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Avon Players presents musical

eenting “Children of Eden,” snid
director John (JD) Deiorlein.
“It's n wonderful opportunity for
us to showcase our local talent,
which comes from many commu-
nities throughout tho greater
as well the
enchanting mueic by Schwartz
and the familiar storics from tho

By Susix B, TAUBER B ‘The biggest thing 1
stauber@oehiomecomm.net can do as a director Is

“Children of Eden” isat as well  SUITGund mysoif with
knnw: oo 1uthxlvr ;nusicnlu pre- the best people and got
santed by local theater groups, .
but it sure has a lot of familiar the right cast andA mf,f' Detroit area,
things in it. John Deierlein

For one, the plot is based on director  O1a'T e

portions of the Old T
Its main characters, such as
Adnm and Eve and Noah, aro
Nouschold nomes and the music
and lyrics are written by
Stephen Schwartz,

That's tho same Schwartz who
recently won tho Academy
Award for his song, “When You
Belicve,” written for the Dream-
Works Pictures movie, “The
Princo of Egypt.” He also wrote
five other original songs for the
movie and is well-known for his
musie for the animoted movies
“Pocahontas” and “The Hunch-
back of Notre Dame.”

The older crowd will recognize
his name from the musicals “Pip-
pin” and “Godspell,” just to name

plo have several chances to be
introduced to this unique musi-

cal. .

“Children of Eden” opens Fri-
day at 8 p.m. in the Avon Play-
house Theator, 1185 Tienken
Road in Rochester Hills,

Performance dates are April
30, May 1-2, 7-8, 14-16, 20-22.
Sundoy matinces begin at 2 p.m;
cvening shows at 8 p.m. The only

ion i , May 8.
and an 8

P is
There will be a 2 p.m.
p.m. show on that day.
To order tickets, call the play-
house at 248-608-8077. Tickets
aro $16 cach. Group rates arc
available

o fow,
Thanks to Avon Players, peo- “We are so proud to bo pro-

“Children of Eden” is based on
a book by John Cni‘n'i. It concen-

score calls for two sequoncer
machines which Avon Players
doesn’t have, musical director
Steve Woznicki is using comput-
cra he's programmed to £ill in for
tho instruments he won't have in
the pit. .
Karl Miller, who plays Father,
one of the lead roles, hopes his
former football buddies wilt come
seo him in this production. .
Miller was o football ator at

trates on rel
children and parents, including
tho relationships between God
as a father-figure and people.

Deicrlein expects the show to
be a hit on several levels, Theso
include the choreography, the
costumes, lighting, the stage, the
orchostra and the 29 actors,
including adults, teenagers and
children:

“The biggest thing I con do as
a director is surround myself
with the best people and get the
right cast and staff. Then I lot
them do their job.” -

both 1d High School and
Contral Michigan University,
where he had a four-yoor full
football acholarship. Ho stopped
playing football, he said, ence he
graduated college,

“I did musicals in high school ’

but then concentrated on football
in college. Ever since I graduat-
ed, it's been non-stop musicals.

“This is my first show with
Avon Players, ho added. It's an
incredible show,”

Tho Troy resident auditioned
for tho musical after listening to

This has ited in o
jcal turn-table a la “Les Miser-
nbles” and risers to enhonce the
small stage. Because the musical

the p disc ding an
“falling in love™ With the music.
He works aa a control manager
for Import World Auto Parts,

Conversations /...c Premature . mec:

learners, but if educators can’t
develop the talents of these gift-
ed children, then how can those
less precocious students ever
hope to get attention?

Making connections

In his keynoto £peech on Mon-
dny, Dr. Robert Sylwester will
explain how participating in the
arts foster greater brain develop-
ment in students.

“The moro perspectives a child
ia oxposed to, the more connec-
tions they make,” said Kirker.

*“The arts are ial to fully
develop their brains.”

In o gun-toting society of
instant gratification where

ART BEAT

DADA GALLERIES OPEN SUNDAYS

The Detroit Art Dealers Asso-
ciation will continue “Gallery
Sundays,” on Sunday, May 2.

DADA is on allionen of profee-
sionnl art dealera in metro
Detruoit.

_The galleries will bo open on
the first Sunday of cach month,
{rom 14 p.m.

The following is a list of partic-
ipating galleries:

® Hill Gallery, 407 W. Brown,
Birmingham; (248) 640-9268

& Robert Kidd Gallery, 107
Townsend, Birmingham; (248)
642-3908

access to building bombs is a
web-page away, any easy answer
to the problems of raising chil-
dren to be “good human beings*
ia probably a renctionary
Tesponso.

Al that we know for suro is
that education is the means.

The goal, however, ie as
unclear as tho cloud on the hori-
zon. .

Frank Provenzano can be
reached at (248) 901-2657, or at
fp 10@ve. net

Or write to: The Eccentric
Newspapers, 806 E. Maple,
Birmingham, 48009.

B David Klein Gallery, 163
Townsend, Birmingham; (248)
433-3700

W Lemberg Gallery, 638 N. Old
Woodward; Birmingham; (248)
642-3909

B G. R. N'Namandi, 161
Townsend, Birmingham; (248)
642-2700 .

® Revolution, 23257 Wood-
ward, Ferndale; (248) 541-3444

W Sherry Washington Gallery,
1274 Library St., Detroit; (313)
9614600

B Yuw Gallery, 550 N. Old

* Woodward Avenue, Birming-
ham; (248) 647-5470

RT.SHOW -
CLARKSTON'S NEW HIGH SCHOOL
On Flemmings Lake Rd., off Clarkston Rd.,
between M-15 & Sarhabaw
Saturday, May 1st 10 am. - 4 pm. B
Gift Certificates Drawings every 30 minates
1,000's of Juried Handcrafted ltems
$2.00 Admisslon - under 12 FREE
COME JCIN THE FUNI

UPCOMING EVENTS
.Clintoomood Park, Ciarkston

@

pleasa call (248) 627-3363 4

THE LEADING FOLK ART & CRAFT SHOW IN THE NATION
FEATURING THE BEST ARTISANS FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY!

COUNTRY FOLK ART"

CRAFT SHOW
APRIL30-MAY 1.2

PONTIAC|E Y
SILVERDOME

1-75 to M58,
Weost 172 milo to Opdykn Ad. Exit,
usa East untrmnco 10 stadum

Ouw

Country Folk Art Shows, Inc.
8353 E. Holly Rd., Holly, M1 48342
Fh: (242) 8344161, Fx: 634-3718
Fri. ovo. § pm 10 8 pra « Admm. $0
Sot. 10 emto 5pm &

Sun. 10 am to 4 pm « Adm, §5

Childran undor 10 - Adm. $2

¢ Your Ono Pakd Admissicn
Re-admite You Alt 3 Days

‘Children of Eden’

A blessing:
Noah (Kim
Monterosso)
gives a spe-
cial kiss to
Yonah (Mary
McCune) in
the musical
‘Children of
Eden’ at Avon
Players The-
ater.

opposition to what Smith sces as
the usual ncgative stories about
premature births. When Eliza-
beth was born, the newspnpers
were covering the stery of a doc-
tor who pulled the plug on his
infant son and many newspapers
were running articles about the
problems faced by premature
babies. .

“I wanted té show the other
side, that it's not always total
bleakness,” Smith said. “A lot of
families don’t have that positive
experience and I'hopo that I
don't offend them.”

The stories came from around
the country and close to home,
There is the story of Derrick and
Torrey Scholz of Des Moines,
premature twins who had to
fight for every breath. Derrick
came through, but Torrey did
not. There's Mindy Hull, an
accomplished young woman in
her 20s who was born premature
at a time when medical science
wasn’t as advanced. Thero's
John Henry Kurtz, who's mather
says sho was visited by angels
and who's faith earried her
through continuing crises.

DlA from page C1

Each chnpter tells of a differ-
ent family and their struggles
and triumphs. As n highly
skilled reporter, Smith deftly
wenves through o wealth of med-
ical information within tho con-
text of each story.

*I felt pcaple might get more
from following a particular fami-
ly all the way through their

«experiences,” Smith said.

Smith’s view is not Pollyanna.
He realizes the immediate and
continuing dangers for thoso
born prematurely. Ho said lung
and heart problems often plague
premature children for acveral
years. An eye condition called
retinopathy of prematurity
caused by being in an oxygen
tent ia nlso a common problem.

“I'm sorry for those cases that
didn"t turn out as my daughter's
did or others in the book,” he
said. “Had my doughter taken o
turn for the worse, who knows if
1 wouldn't have written about
the downsides of prematurity.”

Smith said other parents were
cagor to share their atoriea and

rience. In an introduction to the
book - WDIV-TV anchorman
Devin Scillian, the father of pre-
mature twins, writes abovt the
camaraderie that dovelops
among parents with a child in
the NICU.

“Some parents would be open
and some wouldn't,” Smith said,
“You got to know which ones you
could talk with. Being side by
side for months, you can't help
but get to know them. You're
going through something, the
Preomie Club, I call it, a com-
mon oxpericnce, and you get to
know each other, Even relatives
can’t underatand what it’s all
about”

“Miraclo Birth Stories” is a
way 10 offer that needed support
and understanding.

“If they can pick up a book and
sec someone else hes been
through it, That was my gonl, to
be cathartic, a resource for par-
ents,” Smith said. . .

Ho said he hopes the book
becomes a fixture in NICUs.

Smith said his religious faith

and especially the

to him during the

support of the Rev. David Brown
of Ward's Presbyterian who bap-
tized Elizabeth in the hospital.

Smith's book is a generally
positive view of medical care and
the dedication of doctors and
nurses.

“Communication between doc-
tors and parents is eritical,”
Smith said. “Give caregivers a
little slack. Parents necd to be
informed as much as possible
and understand everything.”

Today, Elizabeth, “Bizzy Girl*
to her parents, is a healthy 4-
year-old, with the usual child-
hood illnesscs, She’s doing fine,
as her father knew she would.
After all, Tim Smith wes born in
Decombor of 1966 and wasn’t
due until March of 1957,

“Miracle Births® will be in
bookstores beginning May 1.
Smith will begin a round of boak
signings and radio and television
appearances, In July he will be

signing books are a conference.in...

Chicago for the Aloxis Founda.
tion.for Premature Infants and
Children, headquartered in
Birmingham.

rent space, said Michacl Graves,
architect of the DIA’s master
plan. )

Within a year, further renova-
tion included in the master plan
will be visible,

A promenade will be construct-
ed along the DIA's north-south
side. And the 30,000 square feet
of new exhibit spoce will be fit
within the current Prentis and

.. North courts. The actual type of
art to be exhibited, however, ia
still being debated.

*The idea is to have a building
where visitors are able to get to
exhibits more easily,” he snid.

« “How can we got people to
understand that the front door of
tho DIA is for everybody?”
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The Temperature Is Rising 4
You can't protect your g\xrs at home *
It’s Time

To Put
Your Furs
In Cold
Storage!

In The Only 34°F,,
Light, Humidity & Vermin

- No Mait Where You Puichased,
A"I‘4 ;‘ ur;’Na;f’éura ‘uErp‘;ﬂ C"’:n!

Call Tuday For Free Pick-Up
{113) §73-3300 or {243) 642.3000

&

LY Detrott 7373 it
¥y, Bloomfield Hitis: 1516 ¢, WWoocward
wwe Grichhrs com e

tang,

with him t he was {rp
had been through the same expe-  down periods
_Challenge to be great

Last year, after the transfer of
the day-to-day operation of tho
museum from the city of Detroit
to n'nonprofit corporation report-
ing to the Detroit Arts Commis-
sion, the effort was und:rt‘ul‘(yn

Then, we had to lock at how we
would raise the money. It was
apparent that people had to step
forward.”

The DIA didn’t have to look
far. Ford, Manoogian and Taub-
man have |vah'lcd the ultimate

1o o iol

to restructure the DIA.
ing the organization and mission
of the museum, included broad-
ening tho composition of the
board, and clarifying how to be
more relevant to the community,
snid DIA interim director Par-
rish.

*“It’s been an cvolutionary pro-
cess,” he anid, “Onco wo deter-
mined our long-term goals, wo
realized the (fi ianl) b

P what you

proach.
*Great musoums must reflect
their times, that is our challenge

and opportunity,”  said
Manoogian,

The $60-million gift, he
emphasized, Was only & begin-
ning. [

Open the floodgates

4

Deep
wouldn't you rather
&% play Up North?

oo et thingecdling,}

TWellkde

timing and

The
influenco of tha donation of near-

Iy 17 percent of the total DIA
fund-roising campaign is cxpect-
ed to open a floodgate of dona-
tions from businesses and foun-
dations.

“It wasn't a difficult decision to
invest into the future of this
inatitution,” aaid Taubman, who
is also majority sharcholder and
chair of Sotheby’s, the presti-
gious international fine art nuc-
tionecrs located in New: York
and Londen.

“It's one of the most important
institutions in all of Michigan
and surrounding states. Not
everyone might appreciate it,
but when we finish with this
(campaign), the museum will be
more available to the people in
the region.”

“Many peaple out there feel
similar as I do. Here's an oppor-
tunity to expresa their commit-
ment.”

If renewed hope for the
prospects of the cultural cnpital
of Michigan needed replenishing,
then consider the cup running
over.

There must have been a simi-
tar fecling in 16th-contury Flo-
rence.

in your heart,

Northwest Michigan is one of the
<country’s premier gotf destinations,
And the package plansin the
Petoskey-Harbor Springs-Boyne
City area make it easy to play
our most famous courses. Plus, stay
in a hotel, inn or condo with all
the amenities you're looking for.

_ Call for aFREE brochure with
} details on 15 packages.




