
ture babiea with love, care, advances in
hospital technology and the prayers and
thoughts of many people, some of them
strangers.”

Smith wanted to reach a wider audi-

Tim Smith

with the
Greenwood
Publishing
Group. But he
knew he had a
good book and an
audience, !

With the help of
Livonin’s Lnuric
Blacker, of “Precmic @
Stars,” the March of
Dimes WalkAmarica Y
program, he mada con-
tact with parents of pre-
mature children through @
the Preemie L on-line chat ¥
room. Ho asked if there was
any interest in  book that focused on
the stories of premature babies who
made their way successfully through §
the Neanatat Intensive Care Unit,

“The common thread was {hat thero
waa nothing similar to this book,”

Family portralt: Elizabeth
D Ellen Smith (center) and
her parents, Tim and
Donna Smith.

Eccentric Newspapers cover. There i no ing to me, & epiritual thing. It was my  cneq and provide a book for parents of

kharge to attend. § duty. . micro-precmies that would be realistic,

Call Frank Provenzano, (248) 901. Thut quick snapshot of little Eliza-  fretual nnd encournging. As many firet-

12667, Keely Wygonik (734) 853-2105, or beth at 4 months old, a happy smile 00 yime writers do, ho got his share of

[Linda Chomin (734) 863-2146 iflyou her face and her thumb definitely giv-  rojectiona from the big New York pub-

Biave any questiona, ing @ high sign, wan the spark for a col-  jighers he queried before being -igned
— ! il -

i




